Dear fellow St. Bernard School Alumnus / Friend of St. Bernards:
Recently I had the privilege of going back to my home parish in Cologne to tour St. Bernard’s elementary school and relive part of my youth.  To my amazement they must still be using the same restroom soap and floor wax, because the smells in the building had not changed.  As I walked from room to room I wondered how they ever put 30-40 children in one classroom.  They seemed large at the time, but they look very small today.

Walking the halls and looking at the artwork produced by students, I was very cognizant of the nuns and lay teachers who gave me a good, solid Catholic education.  I am not saying that they were totally responsible for who I am today, but they did play a very positive role in shaping my thought process as an adult.  I hope the memories of your teachers are just as wonderful.

While I had a chance to stroll down “memory lane”, I got to thinking about how important it is for today’s youngsters to have the same opportunities for a well-rounded Catholic education as you and I did.  The plain truth is that the cost of school tuition today prevents a number of families from providing for their children what you and I received.  I write to you as an alumnus of St. Bernard’s School with the hope that you can help ensure more children have this important opportunity.

These are trying economic times, and St. Bernard’s needs your financial support to create a $25,000 scholarship fund that will be used to fund the difference between the cost of Catholic education and what a needy student/parent can afford.  This is not a program to distribute handouts. Rather this is an effort to “lend a hand” for those who need our help the most. As an example, currently 35% of the students attending St. Bernard’s participate in the free or reduced lunch program.

The fund will be administered by the church trustees, along with Sister Jancy, school principal, and Fr. Martin Shallbetter, pastor.  All funds will be deposited in St. Bernard’s agency fund with the Catholic Community Foundation and will be managed by the Catholic Community Fund Governing Board at St. Bernard’s.  Members are Marcia Tellers, Rob Wickenhauser, and Darin Feist.  Your questions are welcomed and can be directed to any of the individuals listed above. 

I hope the foundation you received while spending your early formative years of your life at St. Bernard’s had such a positive effect that you will be able to offer a commitment to the fund.  Your generosity will enable other children to benefit from a Catholic education in a very special place, St. Bernard’s.

Please give prayerful consideration as to how you can share your blessings to help your Alma Mater.

For your convenience, enclosed is a commitment form and a return envelope to be used along with your tax-deductible contribution.  Thank you.
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May God bless your generosity. 

HERB LINS

Orlando, Florida – Class of 1958

