
 

Website:  AscensionNYA.org 
Parish Office Hours: 
Mon.—Wed & Fri. 9am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-467-3351 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
  busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Sarah Smith....952-777-0111 
 bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 

 

Website:  St-Bernard-Cologne.org 
Parish Office Hours: 
Tues 9am-2pm & Fri. 9am—12pm 
Office Phone:  952-466-2031 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson .....952-856-1051 
  busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Sarah Smith....952-856-1052 
 bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 

 The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 13 & 14, 2024 

           Parish Mission Statement          We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by 
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich sacra-
mental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community. 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

212 Church Street E.  
Cologne, MN. 55322 

PASTOR 
 

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
 

OFFICE ………..952-856-1050 
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 

CHURCH OF  
THE ASCENSION 

323 Reform St. N. 
NYA, MN. 55368 

         “Come and see” 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

On this second Sunday of Ordinary time, the gospel readings (John 1:35-42) are about God’s invitation to 
be with him and to share that experience with others. John the Baptist points Jesus out to his disciples, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” When two of John’s disciples, John and Andrew, heard this they immediate-
ly followed Jesus. Seeing them following him, Jesus asked them, “What are you looking for?” He asked 

them the most fundamental question in life. 
 

Jesus asks each of us the same question: “What are you looking for?” What’s the goal of life? What am I looking for? 
What am I really trying to get out of life? Many people go through life without really knowing what they are looking 
for. Some are searching for material security. They would like a position which is safe and enough money to meet the 
needs of life. That is not a wrong aim. But it is a low and an inadequate aim to provide security for life. Some are look-
ing for what they would call a career, for power, prominence and prestige. If this is directed by motives of personal am-
bition it can be a low aim. If it is directed by motives of the service of our fellow human being it can be a high aim. But 
it is not enough. Many seek God for temporary reasons and for material benefit- looking for a good job, house, wealth, 
power, position, name, fame, or a peaceful life. Even if we got everything we search for, still we have a thirst for some-
thing more than all these. 
 

Jesus gets a beautiful answer from Andrew and John. We want to see “where you are staying”. The question is not 
simply about a street address. They did not wish to speak to Jesus only on the road but as friends in his own house. Je-
sus’ answer was “Come and see”. Jesus knows their inner thirst. It is an invitation for a deeper and personal relation-
ship with Jesus. When we take one step towards God, he takes seven steps. But the first step should be ours. When we 
take God seriously in our lives, God also will take us seriously. The essential meaning of “seeing” is the seeing of faith 
(John chapter 9). Only with that seeing can the disciples know where Jesus truly dwells, with-in the Father. 
 

The two disciples accept the invitation. They do go and stay where Jesus stays and have the experience of God’s love. 
John who wrote the gospel finishes the paragraph with these words: “It was about four in the afternoon.” (John 1:39). 
Even after several years, John clearly remembers the time of their meeting with Jesus. It was an unforgettable experi-
ence for them. It had a tremendous influence on them. 
 

What was the result of staying with Jesus? Andrew went to his brother Simon and told him the good news of his dis-
covery of the Messiah. And it didn’t take much to get Simon to “come and see” who this Jesus was. Jesus reached out 
to Simon in the same way he did to Andrew earlier. When we discover something very important and valuable it is nat-
ural to want to share it with those closest to us. God’s Word is never to be kept just for ourselves. 
 

That would be like the man who kept the talent and buried it in the ground. Let us be attentive to the call that the Lord 
issues to each of us every day. I want to thank all of my brother priests who will be celebrating Mass with us during my 
absence. Please welcome them and show them the wonderful hospitality. 
 

Rosary Intentions: “For the hungry and homeless helped through our generosity.” 
Yours in Christ,  Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI, Pastor 

Fr.Abraham 



Ascension Weekly Collection Report  
Totals as of  12/31/2023 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                            $    2,986.79 
     Weekly Envelopes/Plate:                             8,049.00 
     Weekly E-Giving:                                                    100.00                    
     Collections Budget YTD:                                   83,630.12     
Actual Collection YTD:                                          95,013.15                    
     Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:                 11,383.03 
2 

    Capital Improvement Offering:                              120.00                    
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                                0.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                               10,868.00 
 

    Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org  
    Under Links -> E-giving.  Or call the parish office for  
     more Information: 952-467-3351. 

 

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                                                           3,536.00  

Contributions 12-28–2023 through 12-31-2023       6,341.00 
Christmas Budget                                                       12,295.00 
Christmas Contributions                                              260.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                                   116,193.79 
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget      18,512.68  
Forward in Faith             
Envelope Income                                                             280.00 
Electronic Donations                                                           0.00                   
Forward in Faith Total                                                  280.00  
Forward in Faith YTD                                              12,233.52 
 
 
 
 

 Did you know you can have your contributions automatically 
deducted from your checking or savings account?  
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031,  

Church of Ascension     

Church of St. Bernard                                   

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

What is going on in our Parishes and in the 
Community  

Faith Formation Update:  Day of Prayer and Penance (January 22, 2024) 
January 22 is designated as a particular day of prayer and pen-
ance for Catholics in the United States, called the “Day of Pray-
er for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children.” The General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373, directs: 
In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 
(or January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be 
observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of 
the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for viola-
tions to the dignity of the human person committed through acts 
of abortion. 

Prayer Service for Life.  
Monday, January 22nd, 10:30am,  

Cathedral of Saint Paul.  
Please join us for the Annual Prayer Service for Life. This prayer 
service commemorates the millions of lives lost to abortion and 
the many women and men wounded by abortion’s aftermath.  
Saint John Paul II Champions for Life Awardees will be recog-
nized during the prayer service. 
For more information, please contact the Office for Marriage, 
Family and Youth at 651-291-4488. 

The Ascension Respect Life Group is once 
again collecting items for Birthright Center 
in Hutchinson. Baby items can be brought 
in and placed in front by Mary. Donations 
will be accepted through January 20th.   

9 Days for Life (January 16-24, 2024) 9 Days for Life is a 
novena for the protection of human life. Each day’s intention 
is accompanied by a short reflection and suggested actions to 
help build a culture of life. A copy of the novena can be found 
at www.9daysforlife.com.  

During the months of January, February and March we 
will not distribute the Precious Blood at the Masses at 
Ascension or St. Bernard.  We will resume the distribu-
tion in the month of April.  

Sunday, January 14th (Today) After the 10:00am Mass your help 
is needed to take down the Christmas Decorations. Thank you in 
advance for your help ! ! 

Monday  Jan. 15  No Mass  
Tuesday Jan. 16 ST. B.  

ASC. 
ASC. 

Quilting Group:        9am-12pm        
Adoration:                  3pm-6pm 
Mass:                              6:15pm 

Wednesday 
 

Jan. 17 ST. B. 
ST. B. 

Communion Service      8:00am 
Adoration:             2:00-7:00pm 

Thursday  Jan. 18 ST.B.  
ASC. 

Communion Service      8:00am        
Prayers for  
Our Children:        5:30-6:30pm                         

Friday Jan. 19  No Mass  
Saturday  
 

Jan. 20 ST. B 
ST. B 

Confession:            4:30-4:50pm       
Mass:                              5:00pm 

Sunday  
 

Jan. 21 ASC. 
ST. B. 

Mass:                              8:00am                                   
Mass:                             10:00am 

While Fr, Abraham is away, there will be no morning 
Masses at Ascension or St. Bernard, thru February 9th. 
There will be Tuesday night Mass at Ascension and a 
Wednesday and Thursday morning Communion ser-
vice at St. Bernard at 8:00am. Please keep Fr. Abra-
ham in your prayers during his trip to visit his family.  

Ascension Bible Study will be starting their next series, “Jesus
-The Way, The Truth, And the Life”, Sunday, February 11th. 
The Bible Study take place after the 8am Mass, downstairs in 
the Social Hall. This is a 10 week Bible Study with a break for 
Easter. Contact Chris George at 763-898-9854 if you are inter-
ested in joining. Registration is due January 25th.  

As we enter 2024, we want to thank all parishioners of As-
cension & St Bernard for their on-going support of our faith 
formation program. We have many dedicated volunteers, 
benefactors, and prayer partners. The 2023 STBAFF Spon-
sorship Program has blasted through our goal ($5500) this 
year. Our current amount raised is $7180!  Your support 
helps us to offer the best in our Catholic faith to our young 
people.   
-Julie Kleindl & Kara Wickenhauser        
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THESE ORGANIZATIONS 
∗ Belle Plaine Chiropractic 
∗ Cologne Fire Relief Association 
∗ Ascension Catholic United  
∗ Ascension Knights of Columbus 



Mass Times Intentions 

Bulletin copy is due by   
Thursdays @ NOON  

for the bulletin  
 two weekends out;  

St. Bernard copy must be emailed 
to:  

bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
and pquinn55322@hotmail.com 

Ascension copy must be emailed to:  
busadmin@ascensionnya.org 

All inserts and weekend Mass 
announcements can be emailed or 
a paper copy brought to the Parish 

office at  
St. Bernard or Ascension.  

Mass Ministry Schedule—January 20 –21 

Readings for the week of January 14, 2024 
 

Sunday:1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4 7-8, 8
-9, 10 (8a, 9a)/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 
1:35-42   Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-
9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22 Tues-
day: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/
Mk 2:23-28 Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 
37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 
9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12 Friday: 1 
Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13
-19 Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-
27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21 Next Sun-
day: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
(4a)/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon as they be-

come engaged. They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings need to be com-

pleted 6 months before the proposed date. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Ascension:  Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm  
St. Bernard:  Wed: 7:30am-7:50am 

Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm  
at parish hosting the Mass 

By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050 
 

Communion for Homebound 
Ascension - Sue Tellers…...612-247-6881 
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr…...952-484-9628 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

Feast Days: Jan. 15-Martin Luther King Day; Jan. 17—
St. Anthony; Jan. 18—Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins; Jan. 20-Sts Fabian & Sebastian, BVM  

 
A Prayer For Life 

Father and maker of all, you adorn all creation with 
splendor and beauty, and fashion human lives in your 
image and likeness. Awaken in every heart reverence 
for the work of your hands, and renew among your peo-
ple a readiness to nurture and sustain your precious gift 
of life. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in  the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen 

Mass 
Ministry 

 St. Bernard 
 Sat. 5:00 pm  

Ascension 
Sun. 8:00 am 

St. Bernard 
Sun.  10:00 am  

Sacristan Doris Mielke Cheryl Coyle Patricia Quinn 
Servers Buckley Jones & Logan Pellegrino Nathan Duenow & Brianna Duenow Luke Alison & Marshall Panning 

Reader Joyce Schwartz Jean Schmitz Sarah Foley 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Bernie Shambour (H); No Cup ministers 
needed 

Steve Coyle  Meghan Stusynski (H);  No Cup  
ministers needed 

Ushers Ralph Laumann & Brian Vos Steve Schrupp & Don Whitaker Bob Symanitz & Leo Willems 
Greeters Monica Kooiman Grace Cook Julie Kleindl 

Homebound 
Ministers 

N/A Grp A:  Steve Helget & Curt Wilson N/A 

Monday  Jan.    15    No Mass 
Tuesday Jan.    16   6:15 pm Ascension For Pope Francis 

Wednesday Jan.    17    8:00am  St. Bernard Communion Service   

Thursday Jan.    18   8:00 am St. Bernard Communion Service  

Friday Jan.    19   8:00 am Ascension No Mass 

Saturday Jan.    20   5:00 pm St. Bernard Alex & Clara Storms tt 

Sunday Jan.    21    8:00am Ascension John and Dorothy Lewandowski tt 

Sunday Jan.    21  10:00am |St. Bernard Robert & Mary Fritz tt  

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
Changes to Mass 

Question: 
Why do we make changes in the Mass? Some seem so small and unimportant. Are they really necessary? 
Answer: 
The celebration of the Eucharist is at the heart of our identity as Catholics. Our purpose as a Church community 
revolves around the Eucharist. Everything we are and everything we do is measured not only by how well we cele-
brate, but also by how well we live the sacrament. If that is so, then we as a community will always strive to cele-

brate the Mass as best we can. The reasons for some changes might seem more obvious than others, but there is a reason behind each 
one.  
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal is the introduction to the Missal that contains all the prayers for the celebration of the 
Mass. The Order of Mass we use now was issued in 1975 and, as often happens over the course of years, some questions have come up 
about the proper way of doing some things and whether or not other practices are acceptable. These changes clarify some things and 
make the celebration of the Mass more meaningful for everyone.  
The opportunity is presented to us to better learn and understand each part of the Mass, which in turn should help us deepen our appre-
ciation for its beauty and meaning. We will be a better Church if we have a clearer understanding and knowledge of Who and what we 
celebrate.                        ©LPi  
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