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 The Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23 & 24,  2023 

           Parish Mission Statement          We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by 
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich sacra-
mental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community. 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

212 Church Street E.  
Cologne, MN. 55322 

PASTOR 
 

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
 

OFFICE ………..952-856-1050 
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 

CHURCH OF  
THE ASCENSION 

323 Reform St. N. 
NYA, MN. 55368 

                             Christmas, God’s Indescribable Gift 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Two thousand years ago, the angel of the Lord said to the shepherds, “For today in the city of David a savior has 
been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:11-12). Today we join the angels in celebrating the greatest 
day, the day on which our God became one of us. God became one of us, because, “God loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.” (Jn. 3:16). In Jesus, the Almighty 

“made Himself a tiny baby, so that we might love Him.” In Jesus, the Creator became a creature, so that He identified Himself 
with us. In the person of Jesus Christ, God decided to become a lowly human 
Being. He decided to declare His love for us in a way that we would understand and respond to freely. 
 

Christmas is the feast of God’s sharing love with us. Jesus as our Savior brought the “good news” that our God is a loving, for-
giving, merciful and rewarding God. Jesus demonstrated by His life and teaching how God our heavenly Father loves us, forgives 
us, and provides for us. All His miracles were signs of this Divine Love. Jesus’ final demonstration of God’s love for us 
Was His death on the cross and the institution of the Holy Eucharist.  
 

We know that Jesus was born in Bethlehem; and Bethlehem means ‘House of Bread’ As in the first Christmas day, in every Mass 
the same Jesus is fully and substantially present under the appearance of bread. He became ‘Living Bread’ for us that has come 
down from heaven. Let us receive Him with faith, with reverence, and with love. Let us welcome Him with hearts and minds 
Purified of sin. He comes in our hearts, in our homes, and in our communities. Let us welcome His coming with great joy. 
 

“When shepherds had seen Him, they made known the message that had been told them about this child. All who heard it were 
amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds.” (Lk 2:17-18). With great joy in their hearts the shepherds shared the mes-
sage about the birth of Christ, the Savior of the world. Similarly, we can follow the examples of the shepherds. Share this won-
derful love story to each other, to our loved ones, and our neighbors highlighting the great joy and the unshakable hope that it 
brings to all. Tell them about God who became Man, and dwells in our hearts today. Tell them about Christ, and about the Mass 
because these are the focus of Christmas. This is what we are invited to do through the Small Groups as the part of the Synod 
Evangelization Process. 
 

Christmas reminds us that God shared His love by giving us His Son. Hence, we also must share our love by sharing our gifts, 
wealth, talents and other blessings with others. Just as Jesus shared His love with all mankind we too are called to share our love 
with others, especially, the less fortunate people than us. Jesus is “God’s indescribable gift” (2 Cor 9: 15). The amazing thing is 
that not only are we able to receive this gift, but we are able to share it with others on Christmas and every day of the year. 

May this Christmas be filled with joy and the infinite blessings of God for you, your families and all of your loved ones.                            
Rosary Intention: “For Christmas blessings of Love, Joy and Peace to all”                                                           
December 27th is the 32nd Anniversary of my Ordination to the Priesthood. Please keep me in your prayers. 
You are in my prayers and thoughts.       

Merry Christmas.                                                                     
Yours in Christ, Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI, Pastor 

Fr.Abraham 



Ascension Weekly Collection Report  
Totals as of  12/03/2023 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                            $    2,986.79 
     Weekly Envelopes/Plate:                             6,818.50 
     Weekly E-Giving:                                                    650.00                    
     Collections Budget YTD:                                   71,682.96 
     Actual Collection YTD:                                     74,296.15                    
     Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:                   2,613.19 
2 

    Capital Improvement Offering:                              240.00                    
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                            185.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                                9,898.00 
 

    Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org  
    Under Links -> E-giving.  Or call the parish office for  
     more Information: 952-467-3351. 

 

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                                                           3,536.00  

Contributions 12-06–2023 through 12-12-2023       4,321.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                                     90,796.79 
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget       16,018.68  
Forward in Faith             
Envelope Income                                                               50.00 
Electronic Donations                                                       100.00                   
Forward in Faith Total                                                 150.00  
Forward in Faith YTD                                              10,067.60 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Did you know you can have your contributions automatically 
deducted from your checking or savings account?  
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031,  

Church of Ascension     

Church of St. Bernard                                   

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Thank you –to all who so generously donated items to the  
“Mitten Tree”. The following items were taken to the 
Southwest Carver County Food Shelf. 6 Blankets, 1 Baby 
Afghan, 1 Sweatshirt, 2 Winter Jackets, 1 Sweater, 1 pr. Of 
Ear Muffs, 2 Winter head bands, 2 Scarfs, 24 prs. of Socks, 
25 prs. of Gloves, 7 pens, 1 Toothbrush, 1 Proxy brush, 2 
Childs sized Pajamas, 27 Hats, 4 Hat & Gloves sets, and 2 
pr of slipper socks.  

Monday  
 
Christmas  

Dec. 25 ASC. 
ST. B. 

Mass:                              8:00am 
Mass:                             10:00am 

Tuesday Dec. 26 ASC. No Mass or Adoration  

Wednesday 
 

Dec. 27 ST. B. 
ST. B. 
ST. B. 

Confession:       7:30am-7:50am       
Mass:                              8:00am                   
Adoration:        2:00pm-7:00pm 

Thursday  Dec. 28 ST. B. 
ASC. 

Mass:                               8:00am 
 Prayers for  
Our Children:   5:30pm-6:30pm                         

Friday Dec. 29 ASC. Mass:                               8:00am 

Saturday  
 

Dec. 30 ASC. 
ASC. 

Confession:       4:30pm-4:50pm       
Mass:                              5:00pm 

Sunday  
 

Dec. 31 ASC. 
ST. B. 

Mass:                              8:00am                                   
Mass:                             10:00am 

Christmas and Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God  

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:  
Sunday Dec. 24th   4:00pm ASC. 
     6:30pm ST. B. 
 
Monday Dec. 25th    8:00am ASC. 
     10:00am St. B. 
 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God             
Monday, Jan 1st                                9:00am St. B  

Faith Formation Update:  
Faith & Mental Health Night was held in the Social Hall 
for youth and parents in grades 6-10 on Nov. 29th.  It was a 
good night of learning, led by Pat Millea who has extensive 
experience handling this tough topic in a loving way. We 
had 74 people in attendance to hear Pat share about how our 
faith grounds us for many of the toughest challenges we 
will face. I am thankful for Pat's wisdom; he was able to 
answer some of our youth's questions about death, suffer-
ing, anxiety, and suicide. He taught about what is the differ-
ence between normal stress we encounter in our daily lives 
and anxiety that needs help or further intervention to get 
through it. An insight he shared was--it is time to intervene 
when someone in your circle is suffering in more than one 
area of their life. The example he gave was about a death in 
the family, and resulting sadness, which is normal. Possibly 
a young person's grades suffer for a while, as they grieve. 
This is completely normal. Grief can cause us to be less 
productive, and distracted. But, if several areas of my life 
suffer, such as relationships, grades, work life, or sports at 
school are affected, that is when the person needs help to 
deal with the issues or stress. He also gave us some extra 
resources, one of which is a podcast for parents. 
 Check it out--This Whole Life --Pat & Ken-
na Millea bring joy, hope, and wisdom to those who be-
lieve there *is* a connection between holiness and happi-
ness. Thank you for your support of STBAFF.  

MinisTREE program 
Catholic United Financial's headquarters is discontinuing the 
MinisTREE program in 2024. Thanks to each of you that 
completed a MinisTREE card over the past six years. We 
raised more than $3,000. for Ascension during that time due 
to your volunteer work in the parish and community.  We truly 
appreciate it and we'll keep you posted when/if the program 
starts up again in 2025.                  Ascension's CUF Council 

Office Update 
The Office will be closed on Monday, Dec. 25th and 

will be open 10am-2pm on Tuesday, Dec. 26th.  
 

The Office will also be closed Monday, Jan 1st.  
We wish you all a Very Merry Christmas  

and a Blessed New Year.  

Your Prayers are requested for the soul of Margaret Ei-
den, who passed away on Sunday, December 10th. Her fu-
neral was on Friday, December 15th. May she rest in peace 
and may her soul and all the souls of the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. Also pray for peace 
and comfort for Margaret’s family.  



Mass Times Intentions 

Bulletin copy is due by   
Thursdays @ NOON  

for the bulletin  
 two weekends out;  

St. Bernard copy must be emailed to:  
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org and 

pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Ascension copy must be emailed to:  

busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
All inserts and weekend Mass an-
nouncements can be emailed or a 

paper copy brought to the Parish of-
fice at  

St. Bernard or Ascension.  

Mass Ministry Schedule—December 30 to 31 

Readings for the week of December 24, 2023 
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 
27, 29/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 Monday: Vigil: Is 
62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Acts 13:16-17, 22-
25/ Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2
-3, 3-4, 5-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 
8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22 Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1
-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 Thursday: 1 
Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8/Mt 2:13-18 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-
35 Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 
2:36-40 Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-
6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 
8-9/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-
19/ Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon as they be-

come engaged. They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings need to be com-

pleted 6 months before the proposed date. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Ascension:  Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm  
St. Bernard:  Wed: 7:30am-7:50am 

Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm  
at parish hosting the Mass 

By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050 
 

Communion for Homebound 
Ascension - Sue Tellers…...612-247-6881 
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr…...952-484-9628 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

Feast Days: Dec. 25-The Nativity of The Lord  
Dec. 26-St. Stephen; Dec. 27 St. John, Apostle; Dec. 
28 The Holy Innocents; Dec. 29 St. Thomas Becket. 

 

 Andrew’s Novena (Christmas Novena) 
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which 

the Son of God was born of the most pure  
Virgin Mary,  

at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. 
In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, 

to hear my prayer and grant my desires  
through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and of His blessed Mother.  
Amen.  

Monday  Dec.    25    8:00am Ascension For an increase in Religious Life 

Monday Dec.    25  10:00am St. Bernard Daniel Hoen t 

Tuesday Dec.    26   6:15 pm Ascension No Mass 

Wednesday Dec.    27   8:00am  St. Bernard Living & Deceased members of 
the Lawrence Zimmer Family   

Thursday Dec.    28   8:00 am St. Bernard Hilbert & Euella Knauer  tt 

Friday Dec.    29   8:00 am Ascension Edward Witte  t 
Saturday Dec.   30  5:00 pm Ascension All Parishioners  

Sunday Dec.   30    8:00am Ascension For Religious Freedom 

Sunday Dec.   30   10:00am |St. Bernard Robert G. Fritz  t 

Mass 
Ministry 

 Ascension 
 Sat. 5:00 pm  

Ascension 
Sun. 8:00 am 

St. Bernard 
Sun.  10:00 am  

Sacristan Brian Willems Kathy Kloempken Patricia Quinn 
Servers Hailey Stender & Payton Stender Gabriel Michel & Jayden Michels Luca Hoen & Logan Pellegrino 

Reader Julie Gesinger Jean Schmitz Rob Wickenhauser 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Pat Johnson Steve Helget Pam Kunkel 

Ushers Rick Ulrich & Curt Wilson Jeremy Friendshuh & Rich Tellers Tom Dahl & Vern Elke 
Greeters Jim Mulville Dave & Colleen Donnay Andy Kleindl 

Homebound 
Ministers 

N/A Grp A:  Dave Donnay & Tim George  

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS   By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
News of Great Joy  

I am not going to wish you a Merry Christmas. 
I have no problem with merriness, and I certainly hope you have your share of it today. May the frosting on your cookies be 
extra thick. May the lights of your tree be particularly twinkly. May the crackling of your fire be especially pleasant, and the 
places around your table filled by smiling loved ones. No, there is nothing wrong with being merry, especially on such a 
day.  
But the angels did not bring news of great merriment. They brought news of great joy, and though our world often confuses 
the two, they are not the same thing. 

Joy is harder to achieve than merriness, but it’s easier to keep because it is far, far more durable. Joy can withstand the roughness 
of this earthly life in a way that merriness never could. Merriness cannot live in the hearts of people whose plans have been upended, whose 
futures have been rearranged and whose very lives are in danger. But joy certainly can.  

Merriness doesn’t follow from a long and uncertain journey, with no reassurances except the steadfast belief that you are doing the 
will of God. But joy does.  
 Merriness does not shiver in a stable or hang on a cross. But joy can, and it has. 
May you have a truly joyful Christmas.  
“You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing…” — Isaiah 9:2                                                                                          ©LPi 
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