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. g Prepare for the Coming of Christ

¢ Dear Brothers and Sisters,

¢ 4  This weekend, we begin the Advent Season with Liturgical Year B, and with the Gospel of Mark. Ad-

. vent is a special season of preparation for and expectation of the coming of Christ. There are three com-

ings of Christ: his first coming 2,000 years ago, his second coming, which will take place at the end of

Ja.y i time, and third, of course, his coming into our hearts each day. This depends upon our personal disposi-

tion whether we are open to Christ and to improving our relationships with others each day or not. One

way of really enriching our Advent journey is to keep in mind these three comings of Jesus, and how they relate to one

another. Our preparation to celebrate his birth is the occasion for deepening our relationship with our Lord, to experi-
ence his presence with us.

Advent is marked by a spirit of longing, and of expectation. Advent is a special time to experience our longing for the
presence of Jesus with us now. Part of the expectation also anticipates a judgment on sin and a calling of accountability
before God. The spirit of Advent is expressed well in the Advent readings, especially, in today’s gospel: “Be watchful!
Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.” (Mark 13:33-37) There is profound joy at the coming of the
Lord, and yet a warning of the need for preparation.

How can we stay awake and be prepared at all times? The first step is Prayer. Each day as we rise in the morning, we
ought to take a brief moment to pray, consciously invite the Lord into our hearts. During the day, from time to time, we
can turn to him reminding ourselves of his constant presence in our brothers and sisters. Every night when we go to
bed, give thanks to God for that day, and let us ask ourselves, “Where have I found Christ today?” Reflective reading
the Bible is an excellent way to focus our thoughts and deepen our understanding of the meaning of Advent. Praying
the rosary daily is one of the best prayers for individuals and families.

Secondly, prepare to welcome Jesus into our life, especially through the reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation
and the Eucharist. In this Advent season, experience Christ’s mercy in the Sacrament of Confession and prepare well
for His coming again. Thirdly, if you are not a weekday Mass participant, consider participating in at least one week-
day Mass in a week during this Advent season. Advent is also a proper time to choose an hour for Eucharistic adora-
tion. Doing some works of charity: It might be an encouraging word, a phone call, and a note of appreciation or a lit-
tle act of kindness, giving food to hungry, ministering to the sick etc. These are some of the simple ways that we pre-
pare ourselves to be ready to meet Christ.

The Church invites us on this first Sunday of Advent to prepare for the coming of Christ. Let us set aside a little time
each day to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ daily and for his glorious Second Coming at the end of time.

On Friday, Dec 8", we celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a holyday
of obligation. On this feast day, we have 8:00 am Mass at Ascension and 6:15 pm at St. Bernard. Let us ask Mary our
Mother, to be with us and guide us to say ‘yes’ to God’s will always.

Rosary Intention: “For all suffering from adoiction and depression”
Yours in Christ, Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI, Pastor

Parish Mission Statement We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich sacra-

mental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community.




=
Monday Dec. 4 | ASC. |No Mass:
ST. B. |No Mass:
Tuesday Dec. 5 | ST. B . | Quilting Group: 9am-12pm
ASC. |Adoration: 3pm-6pm
ASC. |Confessions: 5:45pm-6:05pm
ASC. |Mass: 6:15pm
Wednesday |Dec. 6 |ST. B. | Confession: 7:30am-7:50am
ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Adoration: 2:00pm-7:00pm
Thursday Dec. 7 | ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
Friday Dec. 8 | ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
Holy Day of St. B. | Mass: 6:15pm
Obligation
Saturday Dec. 9 | ASC. | Confession: 4:30pm-4:50pm
ASC. |Mass: 5:00pm
Sunday Dec. |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
10 ASC. |Donut Sunday
ASC. |Bible Study: 9:00am
ST. B. | Mass: 10:00am

Retirement Fund for Religious
You can help: “Religious ae blessed to serve,” says Do-
minican Father Bertrand Ebben, age 90. Please donate to
the Retirement Fund for Religious next week. Your gift will
provide essential care for nearly 25,000 senior sisters,
brothers and religious order priests who have dedicated
their lives to serving others Let us show our gratitude to
these selfless individuals by giving generously.

The Parish Office Hours and Schedule
for December 4" thru 15™

Monday, Dec. 4™ and 11" = 9am-1pm @ Ascension
Tuesday, December 5™ and 12" = 10am -2pm
@ St. Bernard
Wednesday and Friday December 6, 8",13" and 15™
10am-2pm @Ascension
There will be no one in the office on Thursday,
December 7" and 14"

The Ascension Knights of Columbus once again will be

sponsoring "Keep Christ in Christmas" poster contest.

Age groups are: 5-7yr old, 8-10yr old, and 11-14yr old.
Each age group local winner will receive $25.

Each participant will receive a coupon for ONE free Bingo
card, which can be used during the upcoming KC Bingo's
events scheduled on February 18th, March 17th & April 21th.
Registration forms can be picked up
Wednesday at Faith Formation classes.

Poster must be turned in by December 20th.
Question please contact Kara Wickenhauser, Julie Kleindl
or Donald Whitaker

Ascension Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 11/19/2023

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 2,986.79
Weekly Envelopes/Plate: 1,412.00
Weekly E-Giving: 280.00
Collections Budget YTD: 62,722.59
Actual Collection YTD: 59,296.65

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: (3,425.91)
Capital Improvement Offering: 135.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 35.00

Capital Improvement YTD: 8,958.00

Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org
Under Links -> E-giving. Or call the parish office for
more Information: 952-467-3351.

The Ascension Decorating Committee is looking for
volunteers to help move the Christmas trees and
Stable so that the church can be decorated for
Christmas! If you are able, please stay after the
8am Mass on Sunday December 17th to assist.
Thank you!

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 3,133.49
Contributions 11-08-2023 through 11-14-2023 6,712.01
Total Actual Collection YTD 70,289.04
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget 8,849.91
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 100.00
Electronic Donations 0.00
Forward in Faith Total 100.00
Forward in Faith YTD 8,383.68
Budget for week 3,133.49
Contributions 11-15-2023 through 11-21-2023 7,518.00
Total Actual Collection YTD 77,807.07
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget 13,234.42
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 130.00
Electronic Donations 695.92
Forward in Faith Total 825.92
Forward in Faith YTD 9,209.60
Campaign for Human Development 802.45

Did you know you can have your contributions automatically
deducted from your checking or savings account?
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031,

Next Sunday, Dec. 10th after the 10:00 am Mass.
Decorations for Christmas @ St. Bernard will be set up.
Volunteers are needed for this project.

Thank you in advance for your help.

St John the Baptist - Jordan 7th & 8th graders are
going to do the Sovereign Estates Vineyard's Spirit of
Winter fundraiser on December 12th from 4-8pm. It is
20 miles of synchronized Christmas lights and music
and activities for the whole family. The price of ad-
mission is $10 per person and 100% of that goes to-
wards the 7th & 8th graders' Washington D.C. trip in
April. The Joneses will be selling tickets after Mass or
you can purchase directly from the Joneses or the
school.




Mass Ministry Schedule—December 8 to 10

Mass Ascension St. Bernard Ascension Ascension St. Bernard
Ministry Imm. Conc. 8:00am | Imm. Conc. 6:15pm Sat. 5:00pm Sun. 8:00am Sun. 10:00am
Sacristan Cheryl Coyle Doris Mielke Rita Fahey Brian Willems Doris Mielke
Servers Volunteers Volunteers Hailey Stender & Lacey Buckentin & Kieran Allison &
Payton Stender Callie Buckentin Luke Allison
Reader Colleen Donnay Judy Glander Colleen Donnay Cheryl Coyle Helen Nicklaus
EMHC Irene Yaeck Mary Meuwissen Curt Wilson (H), Jim | Steve Lemmer (H), Jean Julie Clemensen
Mulville & Volunteer | Schmitz ( C), Steve Coyle ( C)
Ushers Tim George & Paul Lano | Tom Dahl & Leo Willems | Tom Lano & Jeremy Friendshuh & Vem Elke &
Steve Schrupp Don Whitaker Brian Vos
Greeters Volunteer Victoria Arnst Grace Cook Justin & Amy Buckentin Casey Jones
Homebound | N/A N/A N/A Theresa Hartmann & N/A
Ministers Pat Johnson
Mass Times Intentions SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.
Monday Dec. 4 No Mass Marriage Arrangements
. . ) The couple should contact the priest as soon as they be-
Tuesday Dec. 5 6:15pm | Ascension | For Pope Francis come engaged. They must meet with the priest twice before
. setting a marriage date. These two meetings need to be com-
Wednesday | Dec. 6 8:00am | St. Bernard | Edward Tellers t pleted 6 months before the proposed date.
Thursday |Dec. 7 8:00am | St Bemard |Souls in Purgatory Sacrament of Reconciliation
- - - Ascension: Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm
Friday Dec. 8 8:00am | Ascension | Paul Simons T St. Bernard: Wed: 7:30am-7:50am
. Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50
Friday Dec. 8 6:15pm | St. Benard | All Parishioners ;;;r?s};l hostﬁ’fg the Ma};rsn
Saturday Dec. 9 5:00pm | Ascension | Myrtle Buesgens By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050
Communion for Homebound
Sunday Dec. 10 8:00am | Ascension | Bill and Cathy Klobe Ascension - Sue Tellers......612-247-6881
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr......952-466-2447
Sunday Dec. 10 10:00am | St. Bernard | Andrew Schwartz T Anointing of the Sick
Readings for the week of Bulletin copy is due by Call the parish office at any time.
December 3, 2023 Thursdays @ NOON .
Sunday: Ts 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, : hV ellot Feast Days: Dec. 4-St. John Damascene, Dec. 6-St.
15-16. 18-19 (4)/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 or the bulletin NlChOlaS, Dec. 7-St. Al’IlbI'OSC, Dec. 8-The Immacu-
Mon(iay Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1_'2 3-4b 40('1_5 6- two weekends out; late Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Dec 9-
7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1 | St Bernard copy must be emailed St. Juan Diego
-2, 7-8, 1213, 17/Lk 10:21-24 Wednesday: [ . o000 q Memorare
Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5. 6/Mt 15:20. | Pulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org and | g member, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never
’ > pquinn55322@hotmail.com . .
37 Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, . X . | was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection,
. Ascension copy must be emailed to: | . . .
19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 Friday: Gn 3:9 ; . implored they help, or sought thy intercession, was
busadmin@ascensionnya.org . ] >
-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-| A 1inserts and weekend Mass an- | left unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto
12/Lk 1:26-38 Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-( " o ents can be emailed ora | thee, O Virgin of virgins my Mother; to you do I
26/Ps 47:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 53, 6-8 | 01 copy brought to the Parish | come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful; O
Next Sunday: Is 49:1'5’ 9‘11/? s 85:9-10, 11- office at Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my peti-
12 ol (i il e St. Bernard or Ascension. tions, but in Thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Eiyst Sunday of

ADVENT

i

~E1'l

«

Answer:

Advent Wreath
Question: What’s the story behind the Advent wreath?
y

Each season in the liturgical calendar comes with its own local and regional rituals. During the Advent season, wreathes

# adorn church sanctuaries and family dining room tables. You may have said Advent wreath prayers in childhood or taken
| a turn lighting the candles. The Advent wreath is full of symbolism about Christ and his coming at Christmas. The wreath
is made of evergreen boughs, reminding us that the life of grace doesn’t falter with the changing seasons. It always re-

mains fresh and new. Similarly, a circular wreath reminds us of the eternal, never-ending nature of God’s love.

Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world, the One who “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.” We use four candles to represent each week of Advent. Traditionally they come in the liturgical colors of the season. Purple has his-
torically represented penance and sacrifice. We see the same color for the season of Lent. On the third Sunday of Advent, however, we
light a rose color. The priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. On the third
Sunday of Advent, we’re roughly halfway through the season. The Church chooses the midpoint to remind us to celebrate in the midst of
our anticipation! Whatever the color and whatever the day, the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to focus our attention on Christ’s
coming at Christmas.
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