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: Keep Vigil for the Coming of the Lord
g | Dear Sisters and Brothers,
-4 \ This 32nd Sunday of Ordinary time, we have the Parable of the Ten Virgins. (Mtt.25: 1-13). Five of them are
X B wise and five are foolish. The five of them are foolish but not bad or wicked. They do not have the foresight

or wisdom to prepare for a longer wait than expected. This parable conforms to the Jewish marriage customs
of the time. The bridegroom has gone to the house of the bride’s father, there he signs the marriage contract
and then brings the bride to his own house for the wedding feast. The servants are waiting for the return of the bridegroom.

Fr.Abraham

We may criticize the wise virgins as selfish or stingy. But they were not; they would have loved to share. There are some
things we cannot buy or borrow. This parable tells us of the impossibility of borrowing spiritual riches from others. The
Bridegroom in this parable represents Christ himself who invites us all to the great banquet in the Heavenly Kingdom. The
point is that whenever he comes his arrival will be unexpected. Jesus is saying that each of us, individually to do our part.
Each person must go personally to Christ. No one else can do it for you. You have to know him and he has to know you.
We cannot live like leeches on someone else’s union with God. We must work up our own.

This parable tells us the necessity of preparedness and vigilance. The words of Jesus at the end of this parable is:
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour” (Matt 25:13). It is addressed to the listener in any time
or place. It is addressed to us and challenges us to ask: Where am I today, among the wise or among the foolish? If the
Lord were to call me today what would he find? Would I be ready to face him? Would I survive the judgment process?

A Gallup poll revealed that 78% of American Christians anticipate going to Heaven. Yet, many of them admit they never go
to church nor study the Scriptures. We all wanted to go to heaven. But do we prepare ourselves for that? Jesus had made it
clear many times that it is not for all. It is for those prepared, those who fight for it. In today’s Gospel Jesus is asking us, are
we ready? We do have 1440 minutes a day. How many of those minutes do we use to prepare ourselves for the entry into
heaven?

Be prepared. How can we prepare ourselves? We should have a solid relationship with God through our prayers, listening to
Him by reading the Bible, participating in the holy Mass regularly, receiving the sacraments frequently, giving kind service
to others; moral faithfulness and doing our responsibilities. Your responsibility like keeping the vows of your marriage,
raising the children in catholic faith, being a role model to your children. Doing your responsibility in your work place.

Jesus told us that he is going to prepare a place for us and when it is prepared he will come to take us there. And if we are
not prepared for that place we will not get a second chance. There is never a time to take a vacation from the Christian life.
Jesus is telling us to keep ourselves ready for his coming. We need to be wise enough to remain ever prepared. As St. Al-
phonsus Liguori said, “Those who pray are certainly saved. Those who do not pray are certainly lost.” We want the Lord’s
fire burns within us. If our lamps are empty, we cannot have the fire of Christ burning in our hearts. By prayer and Holy
Communion, we have our lamps filled and burning when the Lord comes at any time.

Rosary Intensions: “in thanksgiving to all veterans for the sacrifices they made to serve our country.”

Yours in Christ, Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI, Pastor




CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Monday Nov. |ASC. |No Mass:
13 ST. B. | No Mass:
Tuesday Nov. |ST.B. |Quilting Group: 9am-12pm
14 ASC. |Adoration: 3pm-6pm
ASC. |Confessions: 5:45pm-6:05pm
Mass: 6:15pm
Wednesday |Nov. |ST.B. |Confession: 7:30am-7:50am
15 ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Adoration: 2:00pm-7:00pm
ASC. |Faith Formation:
Thursday |Nov. |ST.B. |Mass: 8:00am
16 ASC. |Prayers for
Our Children: 5:30pm-6:30pm
ASC. |SNYOD: 6:30pm
Friday Nov. |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
17
Saturday Nov. |St.B. |Confession: 4:30pm-4:50pm
18 St. B. | Mass: 5:00pm
2nd St. B | Linger Longer
Collection
Sunday Nov. |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
19 ASC. |Bible Study: 9:00am
2nd ST. B. | Mass: 10:00am
Collection ST. B. | Linger Longer

‘What is going on in our Parishes

and 1n the Community:

November 18th and 19th: Second Collection
Catholic Campaign for Human Development :
The weekend of Nov 18/19,
we recognize the vital work of organizations fighting pov-
erty that are supported by the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development (CCHD). A collection will be taken to
support these efforts on the weekend of Nov.18/19. Use
these bulletin announcements to promote the collection.

Church of Ascension

Ascension Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 10/29/2023

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 2,986.79
Weekly Envelopes/Plate: 2,592.00
Weekly E-Giving: 330.00
Collections Budget YTD: 53,762.22
Actual Collection YTD: 51,989.65
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: (1,772.57)
Capital Improvement Offering: 300.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 35.00
Capital Improvement YTD: 6,783.00

Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org
Under Links -> E-giving. Or call the parish office for
more Information: 952-467-3351.

“Only in Christ can men and women find answers to the ultimate
questions that trouble them. Only in Christ can they full under-
stand their dignity as persons created and loved by God. Jesus
Christ is ‘the only Son from the Father...full of grace and truth.””

-Pope St. John Paul II World Youth Day 1993. Denver, CO.

Church of St. Bernard

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 2,903.68
Contributions 10-25-2023 through 10-31-2023 2,513.50
Total Actual Collection YTD 60,995.53
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget 5,823.38
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 165.00
Electronic Donations 100.00
Forward in Faith Total 265.00
Forward in Faith YTD 7,900.00
World Mission Sunday 30.00

Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account?
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031,

Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Daniel Hoen, who passed away on Sunday October 29th.
His funeral was on November 2nd. Pray for his family also.

Bountiful Basket Chaska/Cologne Food Shelf, Love
INC, Ml Casa, St. Joseph in Waconia, and St. Victoria
are providing a Thanksgiving Day meal. Pre-
Registered families can pick up their meal, (Thanks
Giving Meal is in addition to regular food shelf visit) @
Cologne Bountiful Basket, 300 E. Church Street East,
Cologne MN: Thursday, November 16 from 3:30 —
6:30 PM & Friday, November 17 from 10:00 am —
2:00 pm.

Love INC, Carver County Partner Churches, are offer-
ing a Turkey and Fixings Dinner delivered to your
home in Carver County, Saturday, November 18. De-
liveries from 9 am to 12 pm. Pre-registration is re-
quired by November 13. Call Love INC at 952-448-
3261.

Donations to support the Bountiful Basket Food
Shelf can be dropped off when the food shelf is open
or cash donations mailed to Cologne Bountiful Basket;
300 East Church Street, Cologne MN

THANK YOU ! To all the people who helped clean up the
flower beds around the Church and rectory. We had a
GREAT crew of helpers.

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK Judy Glander,
Julie Kliendl and Doris Mielke who kept our flowers alive
and beautiful during our hot dry summer. All our helpers
are much appreciated by Vicki Amst, Brenda Jones and
Monica Kooiman.

Faith Formation Update:

Our STBAFF (St. Bernard & Ascension Faith Formation) pro-
gram has organized several opportunities for service and out-
reach this year for our youth. Our opening week of class we
kicked off with a grounds clean-up at Ascension and now most
recently completed a food drive for Bountiful Baskets housed
in the St. Bernard school building. Overall, we collected 780
pounds to donate! We look to do another food drive during
the season of Lent for the West Carver County Food shelf.
Our goal is to offer as many opportunities for our youth to
serve within our parishes and to also reach beyond. So many
ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus!




Mass Ministry Schedule—November 18 & 19

Mass St. Bernard Ascension St. Bernard

Ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 8:00 am Sun. 10:00 am
Sacristan Doris Mielke Brian Willems Patricia Quinn
Servers Logan Pellegrino & Volunteer Lacey Buckentin & Callie Buckentin Cohen Starkey & Lily Starkey
Reader Joyce Schwartz Colleen Donnay Rob Wickenhauser
Eucharistic Meghan Stusynski (H), Julie Clemensen (C), | Steve Helget Pam Kunkel (H), Victoria Amst (C) &
Ministers Bernie Shambour ( C) Sarah Foley ( C)
Ushers Ralph Laumann & Bob Symanitz Tom Lano & Richard Tellers Andy Kleindl & Leo Willems
Greeters Monica Kooiman Justin & Amy Buckentin Julie Kleindl
Homebound N/A Grp A: Rich & Sue Tellers N/A
Ministers

Mass Times Intentions SACRAMENTS
Monday Nov. 13 No Mass Baptisms: By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
Tuesday Nov. 14 6:15pm | Ascension | For Pope Francis The couple should contact the priest as soon as they be-
come engaged. They must meet with the priest twice before
Wednesday | Nov. 15 8:00 am | St. Benard | Elvira Winkler setting a marriage date. These two meetings need to be com-
pleted 6 months before the proposed date.
Thursday |Nov. 16 8:00 am | St. Bernard | Warren Kahnke +
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Friday Nov. 17 8:00 am | Ascension | Ralph Pouliot ¥ Ascension: Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm
St. Bernard: Wed: 7:30am-7:50am
Saturday | Nov. 18 5:00 pm | St. Bernard | Adrian Wickenhauser Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm
at parish hosting the Mass
Sunday Nov. 19 8:00 am | Ascension | Bill and Cathy Klobe By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050
. Communion for Homebound

Sunday | Nov. 1910:00am | St. Bemard | Andrew Schwartz t Ascension - Sue Tellers......612-247-6881

Readings for the week of

November 12, 2023
Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
(2b)/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13
Monday: Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-
10/Lk 17:1-6 Tuesday: Wis 2:23—3:9/Ps
34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19/Lk 17:7-10 Wednes-
day: Wis 6:1-11/Ps 82:3-4, 6-7/Lk 17:11-19
Thursday: Wis 7:22b—S8:1/Ps 119:89, 90,
91, 130, 135, 175/Lk 17:20-25 Friday: Wis
13:1-9/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab/Lk 17:26-37 Satur-
day: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3, 36-
37, 42-43/Lk 18:1-8 Next Sunday: Prv 31:10
-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 (see
la)/1 Thes 5:1-6/ Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15,
19-21

Bulletin copy is due by
Thursdays @ NOON
for the bulletin
two weekends out;

St. Bernard copy must be emailed
to:
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
and pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Ascension copy must be emailed
to:
busadmin@ascensionnya.org
All inserts and weekend Mass
announcements can be emailed or
a paper copy brought to the Parish
office at
St. Bernard or Ascension.

St. Bernard - Barb Knorr......952-466-2447

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.

Feast Days: Nov. 13-St. Frances Xavier Cabrini; Nov. 15
- St. Albert the Great; Nov. 16-St. Margaret of Scotland
& St. Gertrude; Nov. 17- St. Elizabeth of Hungary ;
Nov. 18 dedication of the Basilicas of
Sts. Peter and Paul Apostles; St. Rose Philippine

St. Gertrude Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory
Eternal Father I offer you the most Precious Blood of
Your Divine Son Jesus, in union with the Masses said
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in

Purgatory, for all sinners everywhere, for sinners in the
universal Church, Those in my own home and within my
family. Amen.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

Question:

Church Collections

Where does the money go that is collected each week at Church?

Answer:

%

L g

AN

This is a good question! Every parish has financial obligations, including the basic operation of the buildings, salaries,
maintenance, and improvements. In addition, there are schools to support, programs to run, charities to be funded, and opera-
tional expenses like hosts and wine for Mass, music books, vestments, and so on. In some cases, cemeteries and other build-
ings need attention. Finally, there is the diocesan assessment that each parish pays to help run the diocese and the support

services provided to each parish.

Most parishes manage to get by with the collection, a few fundraisers and endowments. But contrary to popular
opinion, cash flow is also a problem, and many parishes operate in the red. The Finance Committee is responsible for assist-

ing the pastor in fiscal management, and good stewardship is the basis for successful programs.

©LPi
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