Become Closer to Gd this Lenten Season
using CRS Rice Bowl

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief Services, the official relief and
development agency of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Through CRS
Rice Bowl, faith communities in dioceses throughout the United States put their faith
into action through prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Lenten alms donated through CRS
Rice Bowl support the work of CRS in more than 100 different countries each year.
Twenty-five percent of donations to CRS Rice Bowl stay in the local diocese, supporting
hunger and poverty alleviation efforts. Since its inception in 1975, CRS Rice Bowl| has
raised nearly $300 million. To learn more visit crsricebowl.org

What is a CRS Rice Bowl?

CRS Rice Bowl is a staple on the table of Catholic families across the country during
Lent. This simple cardboard box is a tool for collecting Lenten alms—and comes with

a Lenten calendar that guides families through the 40 days of Lent with activities,
reflections and stories. Visit crsricebowl.org for more details. You can participate in
this year’s program by picking up a CRS Rice Bowl box at Ascension or St. Bernard. Set
it on your table as a reminder of your Lenten journey and pray for all those in need of
assistance.

Stories of Hope

CRS Rice Bowl shares stories of hope from CRS’ work around the world. These stories
are examples of the communities where your Lenten alms are changing lives. Stories are
accompanied by a simple, meatless recipe (crsricebowl.org) that you and your family
are encouraged to prepare on Fridays during Lent.
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WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

Lord Jesus Christ, You ordained the apostles priests at the Last Supper to continue the mission of mercy to

the end time. We believe that every Catholic priest traces his ordination to that first ordination on Holy Thursday
night. We know how much You expect of Your priests, and we also know how weak and human they are. Inspire
us, dear Jesus, to pray and sacrifice for Your priests, that by their faithfulness to You in this life they may bring
countless souls to You in the life to come. Mary, mother of priests, pray for priests that they may love your Divine
Son, even as you did unreservedly, all the days of their lives. Amen.

(From Fr. John Hardon’s Catholic Prayer Book)
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WILL YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?
PRAYER SUGGESTION

Lord Jesus, Chief Shepherd of the Flock, we pray that in the great love and mercy of Your Sacred Heart
You attend to all the needs of Your priest-shepherds throughout the world. We ask that You draw back
to Your Heart all those priests who have seriously strayed from Your path, that You rekindle the desire
for holiness in the hearts of those priests who have become lukewarm, and that you continue to give Your
fervent priests the desire for the highest holiness. United with Your Heart and Mary’s Heart, we ask that
You take this petition to Your heavenly Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Imprimatur: (Most Rev. Carl K. Moeddell, Vicar General and Auxiliary Bishop of Cincinnati)



