323 R
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWW.ascensionnya.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ........... 952-777-0111
Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org

Trustees
David Donnay............ 952-201-1942
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Finance Council Chairperson
John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765

Communion for Homebound
Sue Tellers ..................612-247-6881

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer .........952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two

meetings need to be completed 6 months 3

before the proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
By appointment with Father.
Call 952-856-1050

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.

MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am.

Pastor

Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI
Office ....coovvvvi i 952-856-1050
frabraham(@st-bernard-cologne.org

Joint Mission Team Chairperson
Thomas Kasel................. 612-386-9109

Faith Formation
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades

Kara Wickenhauser......... 952-466-4719
DRE Middle School Grades

Melanie Kleindl.............. 763-645-7602
DRE Confirmation Class

Julie Kleindl................... 952-807-3522

Bulletin Co-editors

Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304

E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Sherry Witte................... 952-467-3351

E-mail......... busadmin@ascensionnya.org

Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information

Office ....oovviieiiii. 952-466-2031
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru

Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.

Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ............. 952-856-1052
Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org

Trustees
Andrew Kleindl.............952-442-9282
Elroy Knauer.................952-466-9882

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann 952-466-3331

Communion for Homebound

Barb Knorr...................952-466-2447
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ........ kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Marcy Wickenhauser.......952-466-2593

Funeral Lunch Contact

Sandy Bengston ............ 612-240-4977
Ladies Guild President
Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769

Catholic United Financial
CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER — APRIL 25, 2021




“World Day of Prayer for Vocations”
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

The fourth Sunday of the Easter is known as Good Shep-
herd Sunday. It is also “World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions.” The image of the shepherd and his sheep is very
old one in Scripture. There are beautiful images given in
the Old Testament and in the New Testament, especially
the Gospel. Jesus is our Good Shepherd and we are his
sheep. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus makes three claims
in today’s gospel.

“I' will lay down my life for the sheep” (John 10: 15). The
shepherds of ancient days protected their sheep from wild
animals and thieves by risking their own lives. Jesus, the
Good Shepherd laid down his life for his sheep. He gives
eternal life to his sheep by receiving us into his sheep-
fold through Baptism. He strengthens our faith by giving
us his Holy Spirit in Confirmation. He supplies food for
our souls by the Holy Eucharist and by the divine words
of the holy Bible. As a Good Shepherd, he heals the
wounds of our souls by the sacrament of Reconciliation
and strengthens us in illness and old age by the sacrament
of the Anointing of the Sick. He makes our community
holy by the sacraments of Matrimony and the Holy Or-
ders.

“I know mine and mine know me” (John 10: 14). As the
Good Shepherd, Jesus knows each of us by name. He
gives us eternal life. The Palestinian shepherds knew
each sheep of their flock by name. Jesus our Good Shep-
herd knows each one of us, our needs, our merits and our
faults. He loves us as we are, with all our limitations, and
he expects us to receive and return his love by keeping
his words.

“My sheep hear my voice” (John 10: 16, 27). The sheep
listen to and recognize the voice of their shepherd and
that is why they continue to follow him rather than anoth-
er. It is important for us also to recognize the voice of
Jesus as it comes to us in our daily life. And, in our mod-
ern world, the voice of Christ can be blocked by many
things. If we do not recognize the voice of Christ, we are
likely to get lost.

The Lord has commissioned his followers to carry on his
task of shepherding the flock. He sent his apostles out
into the world to preach the gospel to all nations, and to
care for the flock entrusted to them. The Church in the
succeeding generations and centuries saw the successor
of St. Peter, the living visible representative of Christ in
the occupant of the See of Rome. Today we have our Ho-
ly Father Pope Francis, who shepherds the Holy Catholic
Church. Holy Father exercises this role through bishops
and priests at different levels as St. Peter delegated other
Apostles and called them shepherds. As a priest and a
pastor, | have the awesome, humbling, and greatly ful-
filling vocation to participate in the mission of Jesus.

This Sunday has been designated by the Holy Father as
“World Day of Prayer for Vocations” to the priesthood
and religious life.. (Continued in the column to the right)

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Apr. 25,-May 1, 2021

4/25 Fourth Sunday of Easter: Acts 4:8-12*Ps 118:1,8-9,21-
23,26,28-29*1 Jn 3:1-2*Jn 10:11-18. 4/26: Acts 11:1-18*Ps 42:2-3;
43:3-4*Jn 10:1-10. 4/27: Acts 11:19-26*Ps 87:1-7*Jn 10:22-30.
4/28 St. Peter Chanel, St. Louis Grignion de Montort: Acts
12:24—-13:5a*Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8*%Jn 12:44-50. 4/29 St. Catherine of
Siena: Acts 13:13-25%Ps 89:2-3,21-22,25,27*Jn 13:16-20. 4/30 St.
Pius V: Acts 13:26-33*Ps 2:6-11*Jn 14:1-6. 5/1 St. Joseph the
Worker: Acts 13:44-52*Ps 98:1-4*Jn 14:7-14.

\/”?/5137/\ CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
== ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to
pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and weekend Mass
announcements must be in to the bulletin e-mail address
or a paper copy in the Parish office at St. Bernard.

All events cancelled until further notice.

< < < < < < (Continued from the column on the left)

We are asked to pray that more people will consider
whether they are being called to join the ranks of priest-
shepherds or to the dedicated life of brothers and sisters.

When we are called to pray for vocations, let us ask our-
selves, “What is this saying to me?” Am I praying for
other people and other people’s children to have voca-
tions? But what is mine? Maybe I cannot be a priest or
nun, but maybe one of my children is thinking along
those lines. Do I encourage him or her?

We pray in a special way today that the Lord will bless
the Church with many new vocations to the priesthood, to
the diaconate, and to the consecrated life. All of us need
to pray and to encourage our young men and women in
our parish to consider a vocation to the priesthood and the
religious life.

First Communion: This Good Shepherd Sunday is a
First Communion weekend for our parish community.
Ten children are going to receive Jesus through their First
Holy Communion. May Jesus the Good Shepherd protect
them in his sheepfold. May he supply food for their souls
by the Holy Eucharist and by the Divine Words of the
holy Bible. Let us remember them in our prayers and
strive to inspire them by the example of our lives.

We are so grateful to Bishop Cozzens for conferring the
Sacrament of Confirmation on our youth the past Sunday
in our parish. I also thank our Faith Formation Staff, the
catechists, parents and sponsors who prepare the children
and the youth for their First Communion and Confirma-
tion.

Congratulation, the First Communicants and the
Newly Confirmed.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI
Pastor




Church of the Ascension Norwood Young America, MN

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Mass Times
Ascension: Saturday at 5:00 pm;
St. Bernard: Sunday at 10:00 am;
FM broadcast to parking lot — FM station 91.7 -
Communion under portico.

Daily Masses
Ascension: Tues. and Fri. at 6:15 pm;
St. Bernard: Wed. and Thurs. at 8:00 am.

Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org or
st-bernard-cologne.org. If you do not have internet ac-
cess, please call the parish office for assistance.

Looking for Lawn Mowing help:

Tim George is looking to hand over the care of the par-
ish lawns to another person who enjoys this type of
stewardship activity. This is a paid position. With a
brand new rider mower at your service!! Duties include
mowing and weed whipping to maintain a well
groomed exterior. Any questions, please contact Jack
Lano (952-237-3265) or the parish office at 952-467-
3351.

Family Rosary Procession --

Sunday, May 2, from the State Capitol to Cathedral of
Saint Paul.

Please join Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda for the May
Family Rosary Procession. The gathering at the Capitol
will begin at 1:15 p.m. and the procession will begin at
2 p.m. Limited seating will be available at the Cathe-
dral. The event will also be livestreamed via the Cathe-
dral of Saint Paul Facebook page. For more infor-
mation visit minnesotarosaryprocessions.org.

Cuppa Joe: Young Husband of Mary --

Tuesday, May 4, 4 p.m., virtual event

In this Year of Saint Joseph, join Fr. Evan Koop virtu-
ally as he explores this amazing saint in his role as the
Young Husband of Mary, hosted by Saint Joseph the
Worker, Maple Grove. This is part of the Cuppa Joe
series: 10 talks by 10 theologians on the 10 wonders of
Saint Joseph, taking place at 10 locations in our archdi-
ocese entrusted to the patronage of our spiritual father.
These talks come just in time for your afternoon coffee.
All talks are posted on Facebook, YouTube and Insta-
gram — and at archspm.org/cuppajoe.

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

National Child Abuse Prevention Month recognizes the
importance of families and communities working to-
gether to prevent child abuse and neglect and promotes
the social and emotional well-being of children and
families. One in four children has experienced abuse or
neglect at some point in their lives, and one in seven
has experienced abuse in the last year. For links to bul-
letin announcements, posters and social media
graphics, visit__archspm.org/child-abuse-prevention-
month.

Pray For
The Dead

Please pray for the repose of the
soul of Jason Quinn, nephew of
Patricia Quinn, who passed away
on April 10th. His funeral was on
April 16th. May he rest in peace and may his soul and
all the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy
of God rest in peace. Amen. Please also pray for peace
and comfort for Jason’s family.

THANK YOU to Roger Storms, Leon & Marcy Wick-
enhauser for many years of sharing their landscaping
talents and keeping our campus looking beautiful!!
They have spent countless hours over the years in-
stalling plants and flowerbeds and nurturing them
throughout the summer months, and they are looking to
retire from this ministry. Would anyone be willing to
share your love of landscaping and enhancing God’s
natural beauty with our parish? Please call Julie Clem-
ensen at 612-419-0505 if you’re interested in joining
the landscaping crew, or if you would like more infor-
mation about this ministry.

THANK YOU!! We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to Leon Wickenhauser and Jim Meuwissen
for all the years they have volunteered to keep our
grounds looking nice. Both of these gentlemen have
spent many, many hours mowing lawn but are now
retiring from this task. Your stewardship commitment
has been greatly appreciated!

HELP NEEDED: We are in need of help with lawn
mowing this summer. If you are interested in volun-
teering your time helping with this stewardship oppor-
tunity, please contact Ralph Laumann at 952-992-0697
or the parish office at 952-466-2031. Any amount of
volunteer time is welcomed. A schedule will be
worked out for anyone interested in helping.

Catholic United Scholarships Deadline is this Friday
Catholic United Financial Scholarship application peri-
od is open from March 1 — April 30 of each year. Any
member (any age) studying for their first degree after
high school can apply. Applicants must have been a
member for at least 2 years by the application deadline
and when the scholarship is awarded. Awards of $500
for attending a Catholic college or $300 for an ac-
credited non-Catholic school. Applications are availa-
ble at: www.catholicunitedfinancial.org

Word of Life — “Current laws in our country fail to
protect the lives of unborn children. ... People of good
will must boldly stand up against this intrinsic evil [of
abortion], especially when it is occurring on a massive
scale, implemented in law and funded, in some instanc-
es, by the government.”

Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann, Chair of the
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, “Priorities
at the Polls”




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT
& TREASURE
April 26 through May 2, 2021

SERVERS: EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: & GREETERS:
Suspended until further notice. Will resume when “Social Dis-
tancing” is no longer needed.

LECTORS & USHERS Please sign up on the website.

All Wednesday’s of the Month
Eucharistic Adoration
2:00pm until 7:00pm.
Beginning on April 7th until further notice.

Spiritual Resources!
TV: Diocese of St. Cloud: Sun., 11 AM. on KSTCTV/45;
—Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30 AM. on Fox
9+;— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sun., Noon on Fox 9+
(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2);—
EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM.
Radio: Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun. at
noon, and at 9 am.  EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world,
an end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that
air the Rosary.
TV:EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approximately
8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm.
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm Nu-
vera Nu Tel Cable TV Ch. 21
Radio: Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Rosary
across America”

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat. Apr. 24 8:00pm. No Mass

Sun. Apr. 25 10:00am First Communicants

Mon. Apr. 26 No Mass

Tues. Apr. 27 6:15pm. Mass at Ascension

Wed. Apr. 28 8:00am. Fr. Abraham George

Thurs. Apr. 29 8:00am. fRichard Rivard

Fri. Apr. 30 6:15pm. Mass at Ascension

Sat. May 1 8:00pm. No Mass

Sun. May 210:00am. fMuriel Wickenhauser,
tDennis Wickenhauser & All Parishioners

Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 2,969.08
Contributions 04-14 through 04-20-21 2,153.17
Total Actual Collection YTD 161,791.75
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget 9,228.51
Forward in Faith Total

Envelope Income 25.00
Electronic Donations 643.42
Forward in Faith Total 668.42
Forward in Faith YTD 31,710.20

Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account?
For more information call the parish office 952-466-
2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP of Time, Talent and Generosity

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday & Friday
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Mass Ministry Schedule - May 1-2

Ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 8:00 am
Sacristan Sherry Witte Mass cancelled until
further notice
Servers JMT Member
Reader JMT Member
Eucharistic | JMT Member
Ministers
Ushers JMT Member
Greeters
Homebound
Ministers
MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. Apr. 19 No Mass
Tues. Apr. 20 6:15 pm Sharon Polingo

Wed. Apr. 21 8:00 am
Thurs. Apr. 22 8:00 am

Fri.

Apr. 23 6:15 pm

Mass at St. Bernard
Mass at St. Bernard
Roger & DeDe Rose tt

Sat. Apr.24 5:00 pm  Dennis & Bernice
Wickenhauser t+
Sun. Apr.25 8:00am  No Mass

Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 04/11/21

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 3,115.38
Contributions: 775.00
E-Giving: 270.00
Weekly Budget YTD: 130,845.96
Actual Collection YTD: 122,556.25
CUF-KC December Match: 7,500.00
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: (789.91)
Capital Improvement Offering: 90.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 45.00
Capital Improvement YTD: 7,960.00

Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org
Under Links -> E-giving. Or call the parish office for more
information: 952-467-3351.

Prayer is successful when you pray
not to change God or another person
but to change yourself.

- Matthew Kelly
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