
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Elroy Knauer…....……....952-466-9882 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   David Donnay…………952-201-1942 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Thomas Kasel……………..612-386-9109 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  Sherry Witte……..………..952-467-3351    
E-mail………busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  – MARCH 7, 2021 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Mar. 7,-Mar. 13, 2021 
3/7 Third Sunday of Lent: Ex 20:1-17*Ps 19:8-11*1 Cor 1:22-
25*Jn 2:13-25. 3/8 St. John of God: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab*Ps 42:2-3; 43:3
-4*Lk 4:24-30. 3/9 St. Frances of Rome: Dn 3:25,34-43*Ps 25:4-
9*Mt 18:21-35. 3/10 Lenten Weekday: Dt 4:1,5-9*Ps 147:12-13,15-
16,19-20*Mt 5:17-19. 3/11 Lenten Weekday: Jer 7:23-28*Ps 95:1-
2,6-9*Lk 11:14-23.  3/12 Lenten Weekday: Hos 14:2-10*Ps 81:6-
11,14,17*Mk 12:28-34. 3/13 Lenten Weekday: Hos 6:1-6*Ps 51:3-
4,18-21*Lk 18:9-14. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the  
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to 

pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and weekend Mass  

announcements must be in to the bulletin e-mail address 
or a paper copy in the Parish office at St. Bernard.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES: 
Thursday, March 18th for the March  28th bulletin copy. 

Thursday, March 25th for the April 4th bulletin copy. 

Lent: Spring Cleaning for the Soul 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

As spring approaches, we look forward to so many 
new beginnings.  Spring is that time of the year when 
the work of winter comes to completion. It is that 
time of the year when all nature seems to come back 
to life. It is nature’s time to sprout, all things will be 
new. 
 

In our spiritual life we can use this season of Lent in 
the same manner, putting to rest our old way of life 
and replacing it with new life in Christ. Lent is the 
springtime of our lives with God. The seed of the 
Word of God was planted in our hearts. It has been 
there waiting to come forth. 
Lent is the time when we grasp this Word and let it 
see the light of Christ and blossom in prayer, fasting 
and good works.  
 

Spring is also a time for cleaning. Many are busy pre-
paring for Spring cleaning of their houses and sur-
roundings through dusting, mopping, sweeping, ar-
ranging, de-cluttering, etc. What about our lives? 
Spring cleaning, while worth the effort, will only last 
for a season, but spiritual cleansing could have an 
eternal influence. Our minds are much like our 
homes.  They both cluttered with old baggage and 
garbage. Both need a routine cleaning out of stuff that 
we collected for some reasons. Just like cleaning your 
home, a spiritual spring cleaning requires a dedicated 
and a conscious effort.   

This Sunday gospel (John 2:13-25) gives us the dra-
matic account of Jesus’ cleansing the Temple of its 
merchants and money-changers. Jesus says: “Stop 
making my Father’s House a marketplace.” The 
Temple in Jerusalem was the place where God made 
His name or glory to dwell.  With Jesus’ coming on 
the scene, the Temple has new meaning.  Jesus said: 
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
up.”  Here “Jesus was speaking about the temple of 
his body.” Jesus is the New Temple, the Church, 
through which his followers come into contact with 
God.  
 

At the cleansing of the temple, our Lord symbolically 
comes to possess what is his. As the Son of God, the 
temple is his Father’s house, and thus he has the right 
to correct temple abuses. The Church is now being 
built up as his temple. “You have been built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole 
structure is held together and grows into a temple sa-
cred in the Lord; in him you also are being built to-
gether into a dwelling place of God in the Spir-
it.” (Ephesians 2: 20-22) 

(Continued in the column on the right)> > > > > >  

< < < < <  (Continued from the column on the left) 
If the Church collectively is the temple of our Lord, 
it is also true that we are individually “temples” of 
the Holy Spirit. St. Paul reminds us that we are 
God’s temples. “Do you not know that your body is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God, and that you are not your own? For 
you have been purchased at a price. Therefore, glori-
fy God in your body.”  (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
Hence, we are expected to cleanse our minds and 
hearts from impurity, injustice, pride, hatred, jeal-
ousy and all evil thoughts, desires and plans. The 
Scripture encourages us to draw close to God and to 
keep our hearts and minds to be cleansed, just, holy 
and pure temples of the Holy Spirit.   

Think of Lent as a form of spring cleaning for our 
lives. It is a special season to cleanse ourselves spir-
itually through fasting, prayer, alms giving, repent-
ance and asking for forgiveness. We must feed our 
minds and spirits with the Word of God. 
 
We have a combined Parish Individual Confession 
on March 10, Wednesday, from 6:30 pm – 8 pm at 
St. Bernard. Three priests will be available. Repent-
ance and reconciliation give way to a deeper joy of 
being forgiven.  
  
Thank you for your prayers and the prayer cards sent 
to me. Your prayers and thoughts are greatly appre-
ciated. I am recovering from the surgery. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal, CMI                               
Pastor 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Word of Life—“[The Gospel of Life] is therefore 
meant to be a precise and vigorous reaffirmation of 
the value of human life and its inviolability, and at the 
same time a pressing appeal addressed to each and 
every person, in the name of God: respect, protect, 
love and serve life, every human life! Only in this di-
rection will you find justice, development, true free-
dom, peace and happiness!” (The Gospel of Life 5)  

Please join us on Wednesday mornings at 8 am for 
a Word and Communion service while Fr.  Abraham 
is recovering from surgery. The service includes the 
daily readings, prayer, and Communion. We hope to 
see you there.  

Catholic United Financial 
 Scholarships 

Catholic United Financial scholarship application 
period is open from March 1st – April 30th of each 
year. These scholarships are a one-time benefit 
awarded to any member (any age) who is pursuing a 
degree, diploma or certification.  
Applicants must have been a member for at least 2 
years by the application deadline. Awards of $300 to 
members attending a non-Catholic institution, or 
$500 for those attending a Catholic college, uni-
versity or institution. 
Applications are done online through our Member 
Portal at www.catholicunitedfinancial.org/
scholarships. 

Weekly Stations of the Cross will be held during 
Lent at St Bernard on Fridays at 6:00 pm. Come and 
join us to reflect on Jesus's passion. 

Mass Times 
   Until further notice: 

   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm;  
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10:00 am;  
        FM broadcast to parking lot – FM station 91.7 -  
        Communion under portico. 
 

   All daily Masses are cancelled until further notice. 
   Please see the Lenten Schedule below for exceptions. 
 

Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org or st-
bernard-cologne.org.  If you do not have internet access, please 
call the parish office for assistance. 
Please sign up for Mass attendance at  ascensionnya.org 
or st-bernard-cologne.org.  If you do not have internet 
access, call the parish office for assistance. 

Global Solidarity Weekend   
March 13 and 14 
An opportunity to share with your struggling brothers and 
sisters around the world during Lent! On the weekend of 
March 13 and 14, we observe Global Solidarity Sunday with 
the theme “For God so loved the world…” (Jn. 3:16). At this 
Ɵme, we share the love of God with those who sƟll hunger 
and thirst for God’s love, mercy and healing. A special Len-
ten collecƟon will be taken for four global prioriƟes of the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops: Africa, LaƟn America, Central and 
Eastern Europe, as well as humanitarian acƟviƟes of Catholic 
Relief Services. Please be as generous as you are able and 
share God’s love for your brothers and sisters around the 
world. Thank you.    

Lenten Services Schedule 
Tuesday Masses at Ascension:    
     6:15pm on March 9th and 16th only 
Communion Service at St. Bernard: 
    Wednesday 8am,  Feb 17th thru March 17th 
Stations of the Cross : 
    Ascension:  Friday 6:15pm,  Feb 19th thru Mar 26th 

    St. Bernard:  Friday 6:00pm, Feb 19th thru Mar 26th  
Combined Reconciliation Service at St. Bernard: 
     from 6:30pm to 8:00pm on March 10th  
        ( 3 priests available) 
Holy Thursday Mass:   7:00pm Mass at Ascension 
Good Friday Liturgy:   7:00pm at St. Bernard 
Easter Vigil Mass:         7:00pm at St. Bernard 
Easter Sunday Masses: 
         8:00am at Ascension  and 10:00am at St Bernard 
KC Scholarships:  The KCs are offering 4 scholarships 
to graduating seniors.  Please see the insert for all the de-
tails.  Contact the parish office for an application. 
Catholic Services Appeal:   
Here is a status on the Appeal for our parishes. 
St. Bernard:  goal is $11,549.  Pledged and received is $4025. 
Ascension:  goal is $9,290.  Pledged and received is $5195. 
This is down considerably from prior years.  Please consider 
that this Appeal enables the 20 designated ministries that 
serve the poor, support life, and strengthen the Faith to thrive 
and transform lives.  Envelopes can be found in the pews at 
church or go to GiveCSAF,org to give electronically. 

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of Larry Sharratt, husband 
of Sandy Sharratt. Larry passed 
away on February 17th. Sandy 
was the Secretary/bookkeeper at 

St. Bernard at the time when Fr. George Thoom-
skuzhy and part of Fr. Martin Shallbetter served as 
pastors of St. Bernard.  
May he rest in peace and may his soul and all the 
souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace. Amen.      
Please also pray for Sandy and the family.  

This being the Third Sunday Of Lent we have a few 
weeks of Lent to practice the three pillars of Lent. 
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. Increase your 
prayer time. Observe extra fasting days. Increase 
your donations to church or other charities or volun-
teer to help a neighbor or friend in need.  The Church 
has specific guidelines for fast and abstinence during 
Lent.   



 

Eucharistic Adoration   
Has been cancelled until April 

Please watch the bulletin for further notice.   
Spiritual Resources!    

TV: Diocese of St. Cloud: Sun., 11 AM. on KSTCTV/45;—
Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30 AM. on Fox 9+;
— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sun., Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/
Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00 
AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM. 
Radio: Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun. at noon, 
and at 9 a.m. 
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world, an 
end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.  
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that air 
the Rosary. 
TV:EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approximately 
8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm. 
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm  Nuvera 
Nu Tel Cable TV Ch. 21 
Radio: Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Rosary 
across America”  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sat.     Mar. 6    8:00pm.   No Mass 
Sun.    Mar. 7  10:00am.   †Paul Wickenhauser,  
             †Allen Storms All Parishioners   
Mon.   Mar. 8                 No Mass   
Tues.   Mar. 9    6:15 pm.  Mass  at Ascension   
Wed.   Mar. 10   8:00am.  Word Service 
Thurs. Mar. 11           No Mass 
Fri.      Mar. 12            No Mass  
Sat.      Mar. 13   8:00pm. No Mass 
Sun.     Mar. 14 10:00am. †Clarence & Muriel   
         Wickenhauser & All Parishioners        

CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT  

& TREASURE 
March 8 through March 14, 2021 

 

SERVERS: EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: & GREET-
ERS:    Suspended until further notice. Will resume when 
“Social Distancing” is no longer needed. 
LECTORS & USHERS Please sign up on the website. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                             3,059.33  
Contributions 02-24 through  02-28-2021         2,989.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                            132,470.77 
YTD 12-31Collection Over (Under) Budget     6,613.10 
Forward in Faith   
Envelope Income                                                     912.00 
Electronic Donations                                                 00.00  
Forward in Faith Total                                          912.00 
Forward in Faith YTD                                      28,427.36 
 

Did you know you can have your contributions au-
tomatically deducted from your checking or savings 
account? For more information call the parish office 
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
 

STEWARSHIP of Time, Talent and Generosity 

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals as of  02/28/21 

   Weekly Operating Budget:                       $    3,115.38 
   Contributions:                                        
985.00 
   E-Giving:                                                             885.00 
   Weekly Budget YTD:                                  109,038.30 
   Actual Collection YTD:                               100.878.25 
   CUF-KC December Match:                            7,500.00 
   Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:              (660.05) 
   Capital Improvement Offering:                        130.00 
   Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                       170.00 
   Capital Improvement YTD:                            7,000.00 
 

Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org  
    Under Links -> E-giving.  Or call the parish office for 
more information: 952-467-3351. 

  

                    MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mon.    Mar. 8                      No Mass 
Tues.    Mar. 9 6:15 pm       Eugene Braunwarth t 
Wed.    Mar. 10                    No Mass 
Thurs.  Mar. 11                    No Mass 
Fri.      Mar. 12 6:15 pm      No Mass 
Sat.      Mar. 13 5:00 pm      Del Lano t 
Sun.     Mar. 7  8:00 am       No Mass 

Ministry   Sat. 5:00 pm    Sun.  8:00 am 

Servers  
 

 

Reader JMT Member  

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

  

Ushers JMT Member 
 

 

Greeters JMT Member 
 

 

Homebound 
Ministers 

  

Sacristan Sherry Witte Suspended until  
further notice 

Mass Ministry Schedule - Mar 8-14 

 
“The fruit of Silence is Prayer.  The fruit of Prayer is Faith.  
The fruit of Faith is Love.  The fruit of Love is Service.” 
                                                    - St. Mother Teresa 

                
                Eucharistic Adoration  

 

                 Every Tuesday & Friday  
                  3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.  
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