
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Elroy Knauer…....……....952-466-9882 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   David Donnay…………952-201-1942 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Thomas Kasel……………..612-386-9109 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  Sherry Witte……..………..952-467-3351    
E-mail………busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  – MARCH 21, 2021 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Mar. 21,-Mar. 27, 2021 
3/21 Fifth Sunday of Lent: Jer 31:31-34*Ps 51:3-4,12-15*Heb 
5:7-9*Jn 12:20-33. 3/22 Lenten Weekday: Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-
30,33-62*Ps 23:1-6*Jn 8:1-11. 3/23 St. Turibius of Mogrove-
jo: Nm 21:4-9*Ps 102:2-3,16-21*Jn 8:21-30. 3/24 Lenten 
Weekday: Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95*Dn 3:52-56*Jn 8:31-42. 3/25 
The Annunciation of the Lord: Is 7:10-14; 8:10*Ps 40:7-
11*Heb 10:4-10*Lk 1:26-38.  3/26 Lenten Weekday: Jer 20:10
-13*Ps 18:2-7*Jn 10:31-42. 3/27 Lenten Weekday: Ez 37:21-
28*Ps 31:10-13*Jn 11:45-56. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the  
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to 

pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and weekend Mass  

announcements must be in to the bulletin e-mail address 
or a paper copy in the Parish office at St. Bernard.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE: 
Thursday, March 25th for the April 4th bulletin copy. 

Burn out rather than to Rust out 
  
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
We are just one week away from the Holy Week. 
The readings of the fifth Sunday of Lent challenge 
us to make a difference in the lives of others by our 
sacrificial service to those in the family, in around 
us, in the workplace and in a wider society. In the 
First Reading from the Book of Jeremiah (31:31-
34), we hear of God’s promise of a New Covenant 
with his people. The old covenant was inscribed in 
stone in the days of the exodus. But this new cove-
nant will be distinct from the former one. It would 
be inscribed in the hearts of the people, so that peo-
ple’s commitment may be made interior.   
 
The second reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
(5:7-9) teaches that it is by his suffering and death, 
in obedience to his Father’s will, that Jesus estab-
lished the New Covenant. He submitted himself to 
the fullness of the Divine Will of God the Father. 
From this perfect example of obedience and sub-
mission, we learn that through suffering, our souls 
are sanctified. When we endure sufferings, we are 
spiritually enlightened to the needs of those who are 
suffering. From every form of suffering, there is a 
spiritual lesson to be learned. Suffering sanctifies 
the soul so it may become more in the likeness of 
Christ who is perfect. Jesus is the source of salva-
tion for those who obey him. Therefore, we must 
always be thankful to Jesus for what he sends us, 
trusting in his infinite grace to sanctify us through 
his Spirit. 
 
Using metaphors of the grain of wheat, (John 12:20
-33) Jesus teaches the same lesson of the second 
reading. He corrects the false notion of a political 
messiah by stating that he will be glorified by his 
suffering, death and resurrection. Jesus tells his dis-
ciples: “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains just 
a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 
hates his life in this world will preserve it for eter-
nal life.” Here Jesus tells us that this is the price of 
eternal life. The grain is totally transformed into 
something completely new: roots, leaves and fruit. 
Jesus here speaks about his own life which he sacri-
ficed in order to gain new life in the Kingdom. He 
invites us too to be ready to lose our life for the 
sake of Jesus and others in order to gain eternal life.  
 
Continued in the column to the right > > > > > > 

< < < < < <(Continued from the column on the left) 
Our soul is immortal, but our body can be separated 
from our soul and can thus die in order to gain eter-
nal life. Jesus has done so for us by giving his life for 
us so that we may gain fruit in plenty. This attitude 
and approach that Jesus has towards life and death is 
to be imitated by his disciples.   
 
Today’s gospel teaches us that to receive eternal life 
we need to die to ourselves through suffering and 
service.  Salt gives its taste by dissolving in 
food.  A candle gives light by having its wax melted 
and its wick consumed.  The oyster produces a price-
less pearl by transforming a grain of sand in a long 
and painful process.  Loving parents sacrifice them-
selves so that their children can enjoy a better life 
than they themselves had.   
 
We know that the world owes everything to people 
who spend their lives for God and for their fellow 
human beings. St. Teresa of Calcutta, for instance, 
gave up her comfortable teaching career, and with 
just seventeen cents in her pocket began her chal-
lenging life for the poor in the crowded streets of 
Calcutta. We see similar cases in the history of great 
saints, scientists and benefactors of mankind in all 
walks of life. They preferred to burn out rather than 
to rust out.  Let us learn to live this Lenten period 
“burning out,” spending our lives for others around 
us by humble, selfless and self-giving service.                         
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI  
Pastor       



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

Word of Life—“To celebrate the Gospel of life means to 
celebrate the God of life, the God who gives life… In 
every child which is born and in every person who lives 
or dies we see the image of God’s glory. We celebrate 
this glory in every human being, a sign of the living God, 
an icon of Jesus Christ” (The Gospel of Life 84).  

Please join us on Wednesday mornings at 8 am for a 
Word and Communion service while Fr.  Abraham is re-
covering from surgery. The service includes the daily read-
ings, prayer, and Communion. We hope to see you there.  

Church of the Ascension   Norwood Young America, MN                    

We will be handing out Palms on Palm Sunday 
from 9 am until 11 am at St Bernard's church. 
Just drive up to the front doors and we will dis-
tribute to you.  
St. Bernard’s Easter Egg Hunt/Drive Through 

April 2rd at 10:00 AM. 
St. Bernard Church Canopy-Main entrance 

212 Church Street East 
Cologne, MN. 55322 

This event is sponsored by:  
St. Bernard branch of Catholic United Financial 

Open to all families in our community.  
Rain or Shine 

Retrouvaille: Help for Struggling Couples 
Date(s): Friday, April 9 – Sunday, April 11 
Location: Best Western, Eagan, Hosted by Retrouvaille 
Cost: $250 
More Information: Register Online at 
www.helpourmarriage.org 
Marriage Help: Thinking about separation or divorce? 
Hurting? Angry? Feel helpless? Retrouvaille is a lifeline 
for troubled marriages. Couples learn the tools to redis-
cover each other and heal their marriage. 100% confiden-
tial. 
Archdiocesan Youth Day (AYD) - Middle School 
Edition 
Friday, April 23, 6-10 p.m., St. John the Baptist, New 
Brighton  
Friday, April 30, 6-10 p.m., Mary, Mother of the Church, 
Burnsville  
Middle school age students are invited to join speakers 
including Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Fr. Chad VanHoose and 
more in the first AYD event designed specifically for this 
age group. For more information contact Katie Walker at 
651.291.4506 or walkerk@archspm.org. 

Mass Times 
   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm;  
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10:00 am;  
        FM broadcast to parking lot – FM station 91.7 -  
        Communion under portico. 
 
    Daily Masses will resume on Tues. March 30th. 
    Ascension:  Tues. and Fri. at 6:15 pm; 
    St. Bernard:  Wed. and Thurs. at 8:00 am. 
 
Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org 
or st-bernard-cologne.org.  If you do not have internet 
access, please call the parish office for assistance. 

Palm Distribution 
Palms will be distributed at both parishes on Palm Sun-
day between 9 am and 11 am for those not coming to 
Mass that day.  Distribution locations will be at the 
front of each church. 

Lenten Services Schedule 
Stations of the Cross : 
    Ascension:  Friday 6:15pm,  Feb 19th thru Mar 26th 

    St. Bernard:  Friday 6:00pm, Feb 19th thru Mar 26th  
Holy Thursday Mass:    8:00pm Mass at Ascension 
Good Friday Stations:   3:00pm at Ascension 
Good Friday Liturgy:   7:00pm at St. Bernard 
Easter Vigil Mass:         8:00pm at St. Bernard 
Easter Sunday Masses: 
        8:00am at Ascension  and 10:00am at St Bernard 

Confirmation and First Communion 
Confirmation will be held at St. Bernard on April 18th 
at 2:00pm with Bishop Andrew Cozzens officiating.   
First Communion will be held at the regular weekend 
Masses on April 24th and 25th.   
Please pray that the Holy Spirit fills the hearts of all 
these young people as they receive these blessed sacra-
ments. 

Good Friday, Holy Land Collection: April 2  
We are “back on track” this year for the Holy Land col-
lection on Good Friday. The wars, unrest and instability 
continue to be especially hard on Christians. Also, the 
Holy Land is struggling with the effects of the COVID 
epidemic. In these times of crisis, Pope Francis is en-
couraging us all to support the Pontifical Good Friday 
Collection which helps the Franciscan community min-
ister in parishes, sustain Catholic education, maintain 
Holy Land shrines and provide medical and housing as-
sistance for the poor and elderly. A percentage of the 
collection will also provide aid to our partner Archdio-
cese of Damascus, Syria, as they struggle to rebuild from 
years of conflict. When you contribute to the Good Fri-
day Collection, you become an instrument of peace and 
join with Catholics around the world in solidarity with 
the Church in the Holy Land. Please be as generous as 
you are able! 

Catholic United Financial Scholarships 
Catholic United Financial scholarship application period is 
open from March 1st – April 30th of each year. These schol-
arships are a one-time benefit awarded to any member (any 
age) who is pursuing a degree, diploma or certification.  Ap-
plicants must have been a member for at least 2 years by the 
application deadline. Awards of $300 to members attend-
ing a non-Catholic institution, or $500 for those attend-
ing a Catholic college, university or institution.  Applica-
tions are done online through our Member Portal at 
www.catholicunitedfinancial.org/scholarships. 



 

Eucharistic Adoration   
Has been cancelled until April 

Please watch the bulletin for further notice.   
Spiritual Resources!    

TV: Diocese of St. Cloud: Sun., 11 AM. on KSTCTV/45;—
Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30 AM. on Fox 9+;— 
Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sun., Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/Direct 
29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 
AM, 6:00 PM. 
Radio: Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun. at noon, 
and at 9 a.m. 
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world, an 
end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.  
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that air 
the Rosary. 
TV:EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approximately 
8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm. 
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm  Nuvera Nu 
Tel Cable TV Ch. 21 
Radio: Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Rosary 
across America”  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sat.     Mar. 20    8:00pm.   No Mass 
Sun.    Mar. 21  10:00am.    †Theresa Feist &  
               All Parishioners   
Mon.   Mar. 22                  No Mass   
Tues.   Mar. 23    6:15pm.    No Mass  
Wed.   Mar. 24    8am.         No Mass 
Thurs. Mar. 25    8:00am.   No Mass 
Fri.      Mar. 26             No Mass  
Sat.      Mar. 27   8:00pm.    No Mass 
Sun.     Mar. 28 10:00am.    Dennis & Janice Cink  
            Family & All Parishioners        

CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT  

& TREASURE 
March 22 through March 28, 2021 

 

SERVERS: EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: & GREET-
ERS:    Suspended until further notice. Will resume when 
“Social Distancing” is no longer needed. 
LECTORS & USHERS Please sign up on the website. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                             3,649.58  
Contributions 03-10 through  03-16-2021         5,760.07 
Total Actual Collection YTD                            140,735.76 
YTD 12-31Collection Over (Under) Budget     7,578.92 
Forward in Faith   
Envelope Income                                                     555.00 
Electronic Donations                                               543.42 
Forward in Faith Total                                       1,093.42 
Forward in Faith YTD                                      29,801.28 
Global Solidarity Sunday Collection                    144.00 
                    

Did you know you can have your contributions au-
tomatically deducted from your checking or savings 
account? For more information call the parish office 
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
 

STEWARSHIP of Time, Talent and Generosity 

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals as of  03/14/21 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                       $    3,115.38 
     Contributions:                         1,087.00 
     E-Giving:                                                              290.00 
     Weekly Budget YTD:                                  115,269.06 
     Actual Collection YTD:                               106,110.25 
     CUF-KC December Match:                            7,500.00 
     Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:             (1,685.81) 
     Capital Improvement Offering:                          40.00 
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                         45.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                            7,255.00 
 
Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org  
    Under Links -> E-giving.  Or call the parish office for more 
information: 952-467-3351. 

  

                    MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mon.    Mar. 22                     No Mass 
Tues.    Mar. 23 6:15 pm      No Mass 
Wed.    Mar. 24                     No Mass 
Thurs.  Mar. 25                     No Mass 
Fri.      Mar. 26 6:15 pm       No Mass 
Sat.      Mar. 27 5:00 pm       Loraine Meuffels t 
Sun.     Mar. 28 8:00 am       No Mass 

Ministry   Sat. 5:00 pm    Sun.  8:00 am 

Servers  
 

 

Reader JMT Member  

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

  

Ushers JMT Member 
 

 

Greeters JMT Member 
 

 

Homebound 
Ministers 

  

Sacristan Sherry Witte Suspended until  
further notice 

 

                Eucharistic Adoration  
                 Every Tuesday & Friday  
                  3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.    

Mass Ministry Schedule - Mar 27-28 

 

When we are sent out of Mass, carrying Christ within us in the 
Eucharist, when we spend time in silent prayer, asking God to 
fill us with His Spirit, we are sent forth to communicate that 
glory and grace to others.                              - Leah Libresco 
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