323 R
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWW.ascensionnya.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ........... 952-777-0111
Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org

Trustees
David Donnay............ 952-201-1942
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Finance Council Chairperson
John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765

Communion for Homebound
Sue Tellers ..................612-247-6881

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer .........952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two

meetings need to be completed 6 months 3

before the proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
By appointment with Father.
Call 952-856-1050

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.

MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am.

Pastor

Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI
Office ....coovvvvi i 952-856-1050
frabraham(@st-bernard-cologne.org

Joint Mission Team Chairperson
Thomas Kasel................. 612-386-9109

Faith Formation
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades

Kara Wickenhauser......... 952-466-4719
DRE Middle School Grades

Melanie Kleindl.............. 763-645-7602
DRE Confirmation Class

Julie Kleindl................... 952-807-3522

Bulletin Co-editors

Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304

E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Sherry Witte................... 952-467-3351

E-mail......... busadmin@ascensionnya.org

Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information

Office ....oovviieiiii. 952-466-2031
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru

Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.

Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ............. 952-856-1052
Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org

Trustees
Andrew Kleindl.............952-442-9282
Elroy Knauer.................952-466-9882

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann 952-466-3331

Communion for Homebound

Barb Knorr...................952-466-2447
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ........ kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Marcy Wickenhauser.......952-466-2593

Funeral Lunch Contact

Sandy Bengston ............ 612-240-4977
Ladies Guild President
Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769

Catholic United Financial
CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT — FEBRUARY 21, 2021



Repent, and Believe in the Gospel
Dear brothers and sisters,

The First Sunday of Lent always presents the tempta-
tion of the Lord. This makes sense because the Lord
fasted for 40 days, defeated the temptations of the devil
and then began his public ministry.

Usually on the first Sunday of Lent we hear about three
different temptations the Lord endured. Today’s read-
ing is from the Gospel of Mark. Mark just states that
Jesus went into the desert for forty days, was confront-
ed with temptations, beat off the devil and then began
his mission.

Temptations are always there and are difficult to over-
come. The complex aspect of temptation is that they all
contain an element of attractiveness. All of God’s cre-
ation contains beauty and purpose. We, human beings
pervert that beauty and turn something that is good into
bad. For example, the human body is beautiful; por-
nography is a perversion of the beauty. Another, exam-
ple, there are wonderful medications to help people
who suffer from anxiety attacks, depression, etc. The
same medication is used by addicts to destroy their
lives and the lives of those around them.

All sin is attractive. If it wasn’t attractive we wouldn’t
be tempted by it. When someone says, “If it feels
good, do it,” what they are saying is that sin is accepta-
ble as long as you are getting selfish pleasure from it.
That is the way of the world. That is not the way of
Jesus. Nor can it be our way.

Jesus is the conqueror of sin. But the battle was not a
simple task. Jesus was tempted to save his own life
and to give up the Father’s will. But his love for the
Father and his love for us were more powerful than
anything the devil or the world could do. Jesus beat off
temptation. When we choose Christ, the devil really
doesn’t stand a chance. “Jesus was among wild beast,
and the angels ministered to him.” (Mark 1:13) The
ministry of an angel can help a person have a new
mind and heart.

The forty days of Lent are really about loving God and
loving our brothers and sisters. It is time to conquer the
temptations of the world. Today Jesus says to us “This
is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1: 15).
Such is the Ash Wednesday greeting that the mother
Church gives her children. Jesus is calling us for a radi-
cal change in our whole way of seeing life and the
world. The very purpose of lent is the conversion of
heart and mind through repentance.

(Continued in the column to the right ) > > > > > >

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Feb. 21,-Feb. 27, 2021

2/21 First Sunday of Lent: Gn 9:8-15*Ps 25:4-9*1 Pt 3:18-22*Mk
1:12-15. 2/22 The Chair of Peter: 1 Pt 5:1-4*Ps 23:1-6*Mt 16:13-
19. 2/23 St. Polycarp: Is 55:10-11*Ps 34:4-7,16-19*Mt 6:7-15. 2/24
Lenten Weekday: Jon 3:1-10*Ps 51:3-4,12-13,18-19*Lk 11:29-32.
2/25 Lenten Weekday: Est C:12,14-16,23-25*Ps 138:1-3,7-8*Mt
7:7-12. 2/26 Lenten Weekday: Ez 18:21-28*Ps 130:1-8*Mt 5:20-
26.2/27 Lenten Weekday: Dt 26:16-19%Ps 119:1-2,4-5,7-8*Mt 5:43
-48.

CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

=

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to
pquinnS5322@hotmail.com
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements
must be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper
copy in the Parish office at St. Bernard.

All events cancelled until further notice.

< < < < < < (Continued from the column on the left)
We give up a food or drink or an activity for Lent.
Give up something for Lent that will actually be a sac-
rifice for us. It gives us moral and spiritual strength to
fight against the weakness left by sin in our souls. It
encourages us to share our food and goods with the
needy. It provides us the opportunity to identify with
the hungry and the poor. That is great. However, let us
also consider other things that we can give up during
this Lent.

Give up worries and anxieties: Instead, put our trust in
God.

Give up hatred.: Instead, turn to forgiveness and love.
Give up gossiping and speaking unkindly: Instead, “Be
kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one an-
other as God has forgiven us in Christ.”

Give up judging: God alone can judge rightly.

Give up anger: Instead, Be more patient.

Give up complaining: Instead, focus on gratitude.

Give up buying anything but essentials for yourself!
Instead, give the money to poor. The money you would
spend on the luxuries could help someone meet basic
needs.

Let us observe the season of Lent with a concrete reso-
lution to renew our life in Christ, doing our duties for
the glory of God, for the service of fellow beings and
for our own sanctification.

Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays in
Lent. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of
age is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. On these two days of fast, only one full meal is
recommended. Two other smaller meals (together are
not equal to a full meal), sufficient to maintain
strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs.
Have a holy Season of Lent.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI
Pastor




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Mass Times
Until further notice:
Ascension: Saturday at 5:00 pm;
St. Bernard: Sunday at 10:00 am;
FM broadcast to parking lot — FM station 91.7 -
Communion under portico.

All daily Masses are cancelled until further notice.
Please see the Lenten Schedule below for exceptions.

Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org or
st-bernard-cologne.org. If you do not have internet ac-
cess, please call the parish office for assistance.

Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org
or st-bernard-cologne.org. If you do not have internet
access, call the parish office for assistance.

Lenten Services Schedule
Ash Wednesday Masses:
5:00pm at Ascension and 6:45pm at St. Bernard
Tuesday Masses at Ascension:
6:15pm on Feb 23", March 9™ and 16™ only
Communion Service at St. Bernard:
Wednesday 8am, Feb 24" thru March 17"
Stations of the Cross at Ascension:
Friday 6:15pm, Feb 19" thru Mar 26
Combined Reconciliation Service at St. Bernard:
from 6:30pm to 8:00pm on March 10"
(3 priests available)
Holy Thursday: 7pm Mass at Ascension
Good Friday Liturgy: 7:00pm at St. Bernard
Easter Vigil Mass: 7:00pm at St. Bernard
Easter Sunday Masses:

8:00am at Ascension and 10:00am at St Bernard

Together in Hope: The Catholic Services Appeal
Foundation partners with fellow Catholics to share
Christ’s love with neighbors in need through ministries
that serve the poor, support life and strengthen the Faith.
Y our gift brings hope by helping provide:

» Thousands with life-giving care via hospital chaplains.

* 12,000 people / week with fresh groceries and hygiene
items. ¢ 1,200 hot meals monthly. ¢ 635 people with
housing/emergency shelter each month. 33,000 young
people with Faith-filled outreach. ¢ 1,300 women and
families with pro-life support. <« 28,000 Catholic school
students with in-person learning. < Over 50 seminarians
studying to be future priests of our Archdiocese with tui-
tion assistance, room and board.

Visit  www.csafspm.org to learn
www.GiveCSAF.org to donate today!

more or

National Catholic Men’s Conference:

Living in View of Eternity February 19-21, online
This conference will drill down into the practical lessons
of living our vocation as Fathers, Husbands, Sons, and
Disciples. Regardless of where you are in your life, we
are going to give you a little something new that you've
never thought of before. And it might just transform your
life. Learn more and register at
https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/ncmc2021

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Please join us on Wednesday mornings at 8 am for a
Word and Communion service while Fr. Abraham is re-
covering from surgery. The service includes the daily
readings, prayer, and Communion. We hope to see you
there.

Cuppa Joe:
10 Talks on the 10 Wonders of Saint Joseph

Date(s): First Tuesday of the month, March — December
2021

Time: Afternoon Coffee (4 p.m.)

Location: Virtual Talks Posted on Facebook, YouTube
and Instagram — and on the Year of Saint Joseph page

More Information: Sign up to receive monthly videos and
other Synod updates at: www.archspm.org/synod/updates

Cuppa Joe is a series of 10 talks by 10 theologians on the
10 wonders of Saint Joseph, taking place at 10 locations
in our archdiocese entrusted to the patronage of our spir-
itual father. These talks will premiere the first Tuesday of
the month, March — December, at 4 p.m. — just in time for
your afternoon coffee.

Dates, Topics, Presenters and Locations™

March 2: “Delight of Saints,” Fr. Tom Margevicius, West
St. Paul

April 6: “Our Spiritual Father,” Dr. Deborah Savage, Li-
no Lakes

May 4: “Young Husband of Mary,” Fr. Evan Koop, Ma-
ple Grove

June 1: “Virginal Father of Jesus,” Kelly Wahlquist, Red
Wing

July 6: “Just and Reverent Man,” Fr. Kevin Zilverberg,
New Hope

August 3: “Savior of the Savior,” Deacon Joe Michalak,
Miesville

September 7: “Adorer of Christ,” Liz Kelly, Waconia
October 5: “Silent Witness,” Fr. John Floder, Rosemount
November 2: “Patron of a Happy Death,” Deacon Dan
Gannon, St. Paul

December 7: “Terror of Demons,” Fr. Jon Vander Ploeg,
Taylors Falls

*Events are virtual, with theologians presenting at the
locations above. Learn more about these locations under
Local Pilgrimages.

Word of Life—“Abortion affects countless marriages
more than many people recognize. But there is no doubt
that God will bring great healing to those who trust in his
infinite mercy. If a past abortion can be acknowledged
and addressed, a married couple can make great strides in
experiencing even more fully God’s design that ‘the two
shall become one’ (Mt 19:5).”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Healing within Marriage from an Abortion”
respectlife.org/healing-in-marriage




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT
& TREASURE
February 22 through February 28, 2021

SERVERS: EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: & GREET-
ERS: Suspended until further notice. Will resume when
“Social Distancing” is no longer needed.

LECTORS & USHERS Please sign up on the website.

Eucharistic Adoration
Has been cancelled until April
Please watch the bulletin for further notice.

Spiritual Resources!
TV: Diocese of St. Cloud: Sun., 11 AM. on KSTCTV/45,—
Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30 AM. on Fox 9+;
— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sun., Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/
Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00
AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM.
Radio: Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun. at noon,
and at 9 a.m.
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world, an
end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that air
the Rosary.
TV:EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approximately
8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm.
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm Nuvera
Nu Tel Cable TV Ch. 21
Radio: Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Rosary
across America”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat. Feb.20 8:00pm. No Mass
Sun. Feb. 21 10:00am. jPaul Wickenhauser &
All Parishioners

Mon. Feb. 22 No Mass
Tues. Feb.23 6:15Spm Mass at Ascension
Wed. Feb. 24 No Mass
Thurs. Feb. 25 No Mass
Fri. Feb. 26 No Mass

Sat. Feb.27 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. Feb. 28 10:00am. fEdward Tellers Family

& All Parishioners

Stewardship of Treasure
Budget for week 3,059.33
Contributions 02-10 through 02-16-2021 3,500.42
Total Actual Collection YTD 125,917.77

YTD 12-31Collection Over (Under) Budget 6,178.76
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 700.00
Electronic Donations 543.42
Forward in Faith Total 1,243.42
Forward in Faith YTD 27,390.36

Did you know you can have your contributions au-
tomatically deducted from your checking or savings
account? For more information call the parish office
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP of Time, Talent and Generosity

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday & Friday
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Mass Ministry Schedule - Feb. 27-28

Ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 8:00 am
Sacristan Sherry Witte Suspended until
further notice
Servers
Reader JMT Member
Eucharistic
Ministers
Ushers JMT Member
Greeters JMT Member
Homebound
Ministers
MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. Feb. 22 No Mass
Tues. Feb.23 6:15pm  All Parishioners
Wed. Feb. 24 No Mass
Thurs. Feb. 25 No Mass
Fri. Feb.26 6:15pm  No Mass
Sat.  Feb.27 5:00 pm  John Lewandowski t
Sun. Feb. 28 8:00 am No Mass

Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 02/14/21

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 3,115.38
Contributions: 979.00
E-Giving: 290.00
Weekly Budget YTD: 102,807.54
Actual Collection YTD: 97,191.25
CUF-KC December Match: 7,500.00
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: 1,883.71
Capital Improvement Offering: 65.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 45.00
Capital Improvement YTD: 6,655.00

Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org
Under Links -> E-giving. Or call the parish office for
more information: 952-467-3351.

“It’s a poverty to decide a child must die so

that you may live as you wish.”
Mother Theresa of Calcutta
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