323 R
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWW.ascensionnya.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ........... 952-777-0111
Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org

Trustees
David Donnay............ 952-201-1942
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Finance Council Chairperson
John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765

Communion for Homebound
Sue Tellers ..................612-247-6881

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer .........952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two

meetings need to be completed 6 months 3

before the proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
By appointment with Father.
Call 952-856-1050

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.

MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am.

Pastor

Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI
Office ....coovvvvi i 952-856-1050
frabraham(@st-bernard-cologne.org

Joint Mission Team Chairperson
Thomas Kasel................. 612-386-9109

Faith Formation
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades

Kara Wickenhauser......... 952-466-4719
DRE Middle School Grades

Melanie Kleindl.............. 763-645-7602
DRE Confirmation Class

Julie Kleindl................... 952-807-3522

Bulletin Co-editors

Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304

E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Sherry Witte................... 952-467-3351

E-mail......... busadmin@ascensionnya.org

Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information

Office ....oovviieiiii. 952-466-2031
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru

Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.

Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ............. 952-856-1052
Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org

Trustees
Andrew Kleindl.............952-442-9282
Elroy Knauer.................952-466-9882

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann 952-466-3331

Communion for Homebound

Barb Knorr...................952-466-2447
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ........ kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Marcy Wickenhauser.......952-466-2593

Funeral Lunch Contact

Sandy Bengston ............ 612-240-4977
Ladies Guild President
Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769

Catholic United Financial
CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — FEBRUARY 14, 2021




Imitate the Compassionate Jesus

Dear sister and brothers,

St. Francis of Assisi had a terrible fear of lepers at one
time in his life. One day when he was out for a walk, he
heard the warning bell that lepers were required to ring
in the Middle Ages. When a leper came closer, St. Fran-
cis saw that he was horribly disfigured. Half of his nose
had been eaten away and his hands were stubs without
fingers. Instead of giving in to his fears, Francis ran for-
ward, embraced the leper and kissed him. Francis’ life
was never the same after that event. He had found a new
relationship with God, a new sensitivity to others and a
new energy for his ministry.

All three readings of today teach us the need for social
acceptance even when people are different from us.
They also tell us that it is purity or holiness of soul com-
ing from God that cleanses our lives.

The first reading (Leviticus 13, 1-2. 44-46) shows the
ancient Jewish attitude toward leprosy and the rules for
isolating lepers. This provides a background for Jesus’
healing of a leper (Mark 1:40-45). Jesus, moved with
pity, stretched out his hand, touched the leper, and said
to him, “Be made clean.” Jesus did not see the unclean
leper, or his disease. He was not concerned with the
strict prohibitions of Jewish society. Jesus did not see a
leper at all; he saw a human soul in desperate need. Je-
sus liberates the leper both from the disease of leprosy
and from the unjust and inhuman social isolation to
which the lepers were subjected.

At the time of Jesus, the Jewish society was highly hier-
archical; many people like tax collectors, persons with
disabilities and contagious diseases were discriminated
and excluded from the community. Hence Jesus wanted
a radical change in the mindset of the people. What Je-
sus wanted was not a temporary change, but a radical
and total change through repentance.

Jesus calls every one of us to demolish the walls that
separate us from each other and to welcome the less for-
tunate and be compassionate to, the outcasts and the un-
touchables of modern society. These include AIDS vic-
tims, alcoholics, drug addicts and marginal-
ized groups such as the immigrant workers etc. God’s
loving hand must reach out to them through us. Jesus
wants us to touch their lives. We may be signs of God’s
compassionate care for all who are marginalized or
whose dignity is devaluated.

At the conclusion of the Gospel of Mark, Jesus pro-
claims the signs of his disciples. Among these signs is
this one: “they will lay hands on the sick and they will
recover.” (Mark 16 18).

We possess the wonderful capacity to be instruments of
the healing power of Christ. Therefore, we have the duty
to pray for the sick, to help them get effective medical
help, and to show compassion for them.

(Continued in the column to the right) > > > >>>> >

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Feb. 14,-Feb. 20, 2021

2/14 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Lev 13:1-2,44-46*Ps
32:1-2,5,11*1 Cor 1031—11:1*Mk 1:40-45. 2/15: Gn 4:1-
15,25%Ps 50:1,8,16bc-17,20-21*Mk 8:11-13. 2/16: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1
-5,10%Ps 29:1a,2,3ac-4,3b,9¢c-10¥*Mk 8:14-21. 2/17 Ash Wednes-
day :Joel 2:12-18*Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,12-13,14,17*2 Cor 5:20—
6:2*Mt 6:1-6,16-18.2/18 Thursday after Ash Wednesday: Dt
30:15-20*Ps 55:17-20,23*Lk 9:22-25. 2/19 Friday after Ash
Wednesday: Is 58:1-9a*Ps 30:3-4,5-6ab,18-19*Mt 9:14-15. 2/20
Saturday after Ash Wednesday: Is 58:9b-14*Ps 69:17*Lk 5:27-
321-10.

CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

E )

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to
pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements
must be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper
copy in the Parish office at St. Bernard.

All events cancelled until further notice.

< < < < < < < (Continued from the column on the left)

The Gospels often note that Jesus was moved with pity
for the people as he preached the Kingdom of God. Feel-
ing pity and showing mercy are ideal Christian qualities
of great minds and large hearts. We are called to imitate
the compassion of Jesus.

Catholic Services Appeal

This year’s Catholic Services Appeal campaign theme is:
“Together in Hope” Serve the poor, support life and
strengthen the faith. This weekend, February 13 & 14, is
the Catholic Services Appeal Commitment Weekend. We
will watch the video of the Catholic Services Appeal at all
our Masses on this weekend.

Each year, the Catholic Services Appeal funds 20 Desig-
nated Ministries. Catholic Services Appeal is a very effec-
tive way to support ministries outside of our parish
boundaries. Your generous gift is a powerful witness to
our one Catholic family working together in support of
our Archdiocese. Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal
provides much needed help to those most in need.

“How can I repay the Lord, for all the great good done for
me?” (Psalm 116:12). Sharing our gifts with others is an
expression of our gratitude for the numerous favors we
have received from God.

Thank you so much for all that you do to support the
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI
Pastor




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Mass Times
Until further notice:
Ascension: Saturday at 5:00 pm;
St. Bernard: Sunday at 10:00 am;
FM broadcast to parking lot — FM station 91.7 -
Communion under portico.

All daily Masses are cancelled until further notice.
Except for Tues. Feb. 23rd at 6:15pm at Ascension
And Tues. March 9th at 6:15pm at Ascension

Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org or st
-bernard-cologne.org. If you do not have internet access,
please call the parish office for assistance.

Please sign up for Mass attendance at ascensionnya.org or
st-bernard-cologne.org. If you do not have internet access,
call the parish office for assistance.

Wednesday Communion Services: For six weeks begin-
ning Feb. 10th, a Communion service will be held at St. Ber-
nard's on Wednesday mornings at 8:00am.

Ash Wednesday Services are as follows:
Ascension: Wed., Feb. 17th at 5:00pm
St. Bernard: Wed., Feb.17th at 6:45pm

Stations of the Cross will held at Ascension on Friday’s at
6:15pm beginning Feb. 19th thru Lent. All are welcome to
participate in this Lenten activity.

Together in Hope: The Catholic Services Appeal Foun-
dation partners with fellow Catholics to share Christ’s love
with neighbors in need through ministries that serve the poor,
support life and strengthen the Faith. Your gift brings hope
by helping provide:

*» Thousands with life-giving care via hospital chaplains.

* 12,000 people / week with fresh groceries and hygiene
items. < 1,200 hot meals monthly.  * 635 people with
housing/emergency shelter each month. ¢ 33,000 young
people with Faith-filled outreach. ¢ 1,300 women and fami-
lies with pro-life support. * 28,000 Catholic school students
with in-person learning. ¢ Over 50 seminarians studying to
be future priests of our Archdiocese with tuition assistance,
room and board.

Visit www.csafspm.org to learn

www.GiveCSAF.org to donate today!

more or

Synod at Home: Tips and Tools for Growing in Faith
Five Thursdays in Lent, February 18 — March 18

During Lent, we often take on practices to deepen our faith
lives and commitment to serving others. But once Easter
comes, those practices can easily go to the wayside. How can
we make those practices stick, to continue on a path toward
holiness?

The Synod at Home series takes helpful videos, tips and
tools for growing in faith, and pairs them with family-
friendly activities based on four pillars: Prayer & Sacra-
ments, Lifelong  Learning, Generosity &  Ser-
vice, and Traditions & Fun. Individuals, couples and families
will find their faith and relationships strengthened by Synod
at Home.

Find weekly videos and materials at archspm.org/synod,
sign up for emails (archspm.org/synod/updates) or access
through the Synod app: text APP to 88202, then in the app
search for Archdiocesan Synod.

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Welcome Malea Faith Knorr!

We wish to extend a warm welcome to the newest member
of St. Bernard Church who was baptized on February 7,
2021. Malea is the daughter of Jason and Amber Knorr.
Many blessings to Malea and her family.

Please join us on Wednesday mornings (except Ash
Wednesday) at 8 am for a Word and Communion service
while Fr. Abraham is recovering from surgery. The ser-
vice includes the daily readings, prayer, and Communion.
We hope to see you there.

Red Cross Community Blood Drive will be in the Cologne
Community Center gym on Wednesday, Feb.17th, 1 to 7
pm. Contact Karen Shambour at 952-466-5928 for appoint-
ments.

Lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday, February
17th. Mass at Spm at Ascension. 6:45pm at St. Bernard.
As many of us do on New Years Day we make resolutions
to make changes in our lives. Many of us make a resolution
to give something up for Lent like Chocolate, Candy Etc.
Why not try something different this Lent. Give up watch-
ing a favorite TV program, give up electronics, give up gos-
sip, give up being judgmental etc. Introduce the three pillars
of Lent into your life this Lent. Prayer, Fasting and Alms-
giving. Increase your prayer time. Observe extra fasting
days. Increase your donations to church or other charities or
volunteer to help a neighbor or friend in need. The Church
has specific guidelines for fast and abstinence during Lent.
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of
fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays
during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on
fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fast-
ing, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as
two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal.
The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding
upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14
onwards.

Synod Prayer for the Year of Saint Joseph
(Dec 8, 2020 - Dec. 8, 2021)

Heavenly Father,
Who gave St. Joseph to Jesus and Mary
as protector and guide,
grant that our Archdiocesan Synod,
under his protection and guidance,
may help us discern your direction for our church.
May we listen as he listened,
trust as he trusted, obey as he obeyed,
receive as he received, love as he loved,
and share in his life of devotion to Jesus and Mary.
Amen.
St. Joseph, pray for us.

Word of Life— “Married love differs from any other love in
the world. By its nature, the love of husband and wife is so
complete, so ordered to a lifetime of communion with God
and each other, that it is open to creating a new human being
they will love and care for together.”

USCCB, Married Love and the Gift of Life




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT
& TREASURE
February 15 through February 21, 2021

SERVERS: EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: & GREET-
ERS: Suspended until further notice. Will resume when
“Social Distancing” is no longer needed.

LECTORS & USHERS Please sign up on the website.

Eucharistic Adoration
Has been cancelled until April
Please watch the bulletin for further notice.

Spiritual Resources!
TV: Diocese of St. Cloud: Sun., 11 AM. on KSTCTV/45,—
Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30 AM. on Fox 9+;
— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sun., Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/
Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00
AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM.
Radio: Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun. at noon,
and at 9 a.m.
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world, an
end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that air
the Rosary.
TV:EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approximately
8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm.
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm Nuvera
Nu Tel Cable TV Ch. 21
Radio: Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Rosary
across America”

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat. Feb. 13 8:00pm. No Mass
Sun. Feb. 14 10:00am. fClarence & Muriel

Wickenhauser & All Parishioners
Mon. Feb. 15 No Mass
Tues. Feb. 16 No Mass
Wed. Feb. 17 6:45pm {Bernice Wickenhauser
Thurs. Feb. 18 No Mass
Fri. Feb. 19 No Mass
Sat. Feb.20 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. Feb. 21 10:00am. fPaul Wickenhauser &

All Parishioners
Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 3,059.33
Contributions 02-01 through 02-09-2021 2,666.92
Total Actual Collection YTD 122,417.35
YTD 12-31Collection Over (Under) Budget 5,737.67
Forward in Faith
Envelope Income 25.00
Electronic Donations 265.50
Forward in Faith Total 290.50
Forward in Faith YTD 26,146.94

Did you know you can have your contributions au-
tomatically deducted from your checking or savings
account? For more information call the parish office
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP of Time, Talent and Generosity

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday & Friday
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Mass Ministry Schedule - Feb. 20-21

Ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 8:00 am

Sacristan Tamara Lemmer Suspended until
further notice

Servers

Reader JMT Member
Eucharistic

Ministers

Ushers JMT Member

Greeters JMT Member

Homebound
Ministers

MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. Feb. 15 No Mass

Tues. Feb.16 6:15pm  No Mass

Wed. Feb.17 5:00 pm  For Inactive Catholics

Thurs. Feb. 18 No Mass

Fri. Feb.19 6:15pm No Mass

Sat. Feb.20 5:00 pm Living and deceased
Members of the
Braunwarth Family

Sun. Feb.21 8:00am  No Mass

Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 02/07/21

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 3,115.38
Contributions: 2,333.00

E-Giving: 440.00
Weekly Budget YTD: 99,692.16
Actual Collection YTD: 95,904.25
CUF-KC December Match: 7,500.00
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: 3,712.09
Capital Improvement Offering: 285.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 70.00
Capital Improvement YTD: 6,545.00

Sign up for electronic giving at ascensionnya.org
Under Links -> E-giving. Or call the parish office for
more information: 952-467-3351.
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