
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Elroy Knauer…....……....952-466-9882 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   David Donnay…………952-201-1942 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Thomas Kasel……………..612-386-9109 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  Sherry Witte……..………..952-467-3351    
E-mail………busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – FEBRUARY 7, 2021 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Feb. 7,-Feb. 13, 2021 
2/7 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Job 7:1-4,6-7*Ps 147:1-6*1 
Cor 9:16-19*Mk  1:29-39. 2/8 St. Jerome Emiliani & St. Jose-
phine Bakhita: Gn  1:1-19*Ps 104:1-2,5-6,10,12,24,35*Mk 6:53-
56. 2/9: Gn  1:20—2:4a*Ps 8:4-9*Mk 7:1-13. 2/10 St. Scholasti-
ca :Gn  2:4b-9,15-17*Ps 104:1-2,247-30*Mk 7:14-23.2/11 Our 
Lady of Lourdes: Gn 2:18-25*Ps 128:1-5*Mk 7:24-30.  2/12: Gn 
3:1-8*Ps 32:1-2,5-7*Mk 7:31-37. 2/13 BVM: Gn 3:9-24*Ps 90:2-
6,12-13*Mk 8:1-10. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the  
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to 

pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements must be 
in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the Par-

ish office at St. Bernard.  

Life can be Beautiful if we Trust in the Lord 
 
Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

The Book of Job was written a very long time ago, between 
500 and 700 years before Christ. At the beginning of the 
story, Job was a prosperous man devoted to God. One day 
Satan appeared before God and claimed that the only reason 
Job was faithful to God was because he was greatly blessed. 
Satan challenged God to take away Job’s blessings and then 
he would surely stop loving God. 
 
Immediately, terrible things started happening to Job. All of 
his blessings were taken away. Then all of his children were 
killed. Finally, Job himself was afflicted with a painful skin 
disease. His wife offered no support. She said to him, “Are 
you still holding on to your innocence? Curse God and die.” 
But he says, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord.”   
 
Our reading this week picks up in chapter 7, where Job la-
ments about his new and distressing circumstances. He 
said, “Is not man’s life on earth a drudgery? My days…
come to an end without hope….my life is like the wind; I 
shall not see happiness again.” (Job 7:1-4, 6-7).  
 
Job’s lament is the cry we all feel within ourselves when we 
become seriously ill, or, perhaps, even more, when some-
one we love, a spouse, a child or a parent become ill or 
even die.  When we feel pain, regardless of its source, we 
want to join Job and say, “I shall never see happiness 
again.” 
 
The gospel reading for today (Mark 1:29-39) is presented as 
a contrast to the first reading. Jesus comes as the Divine 
Healer. Here the sick is healed and demons are expelled. 
Jesus heals people with all sorts of illnesses.   
 
In the second reading (1Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23), St. 
Paul writes of his compulsion to preach the gospel and of 
his identification with all who suffer. Jesus alone can give 
us complete healing. He is ready to help and heal us. But he 
wants us to seek and to trust in him. The gospel says, “They 
brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons. 
The whole town was gathered at the door.” (Mark 1:29-39). 
All who call out to the Lord are healed.  Some are healed 
physically.  Some are healed emotionally. When we need 
him most, Jesus is most present to us and with us. Life can 
be beautiful, even in the midst of suffering and sickness, if 
we learn to live through the mystery of suffering for the 
sake of the Gospel and its values. 
 
Even though Job had to deal with terrible pain and sorrow 
he did not curse God or did not take his own life for one 
simple reason: he knew God cared about him. He knew 
there had to be a logical explanation for what he was expe-
riencing. The faith in the goodness and justice of God is 
what kept Job going. When it was all said and done, Job 
passed the spiritual test, he did not lose faith in God, and 
his health and personal fortune were restored. The key to 
Job is faith in the caring God. Job went through the suffer-
ing and in the end, he learned how to trust in God. We can 
do the same, even more effectively, because we have Jesus 
who is our life hope and love. He is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. (Hebrew.13:8).  
(Continued in the column on the right) > > > > > > > > >  

Welcome to Elroy Knauer - new Trus-
tee and, Thank you to Tom Monsen 

I am glad to announce that Elroy Knauer is ap-
pointed as a Trustee of the Church of St. Ber-
nard by the Archdiocese. Elroy, you are wel-
come to, as a Trustee of the Church of St. Ber-
nard. This appointment is effective as of Febru-
ary 1, 2021. Thank you for your willingness to 
serve as a Trustee for the parish. Congratula-
tions and prayers. 
  
Andy Kleindl is reappointed as a Trustee of 
the Church of St. Bernard. Jack Lano is reap-
pointed as a Trustee of the Church of Ascen-
sion. Thank you for your willingness to serve 
again as Trustees. These appointments are 
effective as of February 1, 2021 
  
Tom Monsen has completed his term as a 
Trustee of the Church of St. Bernard. Tom, 
thank you so much for your great service to the 
Church of St. Bernard as a Trustee. Your wis-
dom counsel and service as the Trustee are 
greatly appreciated. Best wishes and prayers. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
Pastor           

< < < < < <Continued from the column on the left) 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               
Every Tuesday & Friday  

Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Eucharistic Adoration   
Has been cancelled until April 

Please watch the bulletin for further notice.   
Spiritual Resources!    

TV: Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 AM. on KSTCTV/45;
—Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30 AM. on Fox 9+;
— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/
Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00 AM, 
11:00 AM, 6:00 PM. 
Radio: Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sundays at 
noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world, an 
end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.  
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that air 
the Rosary. 
TV:EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approximately 
8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm. 
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm  Nuvera Nu 
Tel Cable TV Ch. 21 
Radio: Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Rosary 
across America”  

Word of Life - “A society is all the more human to the degree 
that it cares effectively for its most frail and suffering members, 
in a spirit of fraternal love. Let us strive to achieve this goal, so 
that no one will feel alone, excluded or abandoned.” 
 Pope Francis, Message for the 29th World Day of the Sick 
2021 © 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permis-
sion. All rights reserved.  

Feeling disconnected?  Every married couple deserves the gift 
of a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend!  The next virtual 
weekends in this area will be held Feb 12-14 2021 and Feb 18-
28 2021.  Early registration is highly recommended.  For more 
information visit our website at: twincitieswwme.org or contact 
Brent & Tracy at applications@twincitieswwme.org 
<mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com>  or 612-756-8720. 

Red Cross Community Blood Drive will be in the Cologne 
Community Center gym on Wednesday, February 17th, 1 to 7 
pm. Contact Karen Shambour at 952-466-5928 for appoint-
ments.  

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  
Mass at 5:00pm at Ascension. 6:45pm at St. Bernard.  

As many of us do on New Years Day we make resolutions to 
make changes in our lives. Many of us make a resolution to 
give something up for Lent like Chocolate, Candy Etc. Why 
not try something different this Lent. Give up watching a favor-
ite TV program, give up electronics, give up gossip, give up 
being judgmental etc. Introduce the three pillars of Lent into 
your life this Lent. Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. Increase 
your prayer time. Observe extra fasting days. Increase your 
donations to church or other charities or volunteer to help a 
neighbor or friend in need.  The Church has specific guidelines 
for fast and abstinence during Lent.  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fast-
ing and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during 
Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.  
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fast-
ing are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a 
person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller 
meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms con-
cerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the 
Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards.  

Mass Times 
   Until further notice: 
   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm;  
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10:00 am;  
        FM broadcast to parking lot – FM station 91.7 -  
        Communion under portico. 
 

All daily Masses are cancelled until further notice. 
Except for Tues. Feb. 23rd at 6:15pm at Ascension 
   And Tues. March 9th at 6:15pm at Ascension   

Please sign up for Mass attendance at  ascensionnya.org or st
-bernard-cologne.org.  If you do not have internet access, 
call the parish office for assistance. 

Valentine’s Day—Heart Day! 
Ascension’s Catholic United Financial group will be work-
ing with NYA local flower shops to raise money for the 
American Heart Association. 
 

If you buy a bouquet of fresh flowers from one of our local 
shops between February 8th and 14th,  Ascension’s CUF 
will donate $1.00 to the American Heart Association.  What 
a great way to share your LOVE and help a HEART!  
The local shops are: 
  Gemma Floral—612-562-6620  
     Facebook—www.gemmafloralgifts.com 
  Floral Defined LLC—952-873-1009 
     Facebook—www.floraldefined.com 
  Sunshine Inspiration—605-290-6678 
     Facebook—www.sunshineinspiration.com 
Synod at Home: Tips and Tools for Growing in Faith  
New sessions posted weekly February 18 – March 18   
In the Synod process, the Church is taking time to listen to one 
another, pray, and discuss in order to determine priorities. 
These steps are important for every household, too, that wants 
to thrive. The Synod at Home series takes helpful videos, tips 
and tools for growing in faith, and pairs them with family-
friendly activities based on four pillars: Prayer & Sacraments, 
Lifelong Learning, Generosity & Service, and Traditions & 
Fun. Individuals, couples and families will find their faith and 
relationships strengthened by Synod at Home.        
 Find weekly videos and materials at archspm.org/synod, sign 
up for emails (archspm.org/synod/updates) or access through 
the Synod app: text APP to 88202, then in the app search for 
Archdiocesan Synod.   

Ash Wednesday Services are as follows: 
    Ascension:  Wed., Feb. 17th at 5:00pm 
    St. Bernard: Wed., Feb.17th at 6:45pm 
Thank you, Dave!! 
Dave Dettmann is stepping down from the Bulletin Editor 
position at Ascension after many, many years.  Thank you, 
Dave for all the hours you’ve put into this job and for a job 
well done!  Please contact the office for article submission 
going forward. 

Correction! 
The Respect Life donation to Birthright of Hutchinson was 
$150.00 not $15 as was reported on Jan 17th.  Sorry for the 
confusion.  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

February 8 through February 14, 2021 
 
 

SERVERS:  
Sat.      8:00pm    No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am.   Suspended until further notice 
 
LECTORS: 
Sat.       8:00 pm.   No Mass 
Sun.   10:00 am     Volunteers Welcome 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:  
Sat.     8:00pm     No Mass 
Sun.  10:00am     Fr. Abraham 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm   No Mass 
Sunday    10:00am   Volunteers Welcome 
 
USHERS  
Sat.      8:00pm  No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am  Volunteers Welcome 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sat.     Feb.   6   8:00pm.   No Mass 
Sun.    Feb.   7  10:00am.  †Irene Shambour &  
              All Parishioners   
Mon.   Feb.  8                 No Mass   
Tues.   Feb.  9            No Mass   
Wed.   Feb. 10           No Mass 
Thurs. Feb. 11           No Mass 
Fri.      Feb. 12            No Mass  
Sat.      Feb. 13   8:00pm   No Mass 
Sun.     Feb. 14 10:00am.  †Clarence & Muriel   
         Wickenhauser & All Parishioners 
                  

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                             2,440.67  
Contributions 01-27 through  01-31-2021         5,362.25 
Total Actual Collection YTD                            119,750.43 
YTD 12-31Collection Over (Under) Budget     6,130.10 
Forward in Faith   
Envelope Income                                                      545.00 
Electronic Donations                                                    0.00  
Forward in Faith Total                                          545.00 
Forward in Faith YTD                                      25,856.44 
 
Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings 
account? For more information call the parish office 
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

 
SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Suspended until further notice 
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass   
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass   
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:    
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass   
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
  
 Team A:      
 Team B:      
 
USHERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass   
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Father Abraham 
Sun. 8:00 am    No Mass   
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass   
 

 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mon.     Feb.   8                     No Mass 
Tues.     Feb.   9 6:15 pm     No Mass 
Wed.     Feb.  10    No Mass  
Thurs.   Feb.  11                    No Mass  
Fri.        Feb.  12 6:15 pm      No Mass 
Sat.        Feb.  13  5:00 pm    George Lemmer † 
Sun.       Feb.  14  8:00 am    No Mass  

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  1/31/2021 

Weekly Operating Budget:              $   3,115.38 
Contributions:                                        2,129.00 
E-Giving:                                                    320.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                           96,576.78 
Actual Collection YTD:                       93,131.25 
CUF-KC December Match                    7,500,00 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD      4,054.47 
Capital Improvement Offering:                20.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:               65.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                $6,190.00 
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