SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two ;
meetings need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date. A

323 R

Sacrament of Reconciliation 212 Church St. East

Norwood Young America, MN 55368 B o T Cologne, MN 55322
Contact Information Call 952-856-1050 Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 . . Ofﬁce? ........................ 952-466-2031
Website ...... Www.ascensionnya.org Anointing of the Sick Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org
Call the parish office at any time.
Parish Ofﬁce Hours: Mon., Tues., Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm. MASS SCHEDULE Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.
. .. i . Parish Information E-mail:
Business Administrator Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm. 0T
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110 Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org Busi Administrat
. . St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am. gfllel:f;s\%ttemlmsra T 952.856.1051
Safe Environment Coordinator Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am. Eomail:

Sarah Smith ........... 952-777-0111

Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Trustees Pastor Safe Environment Coordinator
. Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI  Sarah Smith 952-856-1052
David Donnay............ 952-201-1942 Offi 052-856-1050 o bpo
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765 10 e e ~020" Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org

Finance Council Chairperson Trustees

John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765  Joint Mission Team Chairperson Andrew Kleindl.............952-442-9282
Communion for Homebound Steve Lemmer................ 952-913-0790  Thomas Monsen.............507-514-7654

Sue Tellers .................612-247-6881 Faith Formation Finance Council Chairperson
Prayer Chain DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades Ralph Laumann .......... 952-466-3331

EarOII]()OI}[nal}(I ------------ 99222-266772251;363 Kara Wickenhauser......... 952-466-4719 Communion for Homebound

ucy fostecka ... —0/- DRE Middle School Grades -466-

E-mail: Ascensionprays(@aol.com Melanie Kleindl .o.......... 7636457600 1 KIOM o 932:406:2447
Adoration Coordinator DRE Confirmation Class Prayer C-hain

Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720 Julie Kleindl................... 952-807-3522  Patsy Quinn................. 952-466-3304

E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com Lori Kasel .........kasel.lori@gmail.com
Music Liturgy Patricia Qu]iilltlllletln Co-edltg 5r; 466-3304 Adoration Coordinator

Marilee Widmer .........952-467-3082 . A Marcy Wickenhauser.......952-466-2593

E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Social Hall Bookings David Dettmann ..............952-467-2268 Funeral Lunch Contact

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351 E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com  Sandy Bengston ............ 612-240-4977
Knights of Columbus-Grand . . . Ladies Guild President

. ) Joint Bulletin published weekly at:

Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633 ey, asc‘enl;;lon:lya_ 0:; pand Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Catholic United Financial www.st-bernard-cologne.org Catholic United Financial

Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001 Carol Hoen ................. 952-466-2456

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 6, 2020



“Prepare the Way of the Lord...”
Dear brothers and sisters,

“Prepare for the Lord,” John the Baptist proclaims
in the Gospel for this Second Sunday of Advent. He
was the last of the great prophets. He had a unique
and much needed message for the people of his
time and for us today. John was announcing a bap-
tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins to pre-
pare for Jesus coming. That was also the basic de-
mand of Jesus himself, for Jesus came saying,
“Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark1:15)

During Advent, we “prepare the way of the
Lord” (Isaiah 40:3) as we await His coming. On
this second Sunday of Advent, the Church pro-
claims that a major way to prepare to receive Jesus
our Savior is by repentance and the renewal of
life. What is this repentance? The Greek word that
St. Mark used for repentance was “metanoia”. This
means changing the attitude of our minds, by turn-
ing from a life centered on self to a life centered on
God. Repentance is the very central idea of Chris-
tian faith, for repentance is the turning away from
sin and the turning towards God and others that
God means us to live. The essence of repentance
lies in a change of heart, a change of conduct and a
change of life. Concretely, what do these scripture
readings mean for you and me right now? They
mean the same thing for us that they meant for
those who heard the preaching of John the Baptist.
The people from throughout the Judean countryside
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem went out to the Jor-
dan River where John was preaching. And they
confessed their sins and were baptized. The change
began. They acknowledged their sins. They present-
ed them to God for forgiveness. They began a brand
-new life in Jesus.

What John the Baptist is telling us is to look within,
change our own attitudes, and then trust God to al-
low this change to have a part in the transformation
of our lives. As Advent gets underway, we are
called to change, to look at our behavior and to hold
ourselves accountable. Certainly, we need to exam-
ine ways in which we truly fail, to repent and try to
amend. Do we follow what the Lord asks of us in
Holy Scripture? Or are we trying to make God ac-
commodate himself to what is convenient for us?
Do we cry out, as John the Baptist did, against in-
justice?

(Continued in the column on the right0> > > > > >

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Dec. 6-Dec. 12, 2020

12/6 Second Sunday of Advent: Is 40:1-5,9-11*Ps 85:9-14*2 Pt 3:8-
14*Mk 1:1-8. 12/7 St. Ambrose: Is 35:1-10%Ps 85:9-14*Lk 5:17-26.
12/8 The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Gn
3:9-15,20*Ps 98:1-4*Eph 1:3-6,11-12*Lk 1:26-38. 12/9 St. Juan
Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin: Is 40:25-31*Ps 103:1-4,8,10*Mt 11:28-30.
12/10 Advent Weekday: Is 41:13-20*Ps 145:1,9-13*Mt 11:11-15.
12/11 St. Damasus I: Is 48:17-19*Ps 1:1-4,6*Mt 11:16-19. 12/12
Our Lady of Guadalupe: Zec 2:14-17 or Rev. 11:19a; 12:1-
6a,10ab*Jdt 13:18-19*Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47.

@lﬁb CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
== ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the
bulletin: e-mail address & e-mail to
pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements must be
in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the Par-
ish office at St. Bernard.

Early Bulletin Deadlines: All copy for December 20th bulle-
tin must be sent in to the bulletin e-mail address & e-mailed to
pquinn55322@hotmail.com by noon on Thursday, December
10th. Due to the Christmas seasons’ Holiday.

All copy for the December 27th bulletin must be sent in to the
bulletin e-mail address & e-mailed to
pquinn55322@hotmail.com by noon on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 16th. Due to the Christmas seasons’ Holiday.

All events cancelled until further notice.

< < < < < (Continued from the column on the left)
Or do we accept it as part of daily life? Let us
struggle against the tendencies that we all have: of
trying to create a God in our own image and like-
ness or of saying, as others do, “If they are doing it,
I can also do it.” Do we care for the poor and hun-
gry? Do we find enough time to pray? Let us con-
fess our sins and humbly do whatever penance is
necessary.

We have a combined Parish Individual Confession
on December 9, Wednesday, from 5:00pm -
6:30pm at St. Bernard. Two priests will be availa-
ble. There will also be a General Absolution ser-
vice at each parish after the regularly scheduled
Masses on December 19™ and 20™. If you are not
able to go for individual confession, you are wel-
come to make use of the opportunity of General
Absolution during this Advent.

Repentance gives way to a deeper joy of being for-
given. Our determination to reform ourselves is not
merely based on humanitarian needs, but is based
on the spiritual hunger. We belong to Jesus Christ.
We are His People. He has called us to make His
Presence real in our lives, families, community and
throughout the world.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI
Pastor




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Every Tuesday & Friday
Eucharistic Adoration
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Mass Times
The Mass schedule going forward will be as follows:
Ascension: Saturday at 5:00 pm; Tues. and Fri. at 6:15
pm
Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns
on Tues at 6:45pm
St. Bernard: Sunday at 10:00 am; Wed. and Thurs. at
8am
Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns
on Wed at 8:30am
Because of the limited seating, we are asking you to sign
up for one of the weekly Masses. Please go to your
parish’s website and sign up there. If you don’t have inter-
net access, call the parish office for assistance signing up.

Archdiocesan and Individual Consecration to St. Joseph
Tuesday, December 8

Archbishop Hebda will consecrate the Archdiocese to Saint
Joseph on December 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, at 7 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Paul.
COVID-19 protocols will be observed for those in attend-
ance, and the event will be livestreamed.

The lay faithful are invited to join Archbishop Hebda and
Bishop Cozzens in preparing for our Archdiocesan Year of
St. Joseph, by making personal consecrations to St. Joseph
through a 33-day preparation period during the year of St.
Joseph. Learn how at https://www.archspm.org/synod/

stjoseph/.

Please extend a heartfelt thank you to the Catholic United
Financial groups from both parishes. These two groups
have committed to a fundraiser of a 50% match of De-
cember Matching Grant Opportunity for our parishes.
collections up to $2500 at their respective parish. So in
other words, if each parish can achieve collections of
$5000, that parish’s Catholic United Financial group will
match $2500. In addition, the Ascension Knights of Co-
lumbus have also joined in with a match of up to $5000 at
each parish. The purpose of this fundraiser is to make up
some of the shortfall we have been experiencing since the
Covid-19 pandemic shutdown.

In addition to thanking the members of these groups, you
can do your part by making a contribution to your parish
during the month of December. Contributions can be
dropped in the collection boxes at either church, dropped
In the mail or brought to the parish office.

Christmas Masses
Christmas is just under a month away.
We are planning on two Christmas Eve masses,
4 PM at Ascension and 6:30 PM at St. Bernard.
And two Christmas day masses,
8 AM at Ascension and 10 AM at St. Bernard.
We strongly recommend you sign up in advance for these
services as they could fill up quickly. Sign up at ascen-
sionnya.org or st-bernard-cologne.org.

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

All Wednesday’s of the Month
Eucharistic Adoration
2:00pm until 7:00pm.

Until further notice.

Spiritual Resources!
TV~ Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 AM. on
KSTCTV/45;—Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 11:30
AM. on Fox 9+;— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday,
Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over
Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM.
Radio:  Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun-
days at noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m.
_ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our world,
an end to Abortion and an end to the Coronavirus.
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that
air the Rosary.
TV __EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approxi-
mately 8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm.
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm Nu-
vera Nu Tel Cable TV Ch. 21
Radio: _ Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Ro-
sary across America”

Your Prayers are Requested for the repose of the souls of:
Claude Eiden who passed away on Friday, November
20th. Private graveside service was/will be held at Fort
Snelling National Cemetery.

Denise Vieth who passed away on Sunday, November
22nd. Private funeral Mass was be held on Wednesday,
December 2nd.

Elvira Winkler who passed away on Monday, November
23rd. Her Funeral Mass was held on Saturday, November
28th at St. Bernard.

Warren Flusemann who passed away on Wednesday,
November 25th. His funeral Mass was held on Friday, De-
cember 4th at St. Bernard.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine on them. May they rest in peace and may their
souls and all the souls of the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

Please also pray for comfort for their families.

There will be a combined Individual Reconciliation ser-
vice at St. Bernard on Wednesday, December 9" from 5
pm to 6:30 pm. There will be 2 priests available. There
will also be a General Absolution service at each parish
after the regularly scheduled Masses on Dec. 19" and 20",

Chili Feed Update:

Thank you to all who supported this year’s annual Chili
Feed Raffle fundraiser. Total was: $5,525.00 this total
included both the Cash and Quilt Raffles. Thank you
again for your support of this annual fundraiser. We
would also like to THANK those who took care of the
Cash and Quilt Raffle. The fundraiser would not have
happened without you.

“When it comes to life the critical thing is whether you
take things for granted or take them with gratitude.”
G.K. Chesterton




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
December 7 through December 13, 2020

SERVERS:
Sat. 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. 10:00am. Suspended until further notice

LECTORS:
Sat. 8:00 pm. No Mass
Sun. 10:00 am Volunteers Welcome

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:
Sat. 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. 10:00am Fr. Abraham

GREETERS:
Saturday 8:00pm No Mass
Sunday 10:00am Volunteers Welcome

USHERS
Sat. 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. 10:00am Volunteers Welcome

CHURCH CLEAN: Jim & Carol Wickenhauser

NARTHEX CLEANING: Victoria Arnst &
Julie Clemensen

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat. Dec. 5 8:00pm. No Mass
Sun. Dec. 6 10:00am. All Parishioners &
TAlex & Clara Storms

Mon. Dec. 7 No Mass

Tues. Dec. 8 8:00am fPhyllis Vos

Tues. Dec. 8 6:15pm Mass at Ascension

Wed. Dec. 9 8:00am {Paul Wickenhauser

Thurs. Dec. 10 8:00am fPamela Stelten

Fri. Dec. 11 6:15pm Mass at Ascension

Sat. Dec. 12 8:00 pm No Mass

Sun. Dec. 13 10:00am. Dennis Wickenhauser
Gilbert Rademacher & All Parishioners

Stewardship of Treasure
Budget for week 2,788.47
Contributions 11-18 through 11-24-2020 2,924.50
Contributions 11-25 through 11-30-2020 1,452.00

Total Actual Collection YTD 67,005.95
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget (4,292.72)
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 285.00
Electronic Donations 100.00
Forward in Faith Total 385.00
Forward in Faith YTD 9,643.60
Campaign for Human Development 210.00

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings
account? For more information call the parish office
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME

SERVERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Suspended until further notice
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

READERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteers Welcome
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteers Welcome
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND

Team A:
Team B:

USHERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteers Welcome
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

SACRISTAN:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Father Abraham
Sun. 8:00 am No Mass

GREETERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteers Welcome
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon. Dec.7 No Mass

Tues. Dec.8 8:00am Mass at St. Bernard
Tues. Dec.8 6:15pm For the Unborn
Wed. Dec.9 8:00am  Mass at St. Bernard
Thurs. Dec.10 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard
Fri. Dec. 11 6:15pm  For the Dying

Sat. Dec. 12 5:00 pm Delphine Lanof
Sun. Dec.13 8:00 am No Mass

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 11/29/2020

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,115.38
Contributions: $2,277.00
E-Giving: $270.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $68,538.36
Actual Collection YTD: $53,949.60

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD ($14,588.76)
Capital Improvement Offering: $120.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $65.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $3,900.00
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