
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   David Donnay…………952-201-1942 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer…………….952-913-0790 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  David Dettmann ……..…...952-467-2268    
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  – DECEMBER 20, 2020 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Dec. 20-Dec. 26, 2020 
12/20 Fourth Sunday of Advent: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16*Ps 89:2-
5,27,29*Rom 16:25-27*Lk 1:26-38. 12/21 St. Peter Canisuis: Song 
of Songs 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a*Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21*Lk 1:39-45. 
12/22 Late Advent Weekday: 1 Sm 1:24-28*1 Sm 2:1,4-8*Lk 1:46-
56. 12/23 St. John of Kanty: Mal 3:1-4,23-24*Ps 25:4-5,8-10,14*Lk 
1:57-66. 12/24 Late Advent Weekday: 2 Sm   7:1-5,8b-
12,14a,16*Ps 89:2-5,27,29*Lk 1:67-79. 12/25 The Nativity of the 
Lord (Christmas): Is 9:1-6*Ps 96:1-3,11-13*Ti 2:11-14*LK 2:1-14. 
12/26 St. Stephen: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59*Ps 31:3-4,6,8,16-17*Mt 
10:17-22. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin: e-
mail address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com Fri-
days — NOON; All inserts and announcements must be in 
to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the Parish 
office at St. Bernard.  

Early Bulletin Deadlines: All copy for the January 3rd, 2021 
bulletin must be sent in to the bulletin e-mail address & e-
mailed to pquinn55322@hotmail.com by noon on Tuesday, 
December 22nd. Due to the New Years Holiday. 

The Greatest Gift of God   
 
 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
One of my favorite Christmas stories is O’ Henry's short 
story “The Gift of The Magi.” You are probably familiar 
with this story about a desperately poor young cou-
ple, Jim and Della.  Neither of them had sufficient money 
to buy a Christmas gift for each other.   
 
They had two possessions in which they both took pride. 
One was Jim’s gold watch that had been his father’s and 
his grandfather’s. The other was Della’s long and beauti-
ful golden-brown hair. Della knew that Jim’s watch had 
no matching chain, only a worn-out leather strap.  A 
matching chain would be an ideal gift for her husband, 
but she lacked the money to buy it. She hastened to the 
“hair-dealers,” sold her hair and purchased a matching 
chain for her husband’s watch.  She was very happy and 
proud of the gift.  She knew Jim would love it, the fruit of 
her sacrifice. 
 
Jim came in, beaming with love, proud of the gift he had 
bought for Della. It was an expensive set of combs, pure 
tortoise shell, with jeweled rims. She had always wanted 
them for her hair!  He knew she would be very happy 
with the gift.  But when he saw her, his face fell. She tried 
to console him by saying that her hair would grow fast, 
and soon it would be as beautiful as before and she could 
use the precious gift. Then, with tears in her eyes, Della 
presented him with the gift she had bought.  As he looked 
at the beautiful chain for his watch, he said with a sigh, “I 
guess our gifts will have to wait for some time.  The 
combs were very expensive; I had to sell my watch to buy 
the combs!”  These were the perfect Christmas gifts:  gifts 
of sacrificial love.  Both Jim and Della were very happy 
for, like the Magi, they had shared their love through self-
sacrifice.    
 
During this beautiful season, many of us exchanged sev-
eral gifts. The gift provides the understanding that the 
giver has invested his thoughts, time, money and most 
importantly his love in it. And this is what makes a gift so 
special, the love that goes with it. This is why the one 
who receives the gift feels being loved and being accept-
ed.  
 
If a gift we prepare in a few weeks or days brings such 
happiness to a person or family, then how much more joy 
and a feeling of being loved we get from the gift prepared 
for us by God for centuries? As an author puts it, “A very 
small package, wrapped in rags, given from the heart of 
God. The perfect gift.” And it is nothing other than His 
only Son Jesus.  Christmas celebrates the gift of God’s 
sacrificial love. It is about the greatest gift of God that 
none of us can ever repay. God offered us eternal salva-
tion by sending his son, Jesus Christ, to us as our Savior. 
All we can do in return is accept this greatest gift and pur-
sue a relationship with the greatest gift-giver of all.
(Continued in the column to the right) > > > > > > > > 

< < < < < < <  (Continued from the column on the left) 
Christmas can really be summed up in the most famous 
verse in the Bible: “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 
not perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16) That 
is the whole purpose of Christmas, God so loved the 
world. God so loved the world that he gave the very first 
Christmas gift, the gift of His Son.  And Jesus so loved 
the world that he suffered pain beyond our comprehen-
sion, allowed himself to be crucified, and then rose from 
the dead to join his Father forever in glory. His sacrifice 
gifted to us the Resurrection and the possibility of eternal 
life if we accept the gift by giving him our hearts. 
 
Christmas is the feast of God’s sharing His love with us.  
Christmas challenges us to share God’s gift of love, 
peace, joy kindness, mercy, forgiveness and humble ser-
vice with others. We are challenged to learn to see Jesus 
in the most unlikely places and in the most distasteful 
people, in those who are suffering or in distress, or in 
poverty. True Christmas is about celebrating the coming 
of God among us, among the poor, the sick, the homeless 
and the disadvantaged, with a message of hope and liber-
ation from all kinds of bondages.  
 
“The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” Let us 
allow God’s word to sink into our hearts. The Angels 
sing God’s praise, the shepherds rejoice. We too sing and 
rejoice. This joy to be shared by all the people. 
 
               Wishing you a Merry Christmas. 
 
December 27th is the 29th anniversary of my Ordina-
tion to the Priesthood. Requesting your prayers.     
                                                   
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal, CMI     
Pastor 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               
Every Tuesday & Friday  

Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

All  Wednesday’s of the Month   
Eucharistic Adoration   
2:00pm until 7:00pm. 
Until further notice.   

Spiritual Resources!    
TV  __ Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 AM. on 
KSTCTV/45;—Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sun., 
11:30 AM. on Fox 9+;— Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sun-
day, Noon on Fox 9+ (Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; 
Over Air 9.2);—EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM. 
Radio:    __ Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and 
Sundays at noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 
Please pray the Rosary daily for our nation, our 
world, an end to Abortion and an end to the Corona-
virus.  
The following is a list of a few TV and Radio stations that 
air the Rosary. 
TV __EWTN: 6:30am, After the TV Mass at Approxi-
mately 8:00am.; 2:30pm.; 8:30pm. 
__Catholic TV Network: 2:00 am; 9:00am; 5:30pm  Nu-
vera Nu Tel Cable TV Ch. 21 
Radio: __Revelant Radio 1330am: 7:00pm. “Family Ro-
sary across America”  

Open Positions-Due to unforeseen circumstances, we 
have need of a Buildings and Grounds chairper-
son.  This person oversees the Building and Grounds 
committee and coordinates the upkeep and maintenance 
of all the buildings on our campus.  Please contact Leo 
Willems for more information.   

There are also 3 open positions on the Finance Council 
with only 2 voting members remaining.  The Finance 
Council oversees the financial aspects of the parish.  If 
you are interested in filling one of these positions, please 
contact Father, Ralph Laumann or the parish office. 
Word of Life—“Perhaps one of your friends has become 
pregnant unexpectedly. As someone who has been there, I 
encourage you to support your friend in her new journey 
of being a mother.” Learn ten tips at respectlife.org/
support-her. 
 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Ex-
pecting”  

Mass Times 
The Mass schedule going forward will be as follows: 
   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm; Tues. and Fri. at 6:15 
pm 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns 
on Tues at 6:45pm 
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10:00 am; Wed. and Thurs. at 
8:00 am 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns 
on  Wed at 8:30am 
Because of the limited seating, we are asking you to sign up 
for one of the weekly Masses.  Please go to your parish’s 
website and sign up there.  If you don’t have internet access, 
call the parish office for assistance signing up. 
Merry Christmas to each and everyone in our parishes.  
May the peace of Christmas be in all our hearts – especially 
in these very difficult times.  Let us stop on Christmas Day 
and remember that Jesus was born today to come and save 
each of us.  Thank you Jesus for this humble gift and please 
continue to guide us on Your path in the upcoming year. 
Christmas Masses 
Christmas Eve Masses,  
    4 PM at Ascension and 6:30 PM at St. Bernard.  
Christmas day Masses,  
    8 AM at Ascension and 10 AM at St. Bernard.  
Mary Mother of God Holy Day 
Thurs., December 31, 6:30pm at St. Bernard 
Fri., January 1, 9:00am at Ascension 
We strongly recommend you sign up in advance for these 
services as they could fill up quickly. Sign up at ascen-
sionnya.org or st-bernard-cologne.org. 

Matching Grant Opportunity for our parishes. 
Please extend a heartfelt thank you to the Catholic United 
Financial groups from both parishes.  These two groups 
have committed to a fundraiser of a 50% match of Decem-
ber collections up to $2500 at their respective parish.  So in 
other words, if each parish can achieve collections of 
$5000, that parish’s Catholic United Financial group will 
match $2500. In addition, the Ascension Knights of Co-
lumbus have also joined in with a match of up to $5000 at 
each parish. The purpose of this fundraiser is to make up 
some of the shortfall we have been experiencing since the 
Covid-19 pandemic shutdown.   
In addition to thanking the members of these groups, you 
can do your part by making a contribution to your parish 
during the month of December. Contributions can be 
dropped in the collection boxes at either church, dropped In 
the mail or brought to the parish office. 
Retirement Fund for Religious 
Thanks for giving! “We are conscious of the great generosi-
ty of the many benefactors who support the Retirement 
Fund for Religious each year,” says a Catholic sister. 
“Support from the fund has been a tremendous blessing to 
our retired sisters.”  Thank you for donating to last week’s 
second collection.  For more information go to: retiredreli-
gious.org 

TO ALL A VERY  
MERRY CHRISTMAS.  

 
“For what greater 
thing is there than 
that God should 

Become human?” 
 

St. John of Damascus 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

December 21 through December 27, 2020 
 

SERVERS:  
Sat.      8:00pm    No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am.   Suspended until further notice 
 
LECTORS: 
Sat.       8:00 pm.   No Mass 
Sun.   10:00 am     Volunteers Welcome 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:  
Sat.     8:00pm     No Mass 
Sun.  10:00am     Fr. Abraham 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm   No Mass 
Sunday    10:00am   Volunteers Welcome 
 
USHERS  
Sat.      8:00pm  No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am  Volunteers Welcome 
 
CHURCH CLEAN: Sarah Hammers 
 
NARTHEX CLEANING: Kelly Starky 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sat.     Dec.   19   8:00pm.   No Mass 
Sun.    Dec.   20  10:00am.  †Art Hilgers, Clarence   
             & Muriel Wickenhauser & All Parishioners  
Mon.   Dec.  21                   No Mass   
Tues.   Dec.  22   6:15pm     Mass at Ascension   
Wed.   Dec.  23   8:00am     †Hilbert &  
              Euella Knauer 
Thurs. Dec.  24   6:30pm     All Parishioners 
Fri.      Dec.  25   10:00am   †Adrian Wickenhauser 
Sat.      Dec.  26    8:00 pm   No Mass 
Sun.     Dec.  27  10:00am.   †Phyllis Vos &  
              All Parishioners  

Stewardship of Treasure  
Due to the early deadline for this bulletin the 

Stewardship of Treasure report 
Will be in the next available bulletin. 

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Did you know you can have your contributions 
automatically deducted from your checking or 
savings account? For more information call the 
parish office 952-466-2031 ext.241, or visit 
www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

  
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Suspended until further notice 
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass   
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass   
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:    
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass   
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
  
 Team A:      
 Team B:      
 
USHERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass   
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Father Abraham 
Sun. 8:00 am    No Mass   
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Volunteers Welcome 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass   
 
 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

Mon.     Dec. 21                     No Mass 
Tues.     Dec. 22   6:15 pm    For the Unborn 
Wed.     Dec. 23   8:00 am    Mass at St. Bernard 
Thurs.   Dec. 24   4:00 pm    Merlin Dwire † 
Fri.        Dec. 25   8:00 am    Fr. Paul Ardolf † 
Sat.        Dec. 26   5:00 pm   Veronica Braunwarth † 
Sun.       Dec. 27    8:00 am   No Mass  

 
Because of the early deadline for the 

Christmas Holiday there were no  
reported collection totals this week. 
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