
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer…………….952-913-0790 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  David Dettmann ……..…...952-467-2268    
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All other events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Sept. 6-Sept. 12, 2020 
9/6 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Ez  33:7-9*Ps 95:1-26
-7,8-9*Rom 13:8-10*Mt 18:15-20. 9/7: 1 Cor 5:1-8*Ps 5:5-6,7,12*Lk 
6:6-11. 9/8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Mic 5:1-4a or 
Rom 8:28-30*Ps  13:6ab,6c*Mt 1:1-16,18-23 or 1:18-23. 9/9 St. Peter 
Claver: 1 Cor 7:25-31*Ps 45:11-12,14-15,16-17*Lk 6:20-26. 9/10:  1 
Cor 8:1b-7,11-13*Ps 139:1b-3,13-14ab,23-24*Lk 6:27-38. 9/11: 1 Cor 
9:16-19,22b-27*Ps 84:3,4,5-6,12*Lk 6:39-42. 9/12: The Most Holy 
Name of Mary:1 Cor 10:14-22*Ps 116:12-13,17-18*Lk 6:43-49. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin: 
e-mail address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com 

Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements must 
be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the 

Parish office at St. Bernard.  

Fr. George Thoomkuzhy (1943 - 2020) 
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is with profound sorrow, we inform you of 
the death of Fr. George Thoomkuzhy, the for-
mer pastor of St. Bernard, on Wednesday, Au-
gust 26, 2020 in Kerala, India. Fr. George was 
born May 21, 1943 and ordained a priest Janu-
ary 2, 1972 for the Diocese of Palai, India.   
 
Father George incardinated to the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis on July 29, 
2005.  He was the pastor of St. Bernard, Co-
logne for eight years, from (1997- 2005). He 
served as hospital chaplain at St. Joseph hospi-
tal unƟl his reƟrement.  Father reƟred from 
acƟve ministry in August 2014. AŌer he re-
Ɵred from the Archdiocese, he returned to In-
dia and served as a parish priest in Delhi unƟl 
his death. His life as a priest touched people in 
many communiƟes including ours, where he 
was a thoughƞul and dedicated pastor.  
 
He was diagnosed with a brain tumor a few 
months ago. He returned to Kerala and stayed 
with his younger brother Kuruvila and his fam-
ily before he was admiƩed to the hospital. The 
Mass of ChrisƟan Burial was held on Friday, 
August 28 at 10:00 am. at the Church of the 
Twelve Apostles, his home parish, Chemmala-
maƩom, Kerala, India. 
(ConƟnued in the column to the right)  > > > >>  

< < < (ConƟnued from the column on the leŌ) 
 
Fr George is survived by his two brothers: 
Joseph (older) and Kuruvila (younger) and 
sisters-in-law; Nephews and Nieces. He is 
preceded in death by his Parents, two sisters 
and two brothers, one of them was a priest, 
Fr. Thomas. Please keep Fr. George and the 
rest of the family in your prayers. 
 
Address of his younger brother: 
Mr. Kuruvila Thoomkuzhy 
Chemmalamattom- PO   
Kottayam (Dt.) 686508 
Kerala, INDIA 
Email id: jubelkuruvilla@gmail.com 
Pho: 91 9846431733 
 
A memorial service for Fr. Thoomkuzhy will 
be held on Wednesday, September 9th at 
St. Bernard church at 8 am.  
All are welcome to join the Mass, keeping 
the COVID-19 protocol. 
 
May his soul Rest In Peace.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               
Every Tuesday & Friday  

Eucharistic Adoration  
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

All  Wednesday’s of the Month   
Eucharistic Adoration   

NEW TIME-2:00pm until 7:00pm. 
Until further notice.   

Good Friday Holy Land Collection held:  Sept. 13, 2020  
As you are aware, this collection is held annually on Good Fri-
day. This year, due to the COVID -19 situation, Pope Francis 
has approved moving the collection for the Holy Land to Sep-
tember 13, 2020, near the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross. Your support is very important as the Holy Land is also 
struggling with this pandemic. This collection helps maintain 
holy places and shrines in the Holy Land, supports Catholic 
schools, provides charity for the poor, and funds pastoral and 
religious education in 29 Holy Land parishes. Also, in these 
times of crisis, the Good Friday Collection provides humanitar-
ian aid to refugees. If you have not already given to this col-
lection, please do so through the parish on September 13. 
Please be as generous as you are able. For more information, 
contact Deacon Mickey Friesen, 651.291.4445.  

September 5/6 Collection (This weekend) for Lebanon    
suffering from August 4 Explosion   

The ammonium nitrate explosion at the Beirut sea port on Au-
gust 4, killed over 200, injured more than 6,000 and displaced 
over 350,000.   Archbishop Hebda has requested that parishes 
in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis take up an 
emergency collection for Catholic Relief Services – the U.S. 
Bishops international humanitarian aid organization for poor 
and most vulnerable - and their lifesaving support in Lebanon. 
This Weekend September 5 and 6, we will take up this 
much needed emergency collection at our parishes  for 
those suffering in Lebanon. The Center for Mission will 
forward financial donations to Catholic Relief Services. 
Please be as generous as you are able: many are counting 
on our help.   
 Or send a check donation to: Center for Mission, 777 Forest 
Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55106: Add “Lebanon Emergency 
Collection” on memo line. Or go to 
www.centerformission.org/contribute. For questions, contact 
Deacon Mickey Friesen, friesenm@archspm.org, 
651.291.4445.  

Please pray for our former Pastor Fr. George 
Thoomkuzhy who passed away on Wednes-
day, August 26th.  
May he rest in peace and may his soul and all 
the souls of the faithful departed through the 
mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

Archdiocesan Synod: Praying with Scripture Series 
Date: September 13 – October 17—Location: Online – 
Watch Weekly on Facebook and YouTube 
More Information: Download the App or Sign Up for 
Weekly Emails 
This virtual five-part series on praying with Scripture offers 
practical tools for growing in holiness, drawing upon the 
rich tradition of the Catholic Church. Archbishop Bernard 
Hebda and Bishop Andrew Cozzens will teach the funda-
mentals of praying with Scripture and explain how to use a 
Prayer Companion resource to enrich your prayer experi-
ence. Watch at your convenience with family, friends or on 
your own. 
Two Ways to Participate 
• Download the Archdiocesan Synod App: Access 
videos, discussion questions, and daily Prayer Companion 
reflections. Plus, receive alerts when new content Is posted. 
Download MyParish App and within the app, search for 
“Archdiocesan Synod.” (Materials available September 13.) 
• Sign Up for Weekly Emails: Receive an email each 
week during the Praying with Scripture and Healing and 
Hope series, containing links to that week’s video, plus 
downloadable discussion questions and Prayer Companion. 
Sign up at www.archspm.org. Go to Menu and click on Syn-
od to Sign up here (highlighted). (Emails begin Sept. 13.) 

Word of Life—“The Church has consistently taught that every 
human life is precious and worthy of protection.” — USCCB 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities—“Another Look at Abortion” 

JMT Members Needed: 
Elections for the Joint Mission Team will be coming up soon.  
Both parishes have openings on the JMT.  If you are interested 
in being involved in the pastoral direction of our parishes or 
have any questions, please contact any one of the current JMT 
members, Father or the parish office.   

Mass Times 
The Mass schedule going forward will be as follows: 
   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm; Tues. and Fri. at 6:15 pm 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns on 
Tues at 6:45pm 
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10:00 am; Wed. and Thurs. at 8:00 
am 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns on  
Wed at 8:30am 
Because of the limited seating, we are asking you to sign up for 
one of the weekly Masses.  Please go to your parish’s website 
and sign up there.  If you don’t have internet access, call the 
parish office for assistance signing up. 

Archdiocesan Synod Focus Areas Announced!!  
Based on the information already gathered in the Prayer and 
Listening Events, as well as the information gathered for the 
Ad Limina visit with Pope Francis in January, and the results of 
the Disciple Marker Index, Archbishop Hebda has discerned 
the initial set of focus areas for the Archdiocesan Synod. Those 
areas will set the parameters for discussions at the deanery and 
parish levels:  

1.    Forming parishes that are in the service of evange-
lization  
2.    Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’s 
love and respond to his call  
3.    Forming youth and young adults in and for a 
Church that is always young   

Read more, watch the video of Archbishop Hebda announcing 
the topics, and stay in the loop about upcoming ways to get 
involved at archspm.org/synod 

Volunteer Funeral Coordinators Needed —Volunteers are 
needed to coordinate funerals at Ascension.  Duties would 
include interacting with Father, the organist, the funeral direc-
tors, and the families to ensure that the funeral services run 
smoothly.  This would also entail sacristan duties to prepare 
for the funeral Mass.  Training will be provided.  If interested 
or if there are questions, call Tamara at 612-790-5720. 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

September 7 through September 13, 2020 
 

SERVERS:  
Sat.      8:00pm    No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am.   Suspended until further notice 
 
LECTORS: 
Sat.       8:00 pm.   No Mass 
Sun.   10:00 am     JMT member 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:  
Sat.     8:00pm     No Mass 
Sun.  10:00am     JMT member 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm   No Mass 
Sunday    10:00am   JMT member 
 
USHERS  
Sat.      8:00pm  No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am  JMT member 
 
CHURCH CLEAN: Nancy Elke &  
         Mackenzie Lobitz 
             
NARTHEX CLEANING: John Eiden Family 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sat.     Sept.   5    8:00pm.   No Mass 
Sun.    Sept.   6  10:00am.   All Parishioners  
                  & †Donald Beckrich 
Mon.   Sept.  7              No Mass 
Tues.   Sept.  8    6:15pm     Mass at Ascension   
Wed.   Sept.  9    8:00am     †Rev. George   
                           Thoomskuzhy 
Thurs. Sept. 10  8:00am      †Francis Zimmer 
Fri.      Sept. 11  6:15pm      Mass at Ascension 
Sat.      Sept. 12  8:00 pm     No Mass 
Sun.     Sept. 13 10:00am.   †Art Hilgers  
          & All Parishioners       

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                              2,930.47  
Contributions 08-26 through  08-31-2020         1,962.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                              23,249.18 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget               (4,800.50) 
Forward in Faith   
Envelope Income                                                     350.00 
Electronic Donations                                                   0.00  
Forward in Faith Total                                          350.00 
Forward in Faith YTD                                        4,021.84 
 
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031, 
or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

  
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Suspended until further notice    
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:    
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
  
 Team A:      
 Team B:      
 
USHERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Father Abraham 
Sun. 8:00 am    No Mass 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Mon.     Sept. 07                        No Mass 
Tues.     Sept. 08      6:15 pm    For Pope Francis 
Wed.     Sept. 09      8:00 am     Mass at St. Bernard 
Thurs.   Sept. 10      8:00 am     Mass at St. Bernard 
Fri.        Sept. 11      6:15 am    Betty Molva † 
Sat.        Sept. 12      5:00 pm    Don Bohlinger†  
                     & All Parishioners 
Sun.       Sept. 13      8:00 am    No Mass 

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  08/30/2020 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,115.38 
Contributions:                         $1,446.00 
E-Giving:                                              $240.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $28,038.42 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $22,892.00 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD   ($5,146.42) 
Capital Improvement Offering:         $140.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:        $45.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:               $1,165.00 
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