323 R
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWW.ascensionnya.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ........... 952-777-0111
Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org

Trustees

Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Finance Council Chairperson

John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765
Communion for Homebound

Sue Tellers ..................612-247-6881
Prayer Chain

Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183

Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer .........952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two

meetings need to be completed 6 months 3

before the proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
By appointment with Father.
Call 952-856-1050

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.

MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.
Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am.

Pastor

Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI
Office ....coovvvvi i 952-856-1050
frabraham(@st-bernard-cologne.org

Joint Mission Team Chairperson
Steve Lemmer................ 952-913-0790

Faith Formation
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser......... 952-466-4719
DRE Middle School Grades
Melanie Kleindl.............. 763-645-7602
DRE Confirmation Class
JulieKleindl................... 952-807-3522

Bulletin Co-editors

Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
David Dettmann ..............952-467-2268

E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com

Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information

Office ....oovviieiiii. 952-466-2031
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru

Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.

Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ............. 952-856-1052
Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org

Trustees
Andrew Kleindl.............952-442-9282
Thomas Monsen.............507-514-7654

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann 952-466-3331

Communion for Homebound

Barb Knorr...................952-466-2447
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ........ kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Marcy Wickenhauser.......952-466-2593

Funeral Lunch Contact

Sandy Bengston ............ 612-240-4977
Ladies Guild President
Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769

Catholic United Financial
CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

— SEPTEMBER 13, 2020




Forgiveness is Divine
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our scripture for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday is
about forgiving our offenders and being recon-
ciled with them. All three readings today remind
us and challenge us to continue on the path to for-
giveness and reconciliation.

The reading from the Book of Sirach reminds us
to release to the Lord our anger and desire for
vengeance, for it is God’s role, not ours, to punish
those who have done evil. We are not to be
vengeful; we are to forgive. “The vengeful will
suffer the Lord’s vengeance.” But as for us, we
must forgive: “Forgive your neighbor’s injustice;
then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiv-
en.” (Sirach 28: 1-2)

Through the parable of the two debtors and the
master, Jesus teaches us that God forgives us not
because we deserve it, but because God is merci-
ful. The servant who received forgiveness from
his master did not extend the same forgiveness
and mercy to his debtor. We may represent the
greater debtor in the parable because we commit
sins every day and, hence, need God’s forgiveness
every day. God treats us with forgiveness, love
and compassion, and we must do the same. As we
pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against
us.” We are called to forgive others without limit.
This message is made clear by Peter’s question to
Jesus, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how
often must I forgive? As many as seven
times?” Jesus answered, “Not seven times but
seventy-seven times” (Mt. 18:21-22).

This may be a hard message to hear, but Jesus’
words today are challenging us in a big way. How
will we respond to the close friend who says
something hurtful behind our back or to the ter-
rorists who kill the innocent people? Our inclina-
tion may be simply to say that some things are too
terrible to forgive. Certainly, it is human that we
must often go through a period of anger, bitter-
ness, and mourning. Perhaps, we will never for-
get some wrongs.

(Continued in the column to the right) > > > > >

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Sept. 13-Sept. 19, 2020
9/13 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Sir 27:30—-
28:7*Ps  103:1-2,3-4,9-10,11-12*Rom  14:7-9*Mt  18:21-35.
9/14:The Exaltation of the Holy Cross: Nm 21:4b-9 *Ps 78:1bc-
2,34-35,36-37,38 *Phil 2:6-11*Jn 3:13-17. 9/15 Our Lady of Sor-
rows: 1 Cor 12:12-14,24-31a*Ps 100:1b-2,3,4,5*%Jn 19:25-27 or Lk
2:33-35. 9/16 Saint Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian, Bishop: 1 Cor
12:31—13:13*Ps 33:2-3,4-5,12,22*Lk 7:31-35. 9/17:St. Robert

Bellarmine: 1 Cor 15:1-11*Ps 118:1b-2,16ab-17,28*Lk 7:36-50.
9/18: 1 Cor 15:12-20*Ps 17:1bcd,6-7,8b,15*Lk 8:1-3. 9/19:St.
Januarius: 1 Cor 15:35-37,42-49*Ps 56:10c-12,13-14*Lk 8:4-15.
:g/ CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
=== ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin:
e-mail address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements must
be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the
Parish office at St. Bernard.

All events cancelled until further notice.

< < < < (Continued from the column on the left)

But there is great wisdom in Jesus’ words about
forgiveness. Our human experience tells us that
when we hold on to anger and hatred, it eats away
at us. It can begin to change us and make us into
persons we never wanted to be. In some ways,
forgiveness frees the one who forgives from car-
rying that burden. Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness
1s about being like God, who is merciful. It is
about recognizing something of ourselves in
those who commit the greatest evils, for no one is
free of sin.

It is important to remember, however, that forgiv-
ing another does not mean doing nothing or to be
passive in the face of evil. We must still work to
protect the innocent and to eliminate crimes
against humanity. To forgive another is to con-
firm that they have done wrong and are in need of
forgiveness. Mercy does not cancel out justice or
the need for conversion, but it does open up a
path of charity that encourages and promotes con-
version and justice.

Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness is about being able
to live with the peace of love instead of hate. The
peace and forgiveness may be achieved through
the acts of prayer, living out our faith and values,
and engage in dialogue.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Every Tuesday & Friday
Eucharistic Adoration
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Mass Times
The Mass schedule going forward will be as follows:

Ascension: Saturday at 5:00 pm; Tues. and Fri. at 6:15
pm

Communion for those over 65 or with health con-

cerns on Tues at 6:45pm

St. Bernard: Sunday at 10:00 am; Wed. and Thurs. at
8:00 am

Communion for those over 65 or with health con-

cerns on Wed at 8:30am
Because of the limited seating, we are asking you to sign
up for one of the weekly Masses. Please go to your
parish’s website and sign up there. If you don’t have in-
ternet access, call the parish office for assistance signing
up.
JMT Members Needed:
Elections for the Joint Mission Team will be coming up
soon. Both parishes have openings on the JMT. If you
are interested in being involved in the pastoral direction
of our parishes or have any questions, please contact any
one of the current JIMT members, Father or the parish of-
fice.

Good Friday Holy Land Collection held:

This Weekend—Sept. 13, 2020
As you are aware, this collection is held annually on
Good Friday. This year, due to the COVID -19 situation,
Pope Francis has approved moving the collection for the
Holy Land to September 13, 2020, near the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Your support is very im-
portant as the Holy Land is also struggling with this pan-
demic. This collection helps maintain holy places and
shrines in the Holy Land, supports Catholic schools, pro-
vides charity for the poor, and funds pastoral and reli-
gious education in 29 Holy Land parishes. Also, in these
times of crisis, the Good Friday Collection provides hu-
manitarian aid to refugees. If you have not already giv-
en to this collection, please do so through the parish on
September 13. Please be as generous as you are able. For
more information, contact Deacon Mickey Friesen,
651.291.4445.

Volunteer Funeral Coordinators Needed

Volunteers are needed to coordinate funerals at Ascen-
sion. Duties would include interacting with Father, the
organist, the funeral directors, and the families to ensure
that the funeral services run smoothly. This would also
entail sacristan duties to prepare for the funeral Mass.
Training will be provided. If interested or if there are
questions, call Tamara at 612-790-5720.

Word of Life: “By our baptism, we are members of Christ’s
body and sharers in his mission. Imitating Christ, we must
care for all members of our communities, honoring each
person as unique, sacred, and created in the image of God.”

USCCB, “Open Wide Our Hearts” Bulletin Insert

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

All Wednesday’s of the Month
Eucharistic Adoration
NEW TIME-2:00pm until 7:00pm.
Until further notice.

Spiritual Resources!

Catholic churches and publishers are being very generous
at this time, offering free resources to people at home to
nourish them and their children.

TV Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 AM. on

KSTCTV/45

__ Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sunday, 11:30 AM. on
Fox 9+

__ Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+
(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2)

__EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM and Rosary 6:30
AM, after the 7:00 am Mass and at 8:30 PM

Radio:  Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun-
days at noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m.

__EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live

Engage in the Archdiocesan Synod Process by
Praying with Scripture Series

Date: September 13 — October 17—Location: Online —
Watch Weekly on Facebook and YouTube
More Information: Download the App or Sign Up for
Weekly Emails
This virtual five-part series on praying with Scripture offers
practical tools for growing in holiness, drawing upon the
rich tradition of the Catholic Church. Archbishop Bernard
Hebda and Bishop Andrew Cozzens will teach the funda-
mentals of praying with Scripture and explain how to use a
Prayer Companion resource to enrich your prayer experi-
ence. Watch at your convenience with family, friends or on
your own.
Two Ways to Participate
. Download the Archdiocesan Synod App: Access
videos, discussion questions, and daily Prayer Companion
reflections. Plus, receive alerts when new content Is posted.
Download MyParish App and within the app, search for
“Archdiocesan Synod.” (Materials available September 13.)
. Sign Up for Weekly Emails: Receive an email each
week during the Praying with Scripture and Healing and
Hope series, containing links to that week’s video, plus
downloadable discussion questions and Prayer Companion.
Sign up at www.archspm.org. Go to Menu and click on Syn-
od to Sign up here (highlighted). (Emails begin Sept. 13.)

The Journey of Loss and Grief

When Jesus’ friend Lazarus dies, the Gospel of John tells
us that “Jesus wept” (Jn 11:35). We experience many losses
in our lives and the death of someone we love is just one of
them. We also lose relationships, roles, bodily functions,
and communities. Grief is a normal response to loss, yet
grief is chaotic and hard, so much so that we want to avoid
it. But grief is the only way through loss. How can we bet-
ter understand the journey of grief and how to take it in a
faithful way? How does God call us to grieve and, finally,
from our grief? Sunday, Sept. 20, Webinar presentation
from 12:00 - 2:00 pm. Free event. Registration is re-
quired: www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, 320-363-
3560 or theologyday@csbsju.edu.




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
September 14 through September 20, 2020

SERVERS:
Sat. 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. 10:00am. Suspended until further notice

LECTORS:
Sat. 8:00 pm. No Mass
Sun. 10:00 am JMT member

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:
Sat. 8:00pm No Mass
Sun. 10:00am JMT member

GREETERS:
Saturday 8:00pm No Mass
Sunday 10:00am JMT member

USHERS
Sat.  8:00pm No Mass
Sun. 10:00am JMT member

CHURCH CLEAN: Belinda Storms &
Sandy Siegle

NARTHEX CLEANING: Hammers

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat. Sept. 12 8:00pm. No Mass
Sun. Sept. 13 10:00am. T§Art Hilgers
& All Parishioners

Mon. Sept. 14 No Mass
Tues. Sept. 15 6:15pm  Mass at Ascension
Wed. Sept.16 8:00am {Roger Straka
Thurs. Sept. 17 8:00am  TRobert G. Fritz
Fri. Sept.18 6:15pm  Mass at Ascension
Sat.  Sept. 19 8:00 pm No Mass
Sun. Sept. 20 10:00am. fDennis Wickenhauser,

tMuriel Wickenhauser & All Parishioners

Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 3,850.33
Contributions 09-1 through 09-8-2020 3,144.92
Total Actual Collection YTD 26,394.10
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget (5,505.91)
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 25.00
Electronic Donations 290.50
Forward in Faith Total 350.00
Forward in Faith YTD 4,337.34
Collection for Lebanon 75.00

Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account?
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031,
or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME

SERVERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm:  Suspended until further notice
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

READERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: JMT Member
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: JMT Member
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND

Team A:
Team B:

USHERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: JMT Member
Sun. 8:00 am: No Mass

SACRISTAN:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Father Abraham
Sun. 8:00 am No Mass

GREETERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: JMT Member
Sun. 8:00 am:
MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. Sept. 14 No Mass
Tues. Sept.15  6:15pm For All Souls in

Purgatory
Wed. Sept.16 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard
Thurs. Sept.17 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard
Fri. Sept. 18 7:15am Respect for Human Life
Sat. Sept. 19 5:00 pm All Parishioners &
Deceased family
members of the
Braunwarth-Brown familiest
Sun. Sept. 20  8:00 am No Mass

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 09/06/2020

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,115.38
Contributions: $2,803.00
E-Giving: $240.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $31,153.80
Actual Collection YTD: $25,935.00

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD ($5,218.80)
Capital Improvement Offering: $10.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $25.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $1,200.00
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