
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer…………….952-913-0790 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  David Dettmann ……..…...952-467-2268    
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – AUGUST 23, 2020 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All other events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—August 23-August 29, 2020 
8/23 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time: Is  22:19-23*Ps 
138:1-3,6,8*Rom 11:33-36*Mt 16:13-20. 8/24 St. Bartholomew: 
Rv 21:9-14*Ps 145:10-13,17-18*Jn 1:45-51. 8/25 St. Louis and St. 
Joseph Calasanz: 2 Thes 2:1-3,14-17*Ps  96:10-13*Mt 23:23-26. 
8/26: 2 Thes 3:6-10,16-18*Ps 128:1-2,4-5*Mt 23:27-32. 8/27 St. 
Monica:  1 Cor 1:1-9*Ps 145:2-7*Mt 24:42-51. 8/28 St. Augus-
tine: 1 Cor 1:17-25*Ps 33:1-2,4-5,10-11*Mt 25:1-13. 8/29 The 
Passion of St. John the Baptist: 1 Cor 1:26-31*Ps 33:12-13,18-
21*Mk 6:17-29. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin: 
e-mail address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com 

Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements must 
be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in 

the Parish office at St. Bernard.  

Who is Jesus for me?  
 
Dear Sisters and Brother, 
 

Jesus took his disciples to Caesarea Philippi with a defi-
nite purpose. Caesarea Philippi lies about twenty-five 
miles north east of the Sea of Galilee. It was mainly a 
non-Jewish territory and the land of several pagan gods 
and their temples.  With this background Jesus asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 
is” (Mt. 16:13)?  Jesus wanted to know whether his dis-
ciples realized who he really was. The people in Jesus’ 
time had many views about Jesus’ identity: “Some say 
John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” Then Jesus asks his disciples di-
rectly, “But who do YOU say that I am?” Peter re-
sponds immediately “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God,” Jesus was well pleased with Peter’s an-
swer. Jesus first pronounced a blessing upon Peter and 
then declared Peter his rock, the one upon whom he will 
build the Church.   

People in today’s world also have many views about 
Jesus’ identity. Christian denominations have many 
views about Jesus. The true identity of Jesus may not be 
very popular these days, especially in public places. 
Right at this moment, Jesus is looking at you and me 
and asking, “Who do you say that I am?” The answer to 
that question is the heart of our faith.  
 

The true identity of Jesus is short and sweet and to the 
point: He is one-in-being with the Almighty, eternal 
Creator of the universe; He is the second person of the 
divine Holy Trinity; He is the Word through Whom all 
things were made; and He is the only way by which 
sinful human beings can be reconciled with their Crea-
tor.  
 

Jesus is not merely the founder of a new religion, or a 
revolutionary Jewish reformer, or one of the great 
teachers. For us, he is the Son of God and our personal 
Savior.  This means that we have to see Jesus as the 
Redeemer and the Good Shepherd.  He is our beloved 
friend who walks with us, loves us, helps us, forgives 
us, and transforms our lives and outlook. We have to 
surrender all areas of our lives to him. At the World 
Youth Day in Cologne, Germany in August 21, 2005, 
Pope Benedict XVI told the young: “Be completely 
convinced of this.  Christ takes nothing from you that is 
beautiful and great, but brings all to perfection that is 
worthwhile in life to the Glory of God and for the hap-
piness of men and women.”  Be convinced of this: 
Choosing Christ means losing that which is not Christ. 
Instead, Christ makes our lives beautiful, worthwhile, 
and happy.  The joy, the love and the peace that we find 
in Jesus should be reflected in the way we live our 
lives. 
 

The knowledge of Jesus as Lord and personal Savior 
should become a living and personal experience for 
each Christian.  
(Continued in the column to the right) > > > > > > > 

< < < < < < (Continued from the column on the left.) 
This can be possible by a three step processes. The first 
step is to keep relationship with Jesus by listening to 
him through the daily meditative reading of the Bible, 
by talking to him through daily personal and communal 
prayers, by offering to him our lives on the altar when-
ever we attend Holy Mass and by leading a sacramental 
life. The next step is to surrender our lives to Jesus by 
rendering humble and loving service to others with the 
strong conviction that Jesus is present in every person. 
The final step is to praise and thank Jesus in all the 
events of our lives, both good and bad, realizing that 
God’s loving hands are behind every event of our lives. 
Today the Church continues to be built in this world. It 
is being built with living rocks who dare confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

Thank you: Many of you are not able to attend the Holy 
Mass with the community due to the corona virus. But you are 
in my daily prayers and thoughts. You are welcome to receive 
the Holy Communion on Tuesdays after 6:15 pm Mass at 
Ascension and on Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass at St. Ber-
nard. Holy Communion can be brought to the homebound by 
the Eucharistic Ministers. The Confession will be heard by 
appointment. Thank you for your prayers and financial sup-
port for the parish.               
 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI     

Prayer Request 
Father George Thoomkuzhy, the former pastor of St. 
Bernard (1997- 2005) was diagnosed with brain tu-
mor a couple of months ago. He had been receiving 
radiation treatment in Kerala, India. He is uncon-
scious and unresponsive. 
Father Martin Shallbetter is going to have open 
heart surgery on Friday, August 28th. Please keep 
both Fr. George and Fr. Martin in your prayers. 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               
Every Thursday  

Eucharistic Adoration  
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Word of Life—“God’s love—individual, real, unchang-
ing—is the true source of our worth, identity, and dignity. 
It really is not a question of who we are, but ra-
ther whose we are. Because his love will never change, 
nothing can reduce our God-given dignity, and nothing 
can diminish the immeasurable worth of our lives.”  
 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“How to Build a Culture of Life”  

For the Church: That She may steadfastly proclaim and 
uphold the dignity of all human life, in all stages and cir-
cumstances;  We pray to the Lord: 

All  Wednesday’s of the Month   
Eucharistic Adoration   

3pm until 8pm. 
Until further notice.   

Spiritual Resources!    
Catholic churches and publishers are being very gener-

ous at this time, offering free resources to people at home 
to nourish them and their children.   

TV  __ Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 AM. on 
KSTCTV/45 
__  Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sundays, 11:30 AM. 
on Fox 9+ 
__ Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 
(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2) 
__ EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM and Rosary 
6:30 AM, after the 7:00 am Mass and at 8:30 PM 
Radio:    __ Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun-
days at noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 

Make plans for a fall get-away with the one you love 
before your calendar fills up!! 

A Marriage Encounter Weekend is a private weekend 
away from life's distractions that allows a husband and 
wife to focus on each other. The next available Week-
ends are Oct 9-11, 2020 in Buffalo, MN and Feb 12-
14, 2021 in Buffalo, MN. Early registration is highly 
recommended.  For more information visit our website 
at: twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy at 
applications@twincitieswwme.org 
<mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com>  or 612-
756-8720. 
Class of St. Anthony:   
Feeling lost? Find yourself in God's plan of sheer good-
ness!  This fall, the Catechetical Institute will offer the 
two-year Pillars Program in two different locations. Clas-
ses will be held at The Saint Paul Seminary on Monday 
evenings, and at the Church of St. Andrew in Elk River 
on Tuesday evenings. Module I will be available 
Livestream. Students can decide late August if they 
would like to take Module I in person or online. Applica-
tions are now being accepted through September 1, 2020. 
(Scholarships available.) 

Volunteer Funeral Coordinators Needed 
Volunteers are needed to coordinate funerals at Ascension.  
Duties would include interacting with Father, the organist, 
the funeral directors, and the families to ensure that the fu-
neral services run smoothly.  This would also entail sacris-
tan duties to prepare for the funeral Mass.  Training will be 
provided.  If interested or if there are questions, call Tamara 
at 612-790-5720. 

Mass Times 
The Mass schedule going forward will be as follows: 
   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm; Tues. and Fri. at 6:15 pm 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns 
on Tues at 6:45pm 
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10:00 am; Wed. and Thurs. at 
8:00 am 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns 
on  Wed at 8:30am 
Because of the limited seating, we are asking you to sign up 
for one of the weekly Masses.  Please go to your parish’s 
website and sign up there.  If you don’t have internet access, 
call the parish office for assistance signing up. 

Open Wide Our Hearts: The Catholic Church Confronts 
Racism -Wednesday, September 9, 10 a.m.-noon (Feast of 
St. Peter Claver)  
Zoom Webinar – Registration & details 
at www.MNCatholic.org/openwideourhearts 
 
How can the Church uphold the dignity of all human persons 
and foster the common good during these contentious times? 
What issues do we need to address with our own Church that 
prevent an appropriate response? The Minnesota Catholic Con-
ference, the public policy voice of the Catholic Church in Min-
nesota, is hosting this forum for priests, deacons, educators, 
and lay ecclesial ministers on the memorial of St. Peter Claver 
to provide an opportunity for formation and reflection on these 
critical issues in our community, and how we as a Church can 
respond.  
 
Featured speaker: Bishop Shelton Fabre, Bishop of the Diocese 
of Houma-Thibodaux and Chairman, USCCB Ad Hoc Com-
mittee Against Racism  
Panelist: Damen Owens, international speaker and evangelist 
and executive director of Joyful Ever After. More panelists to 
be announced.  

Spiritual Retreat for Healthcare Professionals:  
‘Wounded Hearts Love Best’  

September 25–27, Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo  
Come enjoy an inspiring weekend with Daily Mass, confes-
sion, prayer, spiritual direction, and a series of meditations 
integrating life, work, and our beautiful Catholic faith!  
Curatio’s Annual Fall Retreat for Healthcare Professionals 
features Father Justin Kizewski, Ph.L, S.T.D. as retreat master. 
Fr. Kizewski is a pastor in the Diocese of La Crosse and serves 
as Director of Spiritual Formation for Permanent Deacons. He 
teaches at the Lay Formation Institute and has taught philoso-
phy for Christendom College and theology for Saint Paul Sem-
inary and Gregorian University. Watch for online registra-
tion to open soon!  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

August 24 through August 30, 2020 
 

SERVERS:  
Sat.      8:00pm    No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am.   Suspended until further notice 
 
LECTORS: 
Sat.       8:00 pm.   No Mass 
Sun.   10:00 am     JMT member 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:  
Sat.     8:00pm     No Mass 
Sun.  10:00am     JMT member 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm   No Mass 
Sunday    10:00am   JMT member 
 
USHERS  
Sat.      8:00pm  No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am  JMT member 
 
CHURCH CLEAN: Kooiman/Hammers/Storms 
             
NARTHEX CLEANING: Hammers            
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sat.     Aug.   22    8:00pm.  No Mass 
Sun.    Aug.   23  10:00am.  All Parishioners  
           &  †Gilbert Rademacher  
Mon.   Aug.   24               No Mass 
Tues.   Aug.   25  6:15pm     Mass at Ascension   
Wed.   Aug.   26   8:00am    †Joseph Martin 
Thurs. Aug.   27   8:00am    Fr. Martin Shallbetter 
Fri.      Aug.   28   6:15pm    Mass at Ascension 
Sat.      Aug.   29   8:00 pm   No Mass 
Sun.     Aug.   30  10:00am.  †Paul Wickenhauser 
                 †Clarence & Muriel Wickenhauser   
        & All Parishioners  
             

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                              2,930.47  
Contributions 08-12 through  08-18-2020         2.293.17 
Total Actual Collection YTD                              16,216.93 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget               (5,971.81) 
Forward in Faith   
Envelope Income                                                     250.00 
Electronic Donations                                                456.42  
Forward in Faith Total                                          706.42 
Forward in Faith YTD                                        2,930.84 
 
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031, 
or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

  
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Suspended until further notice  
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass 
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:    
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
  
 Team A:      
 Team B:      
 
USHERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Father Abraham 
Sun. 8:00 am    No Mass 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Mon.   Aug. 24                       No Mass 
Tues.   Aug. 25     6:15 pm    For World Leaders 
Wed.   Aug. 26     8:00 am    Mass at St. Bernard      
Thurs. Aug. 27     8:00 am   Mass at St. Bernard 
Fri.      Aug. 28     6:15 am   For All Souls in         
                       Purgatory 
Sat.      Aug. 29     5:00 pm   Noah Larson † &  
           For the Dying 
Sun.     Aug. 30     8:00 am No Mass 

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  08/16/2020 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,115.38 
Contributions:                         $3,092.00 
E-Giving:                                              $440.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $21,807.66 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $19,680.00 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD   ($2,127.66) 
Capital Improvement Offering:         $50.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:        $25.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:               $820.00 
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