
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 
  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 
Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 
Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 
Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 
Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 
Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. ………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer…………….952-913-0790 
 
Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser………952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl…………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl…….………...952-807-3522 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
  Patricia Quinn…….…...…..952-466-3304 
  E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
  David Dettmann ……..…...952-467-2268    
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 
 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as 

soon as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice be-
fore setting a marriage date. These two 

meetings need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 By appointment with Father. 

Call 952-856-1050 
 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

Ascension-Weekend-Saturday 5:00pm.  
Tuesday & Friday 6:15 pm. 

 
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sunday10:00am.  

Wednesday & Thursday  8:00am.  

TWENTIENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – AUGUST 16, 2020 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

All other events cancelled until further notice. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—August 16-August 22, 2020 
8/16 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Is  56:1,6-*Ps 
67:2-3,5-6,8*Rom 11:13-15,29-32*Mt 15:21-28. 8/17: Ez 
24:15-23*Dt 32:18-21*Mt 19:16-22. 8/18: Ez 28:1-10*Dt 
32:26-28,30,35-36*Mt 19:23-30. 8/19 St. John Eudes: Ez  
34:1-11*Ps 23:1-6*Mt 20:1-16. 8/20 St. Bernard:  Ez  36:23-
28*Ps 51:12-15,18-19*Mt 22:1-14. 8/21 St. Pius X: Ez 37:1-
14*Ps 107:2-9*Mt 22:34-40. 8/22 The Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary: Ez 43:1-7*Ps 85:9-14*Mt 23:1-12. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin: 
e-mail address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com 

Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements must 
be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in 

the Parish office at St. Bernard.  

Trustful Persistence will be Rewarded  
  
Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
                     
The story of the Canaanite woman’s faith in 
the gospel is remarkable. It has brought hope 
and comfort to all who suffer and have trust 
in the Lord. The Canaanites were the former 
inhabitants of Israel and any contact with 
them was practically forbidden. They were 
regarded as pagans. Jesus first ignores the 
persistent cry of the woman for help.  He 
then tries to awaken true faith in the heart of 
this woman by an indirect refusal, telling her, 
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.”  But the woman is persistent 
in her request. She did Jesus homage and 
begs, “Lord, help me.”  Now Jesus makes a 
seemingly harsh statement, “It is not right to 
take the food of the children and throw it to 
the dogs.” This follows the Jewish custom of 
speaking about the gentiles as dogs. 
      
Jesus, no doubt, spoke with a smile rather 
than with an insult because this woman im-
mediately responds with wit and faith: “even 
the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table 
of their masters.” Here is where we see her 
deep faith. She could have been discouraged, 
she could have been sidetracked by a seem-
ing offense.  She takes it in the best sense. 
   
Jesus praises the woman by saying: “great is 
your faith!  Let it be done for you as you 
wish” Jesus heals her daughter because of her 
great faith. She made the misery of her 
daughter her own and she was willing to suf-
fer rejection and humiliation in order to ob-
tain healing for her child. Her faith grew in 
contact with the person of Jesus. By granting 
the persistent request of the pagan woman, 
Jesus demonstrates that his mission is to 
break down the barriers and to remove the 
walls of division and prejudice between the 
Jews and the Gentiles. 
 
(Continued in the column to the right) > > > 

< <<(continued from the column on the left)  
 
The gospel reading gives two important les-
sons. First, God’s love and mercy are ex-
tended to all who call on him in faith and 
trust, no matter who they are. In other words, 
God’s care extends beyond the boundaries of 
race and nation. We might remember St. 
Paul’s letter to Galatians: “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free 
person, there is not male and female; for you 
are all one in Christ.” (Gal 3:28) 
 
Second, Christ himself has told us to ask him 
for these needs: “Ask and you shall receive.” 
Asking with perseverance proves that we 
have the “great faith”. We must realize and 
remember that we do not always get exactly 
what we ask for, but rather God knows 
what is really best for us.  What we need the 
most are the peace and security that come 
from being in harmony with God’s will for 
us. We also know that our particular request 
may not always be for our good, or for the 
final good of the person for whom we are 
praying. In that case, the good God will not 
grant what would be to our, or their, eternal 
harm. But if the prayer is sincere and perse-
vering, we will always get an answer, one 
which is better than what we asked for.     
                                                     
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI          



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               
Every Thursday  

Eucharistic Adoration  
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

“Abortion affects countless marriages more than many peo-
ple recognize. But there is no doubt that God will bring great 
healing to those who trust in his infinite mercy. If a past 
abortion can be acknowledged and addressed, a married cou-
ple can make great strides in experiencing even more fully 
God’s design that ‘the two shall become one’ (Mt 19:5).” 
 

 USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“Healing within Marriage from an Abor-
tion” (NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.) 

For those suffering after abortion: May they know that the 
Lord desires to bring healing, to replace their pain with His 
mercy and peace; We pray to the Lord: 

All  Wednesday’s of the Month   
Eucharistic Adoration   

3pm until 8pm. 
Until further notice.   

Spiritual Resources!    
Catholic churches and publishers are being very generous 
at this time, offering free resources to people at home to 

nourish them and their children.   
TV  __ Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 AM. on 
KSTCTV/45 
__  Diocese of Winona-Rochester: Sundays, 11:30 AM. on 
Fox 9+ 
__ Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 
(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2) 
__ EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM and Rosary 6:30 
AM, after the 7:00 am Mass and at 8:30 PM 
Radio:    __ Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sun-
days at noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 
__ EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 

Make plans for a fall get-away with the one you love  
before your calendar fills up!! 

A Marriage Encounter Weekend is a private weekend away 
from life's distractions that allows a husband and wife to fo-
cus on each other. The next available Weekends are Oct 9-11, 
2020 in Buffalo, MN and Feb 12-14, 2021 in Buffalo, MN. 
Early registration is highly recommended.  For more infor-
mation visit our website at: twincitieswwme.org or contact 
Brent & Tracy at applications@twincitieswwme.org 
<mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com>  or 612-756-8720. 

Class of St. Anthony:   
Feeling lost? Find yourself in God's plan of sheer goodness!  
This fall, the Catechetical Institute will offer the two-year 
Pillars Program in two different locations. Classes will be 
held at The Saint Paul Seminary on Monday evenings, and 
at the Church of St. Andrew in Elk River on Tuesday eve-
nings. Module I will be available Livestream. Students can 
decide late August if they would like to take Module I in 
person or online. Applications are now being accepted 
through September 1, 2020. (Scholarships available.) 

Volunteer Funeral Coordinators Needed 
Volunteers are needed to coordinate funerals at Ascension.  
Duties would include interacting with Father, the organist, 
the funeral directors, and the families to ensure that the fu-
neral services run smoothly.  This would also entail sacristan 
duties to prepare for the funeral Mass.  Training will be pro-
vided.  If interested or if there are questions, call Tamara at 
612-790-5720. 

Mass Times 
The Mass schedule going forward will be as follows: 
   Ascension:  Saturday at 5:00 pm; Tues. and Fri. at 6:15 pm 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns 
on Tues at 6:45pm 
   St. Bernard:  Sunday at 10am; Wed. and Thurs. at 8 am 
         Communion for those over 65 or with health concerns 
on  Wed at 8:30am 
Because of the limited seating, we are asking you to sign up 
for one of the weekly Masses.  Please go to your parish’s 
website and sign up there.  If you don’t have internet access, 
call the parish office for assistance signing up. 

Created to Believe: Called to Motherhood  
Join a group Fall 2020  

Being a mom is hard and knowing you're not alone on the 
journey makes a huge difference! Do you sometimes wonder 
about who you are as a woman, wife, and mother? Do you 
desire strong friendships with other moms just like you? 
When you enter into "Created to Believe: Called to Mother-
hood" as part of The Cana Experience, you will more deeply 
know who you are in the light of your Catholic faith and be 
equipped with practical tools that can be applied right away in 
your marriage and with your children. To find a group near 
you and learn more about joining The Cana Experience with 
other mothers of young children this Fall 2020, vis-
it canafamilyinstitute.com or contact Cathy 
at cathy@canafamilyinstitute.com.    

Spiritual Retreat for Healthcare Professionals:  
‘Wounded Hearts Love Best’  

September 25–27, Christ the King Retreat Cen-
ter, Buffalo  

Come enjoy an inspiring weekend with Daily Mass, confes-
sion, prayer, spiritual direction, and a series of meditations 
integrating life, work, and our beautiful Catholic faith!  
Curatio’s Annual Fall Retreat for Healthcare Professionals 
features Father Justin Kizewski, Ph.L, S.T.D. as retreat mas-
ter. Fr. Kizewski is a pastor in the Diocese of La Crosse and 
serves as Director of Spiritual Formation for Permanent 
Deacons. He teaches at the Lay Formation Institute and has 
taught philosophy for Christendom College and theology for 
Saint Paul Seminary and Gregorian University. Watch 
for online registration to open soon!  

Scheduling Coordinator needed.   
Would you consider helping?  We are looking for a volun-
teer to take over this important ministry of scheduling for the 
Mass ministries.  If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact Cheryl Coyle or the parish office. 

Welcome Cora Mae Willems !   
We wish to extend a warm welcome to the newest member of 
St. Bernard Church, Cora Mae Willems, who was baptized 
on August 9, 2020.  Cora  is the daughter of Chelsea and Mi-
chael Willems.  Blessings to Cora and her family. Please say 
a prayer for them.  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

August 17 through August 23, 2020 
 

SERVERS:  
Sat.      8:00pm    No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am.   Suspended until further notice 
 
LECTORS: 
Sat.       8:00 pm.   No Mass 
Sun.   10:00 am     JMT member 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:  
Sat.     8:00pm     No Mass 
Sun.  10:00am     JMT member 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm   No Mass 
Sunday    10:00am   JMT member 
 
USHERS  
Sat.      8:00pm  No Mass 
Sun.   10:00am  JMT member 
 
CHURCH CLEAN: Sarah Hammers 
             
NARTHEX CLEANING: Kelly Starky  
            
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sat.     Aug.   15    8:00pm.  No Mass 
Sun.    Aug.   16  10:00am.  †Adrian Wickenhauser 
       & All Parishioners  
Mon.   Aug.   17               No Mass 
Tues.   Aug.   18  6:15pm     Mass at Ascension   
Wed.   Aug.   19   8:00am    †Norma Ward  
Thurs. Aug.   20   8:00am    †Blanch Schuld 
Fri.      Aug.   21   6:15pm    Mass at Ascension 
Sat.      Aug.   22   8:00 pm   No Mass 
Sun.     Aug.   23  10:00am.  All Parishioners  
            &  †Gilbert Rademacher 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                              2,930.47  
Contributions 08-05 through  08-11-2020         1.259.55 
Total Actual Collection YTD                              13,923.76 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget               (5,334.51) 
Forward in Faith   
Envelope Income                                                     225.00 
Electronic Donations                                                100.00  
Forward in Faith Total                                          325.00 
Forward in Faith YTD                                        2,224.42 
 
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031, 
or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

  
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Suspended until further notice  
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass  
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:    
Sat. 5:00 pm:   JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
  
 Team A:      
 Team B:      
 
USHERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:   No Mass 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Father Abraham 
Sun. 8:00 am    No Mass 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  JMT Member 
Sun. 8:00 am:  No Mass 
 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 
Mon.   Aug. 17                     No Mass 
Tues.   Aug. 18    6:15 pm   For the Dying 
Wed.   Aug. 19    8:00 am   Mass at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Aug. 20    8:00 am   Mass at St. Bernard 
Fri.      Aug. 21    6:15 am    For Respect for all Life 
Sat.      Aug. 22      5:00 pm    Sarah Landis † &  
    All Parishioners  
Sun.       Aug. 23      8:00 am No Mass  

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  08/09/2020 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,115.38 
Contributions:                         $1,446.00 
E-Giving:                                              $290.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $18,692.28 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $16,148.00 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD   ($2,544.28) 
Capital Improvement Offering:         $105.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:        $75.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:               $745.00 
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