
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 

Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-790-5720 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. …………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer ….……….…...952-913-0790 
 

Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……….…952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl……………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl……….………...952-807-3522 
 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 

   The couple should contact the priest as soon 
as they become engaged.  

They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                          

  St. Bernard:Wed.7:30-7:50am.  
Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 

Additionally by appointment. 
 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

 
  Anointing of the Sick 

   Call the parish office at any time. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 
 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Wednesday & Thursday  8:00 am.  

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – FEBRUARY 16, 2020 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Sun. Feb. 16th 1:00pm: KC Bingo at Ascension 
Tues. Feb. 18th 4pm: Ascension Finance Council 
Thurs. Feb. 20th 7pm: JMT Full at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Feb. 27th 7pm: St. Bernard Finance Council 
Sun. Mar. 1st 9am: KC Donut Sunday 
Fri. Mar. 6th 11am-7pm: KC Fish Fry 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—February 16-22, 2020 
2/16 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Sir 1515-20*Ps 
119:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34*1 Cor 2:6-10*Mt 5:17-37. 2/17 
Seven Servite Founders:  Jas 1:1-11*Ps 
119:67,68,71,72,75,76*Mk 8:11-13. 2/18: Jas 1:12-18*Ps 
9412-13a,14-15,18-19*Mk 8:14-21. 2/19: Jas 1:19-27*Ps 
15:2-3a,3bc-4ab,5*Mk 8:22-26. 2/20  Jas 2:1-9*Ps 34:2-
3,4-5,6-7*Mk 8:27-33. 2/21 St. Peter Damian:  Jas 2:14-
24*Ps 112:1-2,3-4,5-6*Mk 8:34—9:17. 2/22 Chair of St. 
Peter: 1 Pt 5:1-4*Ps 23:1-3a,4,5,6*Mt 16:13-19. 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulle-
tin: e-mail address & e-mail to 
pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Fridays — NOON; All inserts and announcements 
must be in to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper 
copy in the Parish office at St. Bernard.  

Observe the Commandments with Love 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
The Scriptural readings of this Sunday challenge us 
to observe the Laws given by a loving and caring 
God. In obeying God’s law, let us remember the 
two basic principles on which these laws are based, 
namely, the principle of reverence and the principle 
of respect. In the first four of the Ten Command-
ments, we are asked to reverence God, reverence 
His holy name, reverence His holy day and rever-
ence our father and mother.  
 
The next set of commandments instruct us to re-
spect life, one’s personal integrity and good name, 
the legal system, another’s property and one’s 
spouse. Our obedience to these laws must be 
prompted by love of God and gratitude to God for 
His blessings. For Jesus, just to keep the law exter-
nally is not enough. To be a disciple of Christ, the 
foundation of our lives must go deeper - to a mutual 
love. To keep the law without love is like having a 
body without a soul. In His Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus outlines a new moral code for His followers, 
which is different from the Mosaic moral code. 
What Jesus is saying is that we must deeply respect 
the dignity and rights of every person - a person 
who is unconditionally loved by God and for whom 
Jesus will sacrifice His life. And if we do not re-
spect our brothers and sisters deep within our 
hearts, we cannot say we respect God. We cannot 
separate our relationship with God and our relation-
ship with people. If we cannot find God in our 
brothers and sisters, we cannot say that we really 
love God. Let us allow God’s law of love to pene-
trate our minds and hearts and to form our con-
sciences, making us men and women of integrity, 
love and respect.  
 
As you know in the past couple of weeks, I have 
been with my family and also with my Religious 
Community, Carmelites of Mary Immaculate 
(CMI). I have missed all of you these past weeks. 
My family in India wanted me to say hello to every 
one of you. I am so happy to return to the wonderful 
parish families of St. Bernard and Ascension. The 
cold weather here doesn’t bother me for the warm 
hearts of the parishioners. I have been so apprecia-
tive of all the prayers and support.  I am so grateful 
to the staff and JMT who have done a wonderful 
job, especially in my absence. I am so privileged to 
work with them. I am also grateful to the visiting 
priests who celebrated Masses in my absence.  
 
Continued in the column to the right > > > > > >  

Lenten Retreat Opportunity: Ox Herding: Liv-
ing amidst Ambiguity with Purpose and Peace. 
Father Edward Vebelun will enhance Benedictine 
Spirituality for all with insights from Zen.  
Enjoy a praying community, good meals, a beau-
tiful campus, stimulating conferences, time alone 
and together.  
The retreat is March 27 (Fri. 5:30 PM) - March 29 
(Sun. 1:00 PM) at the Saint John’s Abbey Guest-
house, Collegeville, MN. Cost: Single room, 
$195; double room, $170 per person, suite dou-
ble, $190 per person. Meals are included. Please 
register at http://www.abbeyguesthouse.org/
home/news/lenten2020/ or call for more infor-
mation and assistance: 320.363.3929 (Spiritual 
Life Office, Abbey Guesthouse).  

< < < < <Continued from the column on the left. 
Synod Survey:  Thank you for participating in Syn-
od Survey. I am so grateful to all who are taking 
leadership to make the survey possible, especially 
Jeremy Gesinger at Ascension and Tom Monsen at 
St. Bernard. 
 

I express my gratitude to all who took the leadership 
for celebrating my birthday on last weekend. It was 
a pleasant surprise. I also extend my special thanks 
to all who joined me in prayers and celebrations. 
You are so thoughtful and kind.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI                          



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               
1st. Wednesday of the month  

Eucharistic Adoration   
  after the 8a.m. Mass until 8p.m.    

 All other Wednesday’s of the Month       
 Eucharistic Adoration  3pm until 8pm.  

 Please sign up for an hour or half hour of 
adoration at the Narthex Table.  

Every Thursday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Flyers and notices for the Kiosk 
Any Notices and Flyers that need to be put on the Kiosk 
are to be placed in the Kiosk basket in the St. Anne’s 
room. Your notice or flyer will be put on the kiosk for 
you. Thank you for your help.  

Sunday 9am: Bible Study at Ascension 
Monday 9am:Bible Study at Ascension 

Early Catholic Family Life (ECFL) at Guardian Angels 
and St. Nicholas this Spring 

ECFL will be returning to Guardian Angels and St. Nicho-
las this spring. We would like to invite families from St. 
Bernard's to join us.  At ECFL (Early Catholic Family 
Life) we believe that a child’s first and most important 
teachers are his and her parents.  Our mission is simple – 
connect parents with their peers and empower them to 
raise their children in the faith.  Using a format similar to 
ECFE classes found in most school districts, ECFL’s 8 
sessions allow for parent-child interaction, parent discus-
sion time, and children’s learning time.  ECFL welcomes 
families with children ages birth-5 years old.   
The 2020 spring session of ECFL will take place Thursday 
mornings from 9:30-11:30 in Guardian Angels School 
room 003.  Session dates will be 2/20, 3/5, 3/19, 4/2, 4/16, 
4/30, and 5/7, The cost is $40 per family, however scholar-
ships are available .  Registration forms can be found at 
the info table in the back of church and at the GA school 
office.   
For more information or if you have any questions, please 
email Principal, Sue Lovegreen slovegreen@gachaska.org.     

Word of Life : “Prayer is the foundation of all that we do 
in defense of human life. Our efforts—whether education-
al, pastoral, or legislative—will be less than fully fruitful 
if we do not change hearts and if we do not ourselves 
overcome our own spiritual blindness. Only with pray-
er—prayer that storms the heavens for justice and mercy, 
prayer that cleanses our hearts and our souls—will the 
culture of death that surrounds us today be replaced with 
a culture of life.” 
 “Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities” 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Synod Survey:    Have you taken your survey yet? 
Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute sur-
vey online. The survey can be accessed via smartphone, 
tablet or computer at www.disciplemakerindex.com  
from February 1 – March 1 and will ask you to reflect 
on your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide 
feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow. All 
responses will be confidential and the parish will only 
receive information about the community as whole.  
If you have any questions about the survey or need a 
paper survey, please contact:  For Ascension – Jeremy 
Gesinger at 952-212-2369.    
For St. Bernard – Tom Monsen at 507-514-7654.  

Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF)  
Commitment Weekend 

Will be Feb. 22nd-23rd.  The mission of the CSAF is to 
work with each of the parishes of the Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis  to conduct an annual ap-
peal to fund 20 Designated Ministries within the Arch-
diocese that no one parish can support on its own.  The 
CSAF focuses on effectively communicating how the 
Designated Ministries serve the poor, support life, and 
strengthen the faith through Gospel outreach.  To learn 
more, go to www.csafspm.org. 

It’s Fish Fry Season!! 
Ascension’s KC Fish Fry will be held on Friday, 
March 6th from 11:00am to 7:00pm (or until the fish is 
gone).  Adults - $12:00, Kids 6-12 - $5.00, Kids 5 and 
under – Free.  Drive-thru pick up is Available! 
St. Bernard’s Fish Fry will be on Friday, March 20th 
from 11:00am to 8:00pm (or until the fish runs out).  
Adults - $12.00, Kids 5-10 - $6.00, Kids 4 and under – 
Free.  Take out orders available.  Cash and Quilt draw-
ings that evening also.  

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION CELEBRATIONS 
The Joint Stewardship Committee will be hosting an 
evening at each parish to celebrate our community of 
volunteers.  All volunteers who serve the parish in any 
way are welcome to come. Hors d’oeuvres and refresh-
ments will be served.   Ascension’s meeting date is Sun-
day, February 23rd at 4pm in the social hall.  St. Ber-
nard’s meeting date is Sunday, March 1st at 4pm in the 
narthex. 

Scheduling Coordinator needed.  Would you consider 
helping?  We are looking for a volunteer to take over this 
important ministry of scheduling for the Mass minis-
tries.  If you are interested or have questions, please con-
tact Cheryl Coyle or the parish office.  

Archdiocesan Synod –  
Upcoming Prayer and Listening Events 

What’s working and what’s not in the Archdiocese? Arch-
bishop Hebda wants to hear from you! The next three are: 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 6-9 p.m., St. Stephen, Anoka  
Thursday, Feb. 27, 6-9 p.m., Our Lady of Grace, Edi-
na (the last close one) 
Saturday, Feb. 29, 9 a.m.-noon, St. Pius V, Cannon 
Falls 
Learn more about the Synod and see a full listing of Pray-
er and Listening Events at archspm.org/synod. 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME  

 AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 
February 17 through February 23, 2020 

 
 

LECTORS:  
Saturday   8:00 pm.   Judy Glander 
Sunday   10:00 am.    Riley Andersen 
 
SERVERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm    Jim Monsen 
Sunday   10:00am.    Brenna & Breilla Jones  
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:   
Saturday 8:00pm.    John Eiden 
Sunday  10:00am.    Sarah Foley 
 
USHERS  
Saturday  8pm Ralph Laumann & Andy Kleindl 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke & Bob Symanitz 
 
GREETERS:   
Saturday   8:00pm   Roger Storms 
Sunday    10:00am.  Roger & JoAnn Schmitz 
GIFT BEARERS: Sat. & Sun.—Volunteers 
 
CHURCH CLEAN: Bob Simon 
 
NARTHEX CLEANING: Kelly Starky 
    
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
 
Saturday  Feb. 15    8:00pm. †Francis Zimmer 
Sunday     Feb. 16  10:00am.  †Shirley Brown 
        & The People of the Parish 
Monday    Feb. 17      No Mass 
Tuesday    Feb. 18   6:15pm    Mass at Ascension   
Wed.         Feb.  19                  †Edwards J. Tellers  
Thursday  Feb. 20     †Francis Zimmer 
Friday       Feb.  21  7:15am    Mass at Ascension 
Sat.            Feb.  22   8pm. †Dennis Wickenhauser 
Sunday      Feb. 23  10:00am.  †Gene Van Sloun               
   & The People of the Parish 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   2,961.50 
Contributions 2-5-20 through 2-11-20              2,882.65  
Total Actual Collection YTD                            131,506.82 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget                  8,613.82 
Forward in Faith  
Envelope Income                                                      357.00 
Electronic Donations                                                100.00 
Forward in Faith Total                                          457.00  
Forward in Faith YTD                                      14,994.92 
Did you know you can have your contribu ons automa -
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more informa on call the parish office 952-466-
2031 , or visit www.st-bernard-cologne 



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 February 17 through February 23 
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Mason Miller, Haley Stender 
Sun. 8:00 am    Ben Gallus, Bennet Molva 
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Darlene Mondor 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Jan Pouliot 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:      
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Curt Wilson 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Lucy Kostecka 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
 February 23rd 8:00 am   
 Team A:     Tim George, Steve Helget 
 Team B:     Rich & Sue Tellers 
 
USHERS FOR FEBRUARY: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Kent Fabel, Tom Lano 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Bill Dvorak, Eugene Dvorak 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Julie Gesinger 
Sun. 8:00 am    Pat Clark 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Grace Cook 
Sun. 8:00 am: Matt Smith Family  
 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Mon.     Feb. 17                         No Mass 
Tues.     Feb. 18       6:15 pm    Leo Braunwarth † 
Wed.     Feb. 19                    No Mass            
Thurs.   Feb. 20                         No Mass    
Fri.        Feb. 21     7:15 am      Healing for Frances  
             Kramer 
Sat.        Feb. 22     5:00 pm       Marion Hoppe † 
Sun.       Feb. 23     8:00 am      All Parishioners  

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  02/09/2020 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,379.81 
Contributions:                         $1,358.00 
E-Giving:                                              $290.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $108,038.54 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $95,456.39 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD   ($12,582.15) 
Capital Improvement Offering:         $160.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:        $75.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:               $9,249.00 
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