CHURCH OF

THE ASCENSION

ST. BERNARD

323 Reform St. North
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWW.ascensionnya.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Safe Environment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ........... 952-777-0111
Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org

Trustees

Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Finance Council Chairperson

John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765
Communion for Homebound

Sue Tellers ..................012-247-6881
Prayer Chain

Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183

Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ......... 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as soon
as they become engaged. '
They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 212 Church St. East

Sat.4:15-4:45pm. Cologne, MN 55322
St. Bernard:Wed.7:30-7:50am. Contact Information
e esinn OFfice ....o.ovvovreen 952-466-2031
Additionally by appointment. Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org
Commg:lilonaf?nilH(f);Clzbound Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru
patish othee. Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.
Anointing of the Sick Parish Information E-mail:
Call the parish office at any time. parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
MASS SCHEDULE Business Administrator
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. Sherry Witte. ... 952-856-1051
Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. E-mail:

BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.

Wednesday & Thursday 8:00 am. Safe Envir.onment Coordinator
Sarah Smith ............. 952-856-1052
Pastor Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI Trustees
Office ..ooovvviii i 952-856-1050 Andrew Kleindl............. 052-442-9282
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org Thomas Monsen............507-514-7654
Joint Mission Team Chairperson Finance Council Chairperson
Steve Lemmer .................... 952-913-0790 Ralph Laumann .......... 952-466-3331
Faith Formation Communion for Homebound
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades Barb Knorr....................952-466-2447
Kara Wickenhauser............. 952-466-4719 .
DRE Middle School Grades Prayer Chain
Melanie KleindL................ 763-645-7602  Patsy Quinn.........ooo. 952-466-3304
DRE Confirmation Class Lori Kasel .........kasel.lori@gmail.com
Julie Kleindl...................... 952-807-3522 A doration Coordinator
M ickenh venn952-466-2
Bulletin Co-editors arcy Wickenhauser 952-466-2593
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304 Funeral Lunch Contact
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org ~ Sandy Bengston ............ 612-240-4977

David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268

E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com Ladies Guild President

Joint Bulletin published weekly at: Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
www.ascensionnya.org & Catholic United Financial
www.st-bernard-cologne.org CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH — DECEMBER 29, 2019



The Model Family

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Each year, on the Sunday following Christmas, we
celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. The Holy
Family is the model for all the families of the world.
We might think that the Holy family had no prob-
lems, that it was a family full of peace and joy. Yet
in this family, there were good and bad times, ups
and downs. The Holy Family conquered their strug-
gles through their faith in God.

Mary had to face an enormous challenge in her life.
It had never been heard of before that a child could
be born without a natural father. Mary was asked to
accept this miraculous exception to the laws of na-
ture. Joseph could have rejected her. Her family and
all her people could have rejected her. But she said,
“May it be done to me according to your
word” (Luke 1:38). That required deep trust in God
and in his promises.

Joseph, a just and God-fearing man, did not wish to
embarrass or punish his espoused wife Mary, when
he discovered that she was pregnant. Joseph, no
doubt took this troubling matter to God in prayer.
Joseph believed in the divine message to take Mary
as his wife and to accept the child in her womb as
the promised Messiah. Joseph is a model of faith for
us. Mary and Joseph must have felt abandoned when
their child was born in an uncomfortable stable in a
foreign land. Mary had a terrible time to witness his
son’s death on the cross. The Holy family found so-
lutions of their struggles in prayer. The Prayer was
the most important source of power for the Holy
Family.

This is the time of year when people spend a lot
more time than usual with family members. It is also
a time when we can reflect on our own family life
and the parish life in the light of the Holy Family
and strengthen peace, joy and love within families.
St. Paul in his letter to Colossians explains how a
family can be a Christian family. First, Paul reminds
us that we are “God’s chosen ones, holy and be-
loved.” (Colossians 3: 12.) St. Paul then gets to the
heart of the matter. “We must bear with one another
and forgive one another.”

A family is Christian family if Christ is at its center
and love abounds.
Continued in the column to the right > > >

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Dec. 22-28, 2019

12/22 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Is 7:10-14*Ps 24:1-6*Rom
1:1-7*Mt 1:18-24. 12/23 St. John of Kanty: Mal 3:1-4,23-
24*Ps 25:4-58-10,14*Lk 1:57-66. 12/24: 2 Sm  7:1-5,8-
12,14,16*%Ps 89:2-5,27,29*Lk 1:67-79. 12/25 The Nativity of
the Lord (Christmas): Is 62:11-12*Ps 97:1,6,11-12*Ti 3:4-7
*Lk 2:15-20. 12/26 St. Stephen: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59*Ps 31:3-
4,6,8,16-17*Mt 10:17-22. 12/27 St. John: 1Jn 1:1-4*Ps 97:1-
2,5-6,11-12*Jn 20:1-8. 12/28 The Holy Innocents: 1 Jn 1:5—
2:2*Ps 124:2-5,7-8*Mt 2:13-18.

= CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND

=== ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin: e-mail
address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com

Fridays— NOON; All inserts and announcements must be in
to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the Parish
office at St. Bernard.

Sun. Jan. 5th 9am: KC Donut Sunday at Ascension
Sun. Jan. 12th 9am: KC Meeting at Ascension
Sun. Jan. 19th 1pm: KC Bingo at Ascension

< < < < < < Continued from the column on the left

If a husband or a wife starts to claim to be the center
of the family, there begins the disintegration of that
family. Father, mother and children form the
world’s greatest team. Whether this team wins or
loses depends largely on the sacrificial love that
binds them. A family is Christian family where love
is experienced, joy is shared and sorrow is eased.
There is a need for deep mutual respect at all levels:
between husband and wife, between parents and
children - in both directions. Jesus, Mary and Joseph
lived in peace with God and one another. Let us en-
trust our families and all the families of the world, to
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

I will leave my parish family of Ascension and St.
Bernard on January 5th to visit my family in India. I
will return on the first week of February. In my ab-
sence, visiting priests will celebrate the weekend
Masses.

Let us begin the New Year with the words of St.
Paul, “Let the peace of Christ control your hearts,”
and “Let the word of Christ dwell in you rich-
ly.” (Colossians 3: 15- 16)

I wish each of you and your family a Blessed
and Happy New Year 2020.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal, CMI




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Every Thursday
Eucharistic Adoration
9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

We’d like to extend a huge THANK YOU to Steve
Schrupp for painstakingly repairing and replacing the
chunk of the Altar above the painting that fell down the
end of October. Thank you Steve !

Gifts for Baby Jesus...the Respect Life group will again
this year be collecting gifts for the Baby Jesus. Items
especially needed include baby items, diapers, socks,
and winter clothing (can be gently used) for infants and
toddlers up to 18 mo. Gifts may be placed by the na-
tivity scene from Christmas through New Year’s Day.

Daily Mass Schedules for January. Due to Fr. Abra-
ham’s vacation, the daily Masses from January 8" thru Feb-
ruary 7" are all cancelled with the exception of the Tuesday
evening 6:15 Mass at Ascension. So, no daily Mass on
Wed. or Thurs. at St. Bernard or Fri. at Ascension. Regular
scheduled daily Masses will resume on February 11

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God

Holy Day of Obligation (Jan 1*') Mass Schedule
Tuesday, Dec. 31* at Spm at Ascension
Wednesday, Jan 1° at 9am at St. Bernard

Year End Contributions: In order for your contributions
to count on your 2019 giving statement, they must be re-
ceived in the office or be postmarked by Dec. 31, 2019

Would you like to help out? We are looking for a vol-
unteer to take over the scheduling for the Mass minis-
tries. If you are interested or have questions, please
contact Cheryl Coyle or the parish office.

2020 WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference

WINE: Women In the New Evangelization invites you to
the 6™ annual WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference at Our
Lady of Grace in Edina on Saturday, February 22™ begin-
ning at 8:30 am with the opening Mass by Archbishop Ber-
nard Hebda and will include inspiring talks by Dr. Mary
Healy and Dr. Carol Razza. Invite a friend or three and reg-
ister today - $100 for Friday’s Social Gathering & Satur-
day’s Conference. The Saturday Conference only is just
$55. For more information and to register visit WINE-
conference.org.

UNDONE — Freedom for the Feminine Heart Retreat
Please join the women of St. Therese Parish in Deephaven
this January 23-25 for a dynamic retreat presented by the
John Paul II Healing Center, Undone - Freedom for the
Feminine Heart. Through a series of talks, teachings and
prayer experiences you will be invited to become undone in
God’s presence while deeply receiving the truth of your au-
thentic identity. Register on-line at:
www.JPITHEALINGCENTER .org

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Jdoration

Ist. Wednesday of the month
Eucharistic Adoration
after the 8a.m. Mass until 8p.m.

All other Wednesday’s of the Month

Eucharistic Adoration
3pm until 8pm.
Please sign up for an hour or half hour of adoration at
the Narthex Table.

No Eucharistic Adoration
on January 1, 2020.

Catholic Services Appeal Update: Thank you to all
who contributed to or pledged to the Catholic Services
Appeal so far this year. St. Bernard’s CSA goal for
2019 is $10,716. So far, we have paid or pledged
$8,452.50. That’s $2,663.50 away from meeting our
goal so we can receive the 25% rebate. All new gifts/
pledges to CSAF need to be in their office or post-
marked by Dec. 31, 2019 to count for the 2019 cam-
paign. Please prayerfully consider a contribution to
help bring us up to this goal as this rebate is figured
into our operating budget. We have extra envelopes in
the office if you need one. Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who donated items to the
“Mitten Tree”. And Thank you also to Doreen Walter
for sorting and packing up the items. They were taken
to the Southwest Carver County Food shelf to be in-
cluded with the Fire Dept. Toy drive.

The collected items were: 18 Mittens or gloves, 8 cap &
glove sets, 9 pair of socks. 1 child size booties/slippers;
31 caps/hats, 4 coats/jackets, 1 adult size sweater, 3
scarfs, 1 pair of adult size boots, 1 baby set with 2 caps
& mittens, 3 tooth brushes, 6 pkgs. Dental floss, 1 large
afghan 1 thermal underwear, 2 fleece throws, 2 child
size throws, 1 stuffed toy and 1 large fleece blanket.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

God gave us the greatest gift of love when He sent His
Son to redeem us. In loving one another as He loves
us, consider giving your spouse the gift of a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The tools on this
weekend are gifts that keep on giving, throughout the
year.

Next Weekends are February 7-9 and May 1-3 in Buf-
falo, Minnesota. For more information and to sign up
go to WWME.org or call 612-756-8720.

Word of Life: “Like Our Blessed Mother welcomed
Jesus, we are called to cherish and protect the gift of
human life, at every stage and in every circumstance.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Living Out Christmas in the New Year”




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 30 through January 5, 2020

LECTORS: Jan. 1 9:00am Tom Monsen
Saturday 8:00 pm. Patricia Quinn
Sunday 10:00 am. Mary Sue Thaemert

SERVERS: Jan. 1 9am Brandon & Zachery
Wickenhauser

Saturday 8:00pm Jim Hoen

Sunday 10:00am. Tom Monsen & Andrew Zeisel

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: Jan. 19am Mary

Meuwissen

Saturday 8:00pm. Irene Drees

Sunday 10:00am. Brenna Jones

USHERS Jan. 1 9am Vern Elke & Bob Symanitz

Saturday 8pm Ralph Laumann & Danny Hoen

Sunday 10:00 am. Vern Elke & Leo Willems

GREETERS: Jan. 1 9am Casey Jones

Sat. 8:00pm Marcy Wickenhauser

Sunday 10:00am. Eileen Fasching

GIFT BEARERS: Sat. & Sun.—Volunteers

CHURCH CLEAN: Sharon Willems &

Donna Cebulla
NARTHEX CLEANING: Kooiman, Storms &

Hammers
MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:

Saturday Dec. 28 8:00pm. People of the Parish

Sunday Dec. 29 10:00am. tHilbert & Euella
Knauer

Monday Dec. 30 8:00am. No Mass

Tuesday Dec. 31 5:00pm Mass at Ascension

Wed. Jan 1 9:00am. fPhyllis Vos

Thursday Jan. 2 8:00 am. fFrancis Zimmer

Friday Jan. 3 7:15am. Mass at Ascension

Saturday Jan. 4 8:00pm. fRita Peters

Sunday Jan 5 10:00am. People of the Parish

Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for Week 3,325.40
Contributions 12-11-19 through 12-17-19 3,557.25
Total Actual Collection YTD 80,396.47
Collection Over (Under) Budget (3,340.58)
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 621.00
Electronic Donations 580.00
Forward in Faith Total 1.201.00
FIF Total YTD 12,412.00

Did you know you can have your contributions automatically
deducted from your checking or savings account? For more
information call the parish office 952-466-2031, or visit
www.st-bernard-cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 30 through January 5

SERVERS:

Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Bennet Molva, Kennedy Pexa
Sat. 5:00 pm: Bill Hart, Jack Lano

Sun. 8:00 am Paul Prososky, Don Whitaker

READERS:

Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Darlene Mondor
Sat. 5:00 pm: Jean Schmitz

Sun. 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Diane Weckman
Sat. 5:00 pm: Jim Mulville

Sun. 8:00 am: Joe Weckman

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
January 5th 8:00 am

Team A: Paul & Corrine Prososky

Team B: Rich & Sue Tellers

USHERS FOR DECEMBER:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Don Whitaker, Leo Pouliot

SACRISTAN:

Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Sherry Witte
Sat. 5:00 pm: Julie Gesinger
Sun. 8:00 am Kathy Kloempken

GREETERS:

Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Jan Pouliot
Sat. 5:00 pm: Grace Cook
Sun. 8:00 am: Steve Coyle

MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. Dec. 30 No Mass
Tues. Dec.31 5:00 pm Greg Boyle}
Wed. Jan.1 9:00 am Mass at St. Bernard
Thurs. Jan. 2 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard
Fri. Jan.3 7:15am  Mike Boyle t
Sat. Jan.4 5:00 pm Living and deceased
members of the Braunwarth family
Sun. Jan.5 8:00am Thomas Hartung

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 12/15/2019

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,379.81
Contributions: $2,699.00
E-Giving: $210.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $81,000.06
Actual Collection YTD: $64,609.79

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD ($16,390.27)
Capital Improvement Offering: $400.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $20.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $6,580.00
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