CHURCH OF

THE ASCENSION

ST. BERNARD

323 Reform St. North
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWW.ascensionnya.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte............... 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org
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Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Finance Council Chairperson

John (Jack) Lano......... 952-467-3765
Communion for Homebound

Sue Tellers ..................012-247-6881
Prayer Chain

Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183

Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-790-5720
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ......... 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............. 952-240-5001

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.

Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as soon
as they become engaged. '
They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 212 Church St. East

Sat.4:15-4:45pm. Cologne, MN 55322
St. Bernard:Wed.7:30-7:50am. Contact Information
e esinn OFfice ....o.ovvovreen 952-466-2031
Additionally by appointment. Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org
Commg:lilonaf?nilH(f);Clzbound Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru
patish othee. Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm.
Anointing of the Sick Parish Information E-mail:
Call the parish office at any time. parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
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Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI Trustees
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Faith Formation Communion for Homebound
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades Barb Knorr....................952-466-2447
Kara Wickenhauser............. 952-466-4719 .
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Melanie KleindL................ 763-645-7602  Patsy Quinn.........ooo. 952-466-3304
DRE Confirmation Class Lori Kasel .........kasel.lori@gmail.com
Julie Kleindl...................... 952-807-3522 A doration Coordinator
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Joint Bulletin published weekly at: Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
www.ascensionnya.org & Catholic United Financial
www.st-bernard-cologne.org CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 15, 2019



Recognize the Presence of Jesus Among Us

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

John the Baptist and his people had hoped and prayed
years for the coming of Messiah. They hoped that he
would defeat the Roman power, conquer all enemies
and establish a great kingdom of peace and prosperity.
In time past, John had come to believe that the prayers
had been answered. The Messiah was none other than
his own cousin, Jesus of Nazareth. But his mission was
spiritual. John proclaimed the power of the coming
Messiah to bring in a new age. But he found himself
imprisoned by Herod. He may have been wondering
why the expected Messiah was not setting him free as
Isaiah (61:1) had predicted. This may have been
why John sent his disciples to clarify his doubt, asking:
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?”

John may have had his doubts, but he was open to hear
Jesus. He had the humility to accept correction. Instead
of criticizing Jesus or breaking away from him, John
approached Jesus through his disciples to get the right
answer. We can be sure that if he were not locked up in
prison he would have gone straight to Jesus. John
preached a God of divine retribution and Jesus preached
a God of divine love. Jesus could have rebuked John for
his doubts, but instead offered him a blessing. Jesus had
not lived up to John’s expectations, but John did not
allow that to be a stumbling block. Jesus paid the high-
est compliments to John the Baptist as a great prophet.

Here we have two wonderful examples of two cousins,
Jesus and John, of how to treat others who have differ-
ent expectations or opinions. John had different expec-
tation of Jesus. But he didn’t claim that he was abso-
lutely right. He was confused. So, he sent his disciples
to Jesus to get the answer. Jesus corrected John’s ex-
pectations about Messiah with a compliment. Jesus en-
courages John the Baptist to cast away the popular po-
litical expectations about the Messiah and simply to
accept his healing and preaching ministry as the ful-
filling of the messianic prophecy of Isaiah.

It is very important for us to notice the answer that Je-
sus gave to the disciple of John: “Go and tell John what
you hear and see:” The disciples have heard and seen
the blind, the lame, the deaf, the dead and the poor who
have regained the life and happiness from Jesus. What
Jesus commanded John’s disciples, he commands us as
well. This means that we have to share with others our
experience of the rebirth of Jesus within us and among
us.

Continued in the column to the right > > > > > > >

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Dec. 15-21, 2019

12/15 Third Sunday of Advent: Is 35:1-6,10%Ps 146:6-10*Jas 5:7-
10*Mt 11:2-11. 12/16: Nm 24:2-7,15-17*Ps 25:4-9*Mt 21:23-27.
12/17: Gn 49:2,8-10*Ps 72:1-4,7-8,17*Mt 1:1-17. 12/18: Jer 23:5-
8*Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19*Mt 1:1825. 12/19: Jgs 13:2-7*Ps 71:3-
6,16-17*Lk 1:5-25. 12/20: Is 7:10-14*Ps 24:1-6*Lk 1:26-38. 12/21
St. Peter Canisius: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18*Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-
21*Lk 1:39-45.

— CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND

=== ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin: e-
mail address & e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Fridays— NOON; All inserts and announcements must be in
to the bulletin e-mail address or a paper copy in the Parish
office at St. Bernard.

Sun. Dec. 15th 1:00pm: KC Bingo at Ascension

Tues. Dec. 17th 4pm: Ascension Finance Council Meet-
ing

'Wed. Dec. 18th by noon Early Bulletin Deadline: for
Dec. 29th bulletin. Due to the Christmas and New Year
Holidays.

'Wed. Dec. 18th 1:30pm: Mass at Good Samaritan, Wa-
conia

'Wed. Dec. 18th 7:00pm: St. Bernard Finance Council
Meeting

'Wed. Dec. 25th: No Adoration at St. Bernard

Thurs. Dec. 26th: No Adoration at Ascension

Thurs. Dec. 26th by noon Early Bulletin Deadline: for
January 5th, 2020 . Due to the New Year Holiday.

< < < < < < Continued from the column on the left

In moments of doubt and despair, we are, indeed to go
to Jesus, the real sources of truth and life. We find that
truth in the Scripture, in the teachings of the Church, in
Sacraments and in prayers. In the moments of disagree-
ment or confusion or different expectations, we should
have the humility like John, to look for the right source
and to accept corrections. We have to treat others who
come to us with respect and kindness as Jesus did.

The third Sunday of Advent is one of joy and encour-
agement. It is known as Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday.
We have so many reasons to be unhappy and disap-
pointed in the world. There is so much negativity
around us. But let us open our eyes, ears and mind to
the positive things and spread the positive attitude. That
will make us and others happy and prepare our hearts to
receive the Lord. Let us rejoice at the thought that Jesus
is going to be reborn in our lives as love, peace, mercy
and forgiveness. Hence let us joyfully share God’s love,
forgiveness, and mercy with others.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Every Thursday
Eucharistic Adoration
9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

The Ascension Knights of Columbus are spon-
soring the Keep Christ in Christmas contest.
Age groups are: 5-7yr old, 8-10yr old, and 11-14yr
old. Each age group’s local winner will receive
$25. Each participant will receive a coupon for
ONE free Bingo card which can be used during
one of the upcoming KC Bingo's held during Janu-
ary, February, March or April. Registration forms
can be picked up Wednesday at Faith Formation
classes. Questions: please talk to Kara Wicken-
hauser, Melanie Kleindl, or Donald Whitaker.

**KC Bingo** The Knights of Columbus at the
church of Ascension is having a bingo today De-
cember 15 starting at Ipm. We will be playing 15
games. The cost is 6$ per card or two cards for
$10. New this year is a monthly $100 coverall.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Tuesday, Dec. 24™ at 5pm at Ascension
Tuesday, Dec. 24™ at 8pm at St. Bernard
Wednesday, Dec 25™ at 8am at Ascension
Wednesday, Dec 25™ at 10am at St. Bernard

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation (Jan 1*) Mass Schedule
Tuesday, Dec. 31* at Spm at Ascension
Wednesday, Jan 1* at 9am at St. Bernard

St. Bernard/Ascension Faith Formation
Sponsorship Update
We have received $1,125 so far. Our goal is $5600,
so if you can help out, we would appreciate it. Fli-
ers can be found in the entryway at Ascension and
in the kiosk at St. Bernard.

UNDONE —

Freedom for the Feminine Heart Retreat
Please join the women of St. Therese Parish in
Deephaven this January 23-25 for a dynamic retreat
presented by the John Paul II Healing Center, Un-
done - Freedom for the Feminine Heart. Through
a series of talks, teachings and prayer experiences
you will be invited to become undone in God’s pres-
ence while deeply receiving the truth of your authen-
tic identity. Register on-line at:
www.JPIITHEALINGCENTER.org

Jdoration

1st. Wednesday of the month
Eucharistic Adoration
after the 8a.m. Mass until 8p.m.
All other Wednesday’s of the Month

Eucharistic Adoration

3pm until 8pm.
Please sign up for an hour or half hour of

adoration at the Narthex Table.

Your help is needed
The church will be decorated today (Sunday) December
15th after the 10am Mass.
Help decorate to make the church ready to receive the
Christ Child on Christmas Eve.

Adult Choir Practice:
Tuesday, December 17th 6:30 to 8pm.

Thank you !

A recent donation of 67 1bs. of food was dropped off at the
Southwest Carver County Food Shelf by our St. Bernard
volunteer.

At this time we would like to THANK all the volunteers
who worked at the Food Shelf during the month of No-
vember, our volunteer who picks up the donations at
church an takes them to the Food Shelf and also all those
who have made donations to the Food Shelf. All are ap-
preciated !

Area Advent Reconciliation Services
Sun., Dec. 15 at 6:30pm. — Guardian Angels, Chaska
Sun., Dec. 15 at 7pm.—- St. Mary, Waverly
Thurs., Dec. 19 at 6:30pm—St. Hubert, Chanhassen
Sun., Dec. 22 at 4:30pm.—St. Joseph, Waconia

Retrouvaille Marriage Help:
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Hurting? Angry?
Feel helpless?
Retrouvaille is a lifeline for troubled marriages. Couples
learn the tools to
rediscover each other and heal their marriage.
100% confidential.
When: Jan 31 - Feb 2, 2020
Where: Dakota Ridge Best Western Hotel,
Eagan, MN
800-470-2230 info@tcr-mn.org
http://www.helpourmarriage.org

Word of Life: “Those who die in God's grace and friend-
ship live forever with Christ. Heaven is not an abstract idea,
but a true and lasting relationship with God that is beyond
all earthly description and understanding. We look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and everlasting life by prepar-
ing now, in hope, for our passage from this life into eternal
life.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly Passing”



CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 16 through December 22, 2019

LECTORS:
Saturday 8:00 pm. Roger Storms
Sunday 10:00 am. Allison Kunkle

SERVERS:
Saturday 8:00pm Ella Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am. Greta & Holly Feist

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:

Saturday 8:00pm. John Eiden

Sunday 10:00am. Sarah Foley

USHERS

Saturday 8pm Ralph Laumann & Andy Kleindl
Sunday 10:00 am. Vern Elke & Brian Vos

GREETERS:
Saturday 8:00pm Marcy Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am. Brian Vos

GIFT BEARERS: Sat. & Sun.—Volunteers

CHURCH CLEAN: Belinda Storms & Sandy
Siegle
NARTHEX CLEANING: Hammers

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec. 14 8:00pm. TAdrian Wickenhauser
Sunday Dec. 15 10:00am. ¥Gene Van Sloun

& The People of the Parish
Monday Dec. 16 8:00am. No Mass
Tuesday Dec. 17 6:15pm Mass at Ascension
Wed. Dec. 18 8:00am. fRev. Paul Ardolf
Thursday Dec. 19 8:00 am. fArt Hilgers
Friday Dec. 20 7:15am. Mass at Ascension
Saturday Dec. 21 8:00pm. tCasper Tellers
Sunday Dec. 22 10:00am. People of the Parish

Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for Week 3,325.40
Contributions 12-03-19 through 12-10-19 2,675.46
Total Actual Collection YTD 76,839.22
Collection Over (Under) Budget (3,340.58)
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 171.00
Electronic Donations 0.00
Forward in Faith Total 171 .00
FIF Total YTD 11,211.00
Retirement for Religious collection 818.91

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings
account? For more information call the parish office
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 16 through December 22

SERVERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Mason Miller, Owen Miller
Sun. 8:00 am Lacey Buckentin, Kennedy Pexa

READERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Cathleen Williams
Sun. 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Steve Lemmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Steve Coyle

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
December 22nd 8:00 am

Team A: Tim & Rita Fahey

Team B: Michael & Anita Harrison

USHERS FOR DECEMBER:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Don Whitaker, Leo Pouliot

SACRISTAN:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Ann Dettmann
Sun. 8:00 am Joe Weckman

GREETERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Grace Cook
Sun. 8:00 am: Diane Weckman

MASS INTENTIONS
Mon. Dec.16 No Mass
Tues. Dec.17 6:15pm Merlin Dwire}
Wed. Dec.18 No Mass
Thurs. Dec. 19 No Mass

Fri. Dec.20 7:15am Mike Boylet
Sat. Dec.21  5:00 pm Dennis Wickenhauser
Sun. Dec.22  8:00 am Aliene Lemmer

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 12/8/2019

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,379.81
Contributions: $3,990.31
E-Giving: $660.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $77,620.25
Actual Collection YTD: $61,700.79

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD ($15,919.46)
Capital Improvement Offering: $125.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $70.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $6,160.00
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