
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Office …………………...952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  

Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ……..…..952-856-1052 
  Bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 

Funeral Lunch Contact 
   Sandy Bengston .………..612-240-4977 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Sarah Smith ………..952-777-0111 
  Bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
   John (Jack) Lano………952-467-3765 
 

 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 
 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 

 

 Pastor  
  Fr. Abraham George Kochupurackal CMI 
   Office ………….. …………..952-856-1050 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
    
Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer ….……….…...952-913-0790 
 

Faith Formation 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……….…952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl……………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl……….………...952-807-3522 
 
 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 

   The couple should contact the priest as soon 
as they become engaged.  

They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                          

  St. Bernard:Wed.7:30-7:50am.  
Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 

Additionally by appointment. 
 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 
 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Wednesday & Thursday  8:00 am.  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  – DECEMBER 1,  2019 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 



 

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Tuesdays — NOON; All copy must be in to the bulletin e-
mail address & e-mail to puinn55322@hotmail.com 
Fridays— NOON; All inserts and announcements must be 
in to the bulletin e-mail address & e-mail 
pquinn55322@hotmail.com or a paper copy in the Parish 
office at St. Bernard.  
Sun. Dec. 1st 9am: KC Donut Sunday at Ascension 
Sun. Dec. 8th 9am: KC Meeting at Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 9th 8am: Immaculate Conception Mass at St. Ber-
nard 
Mon. Dec. 9th 6:45pm: Immaculate Conception Mass at As-
cension 
Wed. Dec. 11th 6:30-8pm: Reconciliation Service at St. Ber-
nard 
Thurs. Dec. 12th Early Bulletin Deadline: All copy for De-
cember 22nd bulletin must be in to the bulletin e-mail address 
& e-mail to pquinn55322@hotmail.com by noon on Thurs-
day, December 12th. Due to the Christmas Holiday.  
Fri. Dec. 13th 10:15am: Mass at The Harbor 
Sun. Dec. 15th 1:00pm: KC Bingo at Ascension 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Dec. 1-7, 2019 
12/1 First Sunday of Advent: Is 2:1-5*Ps 122:1-9*Rom 13:11-
14 * Mt 24:37-44. 12/2: Is 4:2-6*Ps 122:1-9*Mt 8:5-11. 12/3 St. 
Francis Xavier: Is 11:1-10*Ps 71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17*Lk 10:21-
24. 12/4 St. John Damascene: Is 25:6-10*Ps 23:1-6*Mt 15:29-
37. 12/5: Is 26:1-6*Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-37*Mt 7:21,24-27. 
12/6 St. Nicholas: Is 29:17-234*Ps 27:1,4,13-14*Mt 9:27-31. 
12/7 St. Ambrose: Is 30:19-21,23-26*Ps 147:1-6*Mt 9:35—
10:1,5-8. 

Be Vigilant and Be Prepared at All Times 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

The liturgical year begins with the First Sunday of Ad-
vent. The scripture readings and prayers remind us that 
we should be prepared for the coming of Christ. There 
are three comings of Christ: his first coming 2000 years 
ago in Bethlehem and his second coming which will 
take place at the end of time and third of course, his 
coming into our hearts each day. This depends upon our 
personal disposition, whether we are open to Christ and 
to improving our relationships with others each day or 
not. 
 

The gospel passage says that the end will seem to be a 
normal time, with people eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, and working in their homes or 
businesses.  In this routine normal life, it might be easy 
to forget the “coming of the Son of Man.” In the days 
of Noah, the people placed too much emphasis on the 
normal cares and necessities of life.  They were too con-
cerned with eating and drinking. Jesus reminds us that 
there is something more important than the worldly af-
fairs. The Son of Man could come to us either at our 
death or at the end of the world at any time.   Since 
God may show up without an appointment, we must be 
prepared at all times. We must not slip into the routine 
of ordinary life and miss the opportunity of life itself. 
Jesus warns us six times in today’s gospel that we do 
not know what day or hour he is coming for us. There-
fore, be vigilant and be prepared at all times. This is not 
only good spiritual advice for the Advent season, but 
also a safe rule for daily life. 
 

How can we be vigilant and be prepared at all times? 
The first step is Prayer. Each day as we rise in the 
morning, we ought to take a brief moment to pray, to 
pause and to consciously invite the Lord into our hearts. 
And from time to time during the day, we can turn to 
him reminding ourselves of his constant presence within 
us, and in our brothers and sisters. Every night when we 
go to bed, let us ask ourselves, “Where have I found 
Christ today?”  It is in these simple ways that we pre-
pare ourselves to be ready to meet Christ when our hour 
eventually comes. A good life consists not so much in 
the kind of work we do or how “successful” we are, but 
how we have related with God and with people - with 
family, relatives, friends, colleagues and total strangers. 
 

Secondly, prepare to welcome Jesus into our life, espe-
cially through the reception of the Sacraments of Rec-
onciliation and the Eucharist. In this Advent season, 
experience rebirth in the Sacrament of Confession; ex-
perience Christ's mercy in its fullest form this side of 
Heaven and prepare well for His coming again.  

(Continued in the column to the right)> > > > > > >  

< < < < < < (Continued from the column on the left) 
 
We have this opportunity every Saturday evening before 
the Mass and Advent Reconciliation on December 11th, 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. at St. Bernard this year for 
both parishes. 
 
If you are not a weekday Mass participant, consider par-
ticipating in at least one weekday Mass in a week dur-
ing this Advent season.  Advent is also a proper time to 
choose an hour for Eucharistic adoration. We have 
Eucharistic adoration every Thursday from 9 am. to 8 
pm. at Ascension, every 1st Wednesday, after 8:00 am 
Mass until 8 pm. and all other Wednesdays from 3 pm 
until 8 pm. at St. Bernard.    
 
We are so future-oriented that we frequently forget the 
present entirely.  We spend too much time trying to pro-
tect ourselves against future misfortunes.  But we need 
to be more spiritually awake to prepare for our eternal 
life.  Let us make this Advent season the time of such 
preparation. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI      



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

Word of Life: “When we encounter Christ, experi-
ence his love, and deepen our relationship with him, 
we become more aware of our own worth and that 
of others.” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“How to Build a Culture of Life”   

1st. Wednesday of the month      
  Eucharistic Adoration   

  after the 8a.m. Mass until 8p.m.    
 All other Wednesday’s of the Month       

 Eucharistic Adoration  
3pm until 8pm.  

 Please sign up for an hour or half hour 
of adoration at the Narthex Table.  

Every Thursday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.    

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Mass for God’s Children: Lost by Stillborn, Mis-
carriage or Infant Death – St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Waconia on Monday, December 2 at 
6:30 pm 
Have you experienced the loss of a baby before or af-
ter birth? Would you like to commemorate and honor 
your child’s life in a beautiful healing Mass? Whether 
your loss is recent or was years ago, you and all family 
members and friends are warmly invited to attend. 
This Mass for God’s Children: Lost by Stillborn, Mis-
carriage or Infant Death, will be celebrated at St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in Waconia on Monday, Decem-
ber 2 at 6:30 pm. Refreshments will follow. 

Area Advent Reconciliation Services 
Thursday, December 5-Our Lade of the Lake, 
Mound 
Saturday, December 7—St. Mark, Shakopee 
Tuesday, December 10-Holy Name of Jesus, Medi-
na 
Tuesday, December 10—St. Therese, Deephaven 
Tuesday, December 10—St. Victoria, Victoria 
Wednesday, December 11—Ascension & St. Ber-
nard —at St. Bernard.  
Sunday, December 15— Guardian Angels, Chaska 
Sunday, December 15—- St. Mary, Waverly 
Thursday, December 19—St. Hubert, Chanhassen 
Sunday, December 22—St. Joseph, Waconia 

St. Bernard/Ascension  
Faith Formation Sponsorship  

Our goal is to raise $600 in tuition sponsorship and 
$5,000 in meal sponsorships so we’re a little over 
halfway there.  If you’d like to help, please pick up 
a form in the flyer stand at the back of church at 
Ascension or from the kiosk at St. Bernard. Any 
and all donations are very much appreciated! 

The masses for Immaculate Conception on 
Monday, December 9th at 8am at St. Bernard and 
at 6:45pm at Ascension.  

Our Combined Advent Evening of Reconcilia-
tion for both parishes will be held at St. Bernard 
on Wednesday, December 11th from 6:30-
8:00pm.  We will have 4 priests available to hear 
your confessions.  

Can you help with snow removal?   Ascension 
has a paid part-time position available for snow 
removal this winter.  All equipment is provided 
by the church.  Please contact Jack Lano or the 
parish office if you can help fill this position. 

KC Bingo will be starting up again on Dec. 15th at 
1:00pm in the Ascension social hall.  Monthly bin-
go sessions will be held on the 3rd Sunday Decem-
ber thru April.  This year, each month will feature a 
$100 coverall and meat raffle.  There will also be 
concessions available. 

St. Bernard’s Finance Council is in need of anoth-
er member.  If you are interested in joining this 
group who oversee the financial aspects of our par-
ish: helping to define potential opportunities for fi-
nancial initiatives to support our pastoral mission 
and identifying improvements and upgrades to our 
facilities that will support the longevity of our parish 
structures, please contact any of the current Finance 
Council members, Father or the parish office. 

STBAFF Prayer Trees are at both parishes as a 
way for us to support our first communicants and 
confirmation candidates in their preparation. Please 
take a prayer card and keep this young person in 
your prayers this year. The communicant cards are 
blue and the confirmation cards are lavender.  We 
have 10 communicants and 16 confirmation candi-
dates this year. Lift up these young people in prayer  

Advent: a Joyful Season: Let us then throw off 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light.  Romans 13:12 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME  

 AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

December 2 through December 9, 2019 
 
 

LECTORS: Saturday   8:00 pm.    Jake Kooiman 
Sunday   10:00 am.     Brenda Jones 
Monday   8:00 am.    Lori Kasel 
 

SERVERS: Saturday   8:00pm     Jim Hoen 
Sunday   10:00am.     Tom Meuleners & Dan Worm 
Monday    8:00 am.    Volunteers 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: 
Saturday 8:00pm.   Darin Feist 
Sunday  10:00am.   Pam Kunkle 
Monday   8:00am.   Judy Glander 
 

USHERS  
Saturday  8pm Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke & Leo Willems 
 

GREETERS:   
Saturday   8:00pm    Roger Storms 
Sunday    10:00am.   Roger & JoAnn Schmitz 
Monday    8:00 am.  Eileen Fasching 
 

GIFT BEARERS: Sat. & Sun.—Volunteers  
 

CHURCH CLEAN: Kooiman, Storms, Hammers 
 

NARTHEX CLEANING: Kooiman, Storms,  
     Hammers 
 

MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday Nov.  30  8:00pm.  People of the Parish 
Sunday    Dec.    1 10:00am. †Alex, Clara, Ronald  
      & Donald Storms and Judy Pjahn 
Monday   Dec.   2                  No Mass 
Tuesday   Dec.   3   6:15pm  Mass at Ascension                
Wed.         Dec.  4   8:00am.  †Shirley Brown 
Thursday Dec.  5  8:00 am.  †Paul Wickenhauser 
Friday      Dec.  6  6:45pm.   Mass at Ascension 
Saturday  Dec.  7  8:00pm.  †Dennis Wickenhauser 
Sunday    Dec.   8 10:00am. †Gilbert Rademacher  
       & The People of the Parish 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Due to the early deadline of this bulletin, the Stew-
ardship of Treasure report will be published in the 
next available bulletin. 
Thank you for your continued support of St. Bernard 
Parish. 
 

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings 
account? For more information call the parish office 
952-466-2031, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 2  through December 8 
 

SERVERS: 
 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Jacob Johnson, Isabella Miller  
Sun. 8:00 am    Hailey Buckentin, Callie Buckentin 
 
READERS:  
 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Jean Schmitz 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Jan Pouliot 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Bill Hart 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Amy Gallus 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
December 8 8:00 am 
 Team A:    Paul & Corrine Prososky 
 Team B:    Theresa Hartman, Pat Johnson 
 
USHERS FOR DECEMBER: 
 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Don Whitaker, Leo Pouliot 
 
SACRISTAN: 
 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Julie Gesinger   
Sun. 8:00 am     Diane Weckman 
 
GREETERS: 
 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Grace Cook 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Sue Schultz 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mon.     Dec. 2                       No Mass 
Tues.     Dec. 3     6:15 pm    Don Benz † 
Wed.     Dec. 4      8:00 am    Mass at St. Bernard            
Thurs.   Dec. 5      8:00 am   Mass at St. Bernard 
Fri.        Dec. 6      6:45 pm   Mass of Reparation 
Sat.        Dec. 7      5:00 pm   Merlin Dwire †  
Sun.       Dec. 8      8:00 am   Karl J. Monroe †   

Weekly Collection Report  
Due to the early bulletin deadline because 

of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend there 
will not be a collection report this week. 
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