
 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 

Contact Information 
   Fr. Abraham George, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-856-1056 
 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday thru 
Friday,  9:00am-2:00pm.  
 

Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Joint Mission Team Chairperson 

   Steve Lemmer ….…...….952-913-0790 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Barb Knorr..……....….....952-466-2447 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
  Fr. Abraham George, Pastor 
  Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351 
  frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org  
  Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
  Sherry Witte.…………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Wed., & Fri. 10:00 am—2:00pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Joint Mission Team Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer ….……...952-913-0790 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Sue Tellers ……....….....612-247-6881 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ….…..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …….……952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……….…952-466-4719 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl……………..763-645-7602 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Julie Kleindl……….………...952-807-3522 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                          

  St. Bernard:Wed.7:30-7:50am.  
Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 

Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Wednesday & Thursday  8:00 am.  

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   –  SEPTEMBER 8,  2019 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

SCRIPTURE READINGS—Sept. 8-14, 2019 
9/8 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
Wis 9:13-18b*Ps 90:3-4,5-6,12-13,14,17*Phlm 9-
10,12-17*Lk 14:25-33. 9/9 St. Peter Claver: Col 
1:24—2:3*Ps 62:6-7,9*Lk  6:6-11. 9/10: Col 2:6-
15*Ps 145:1-2,8-9,10-11*Lk 6:12-19. 9/11: Col 3:1
-11*Ps 145:2-3,10-11,12-13*Lk 6:20-26. 9/12 (The 
Most Holy Name of Mary): Col 3:12-17*Ps 150:1-
2,3-4,5-6*Lk 6:27-38. 9/13 St. John Chrysostom: 
1 Tm 1:1-2,12-14*Ps 16:1-2,5,7-8,11*Lk 6:39-42. 
9/14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross: Nm 21:4b
-9*Ps 78:1-2,34-35,36-37,3 
8*Phil 2:6-11* Jn 3:13-17..   Copyright 2018 by 
Creative Communications for the Parish, a division 
of Bayard, Inc. Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Tues. — NOON; All copy must be in to bulletin e-mail 
address & e-mail to puinn55322@hotmail.com 
Tues. Sept. 10th 7:00 pm: Core Meeting at Ascension 
Wed. Sept. 11th 3 pm-8 pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Sept. 12th 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Fri. Sept. 13th 10:15 am: Mass at the Harbor 
Sun. Sept. 15th 9am: KC Meeting at Ascension 
Sun. Sept. 15th 9am: Epic Bible Study at Ascension 
Mon. Sept. 16th 9am: Epic Bible Study at Ascension 
Tues. Sept. 17th 4pm: Finance Council at Ascension 
Wed. Sept. 18th 2pm: Mass at Good Samaritan 
Wed. Sept. 18th 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Sept. 19th 9am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Thurs. Sept. 19th 7pm: Full JMT Meeting at St. Bernard 
Sun. Sept. 22nd 9am: Epic Bible Study at Ascension 
Mon. Sept. 23rd 9am: Epic Bible Study at Ascension 
Wed. Sept. 25th 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Sept. 26th 9am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Thurs. Sept. 26th 7pm: Finance Council Meeting at St. 
Bernard 
Sun. Sept. 29th 9am: Epic Bible Study at Ascension 
Mon. Sept. 30th 9am: Epic Bible Study at Ascension 
Wed. Oct. 2nd 9pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Oct. 3rd 9am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Sat. Oct. 5th 4pm: Mass at St. Bernard (no 8pm) 
Sat. Oct. 5th 5pm: Chili Feed at St. Bernard 

 Count the Cost  
of Being a Disciple of Christ  

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
In this weekend’s gospel, Jesus reminds us to count 
the cost of being a disciple and follower of Christ. 
Jesus lays out four conditions for true discipleship. 
First, we must renounce family relationships, giving 
priority to God. We may find a little discomfort 
hearing of a word ‘hate’ which Jesus uses in Luke’s 
gospel. Certainly, we know Jesus doesn’t want us to 
hate anyone. Jesus taught that his followers should 
love everybody, including their enemies. Then how 
could Jesus tell us to ‘hate’ our families? So, it is 
clear that Jesus’ usage of “hating” one’s family is a 
Semitic exaggeration, spoken for effect. 
 
When Jesus said, “to hate your family,” he was talk-
ing about priority, to put God first, and consider eve-
ryone and everything next to that. We will find this 
when we look at its parallel passage in the gospel 
according to Matthew. It says, “Whoever loves fa-
ther or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” (Mt 10:37
-38).  
 
Secondly, we must bear our crosses: Though 
“bearing a cross” is often equated with accepting 
illness, painful physical conditions, or trying family 
relationships. It also includes what we do voluntari-
ly, as a consequence of our commitment to Jesus 
Christ.  Further, it is the spirit in which we freely 
and deliberately accept and endure the pain, difficul-
ties and even the ridicule involved with these choic-
es that transforms them into real cross-bearing.  
Thirdly, we must calculate the cost of discipleship: 
Using the two parables of the tower-builder and the 
king defending his country, Jesus says: think long 
and hard about discipleship before a decision is 
made. Jesus reminds us to count the cost of being a 
disciple because the cost is high. When we first de-
cide to follow Christ, we know simply that there will 
be a price to pay.  Only as life unfolds can we begin 
to assess the full cost.  Jesus warns us to expect sig-
nificant cost overruns because the cost for him 
was the cross at Calvary. 
 

Continued in the column to the right > > > > > > >                                      

< < < < < < Continued from the column on the left.  
Finally, we must renounce possessions: The fourth 
condition for being a disciple of Jesus means not on-
ly surrendering material possessions but some-
times one’s very life.  In today's reading, we hear the 
phrase, “whoever does not renounce all of his pos-
sessions and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.” 
When Jesus says that we must give up all our pos-
sessions, he means that we should lead a detached 
life, willingly sharing our blessings with others.  
 
The four conditions of discipleship as outlined by 
Jesus indicate a kind of total commitment that every 
follower of Christ should be prepared to live. This 
commitment calls us to center our lives on the suf-
fering and risen Christ. This is what the early Chris-
tian communities experienced in their real life. We 
need to accept and continue the challenge of Chris-
tian discipleship with heroic commitment. Let us 
practice true Christian discipleship through our faith, 
prayer, forgiveness, love, service and sacrifice.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI                                            



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

A Faith Formation Opportunity for Adults  
Experience Renewal 

You are invited to Christ Renews His Parish!  
During the weekend you will find fellowship and 
laughter, great food and friendship, and a renewed 
sense of belonging.  

Men’s Weekend: September 28-29  
Women’s Weekend: October 5-6 

Register online at www.stjosephwaconia.org or call 
952-442-3705 (https://stjosephwaconia.org/programs/
adult-formation/christ-renews-his-parish-retreats/)  
Space is limited. Please register early so you don’t 
miss out on this amazing experience.  

Word of Life “By our baptism, we are members of 
Christ’s body and sharers in his mission. Imitating 
Christ, we must care for all members of our communi-
ties, honoring each person as unique, sacred, and cre-
ated in the image of God. 

USCCB, “Open Wide Our Hearts” Bulletin Insert  

Thank you to all !  The St. Bernard Sewing Circle  ladies 
entered a quilt that they sewed on during their quilting 
season. The Quilt won a Grand Champion ribbon at the 
Carver County Fair and a First place ribbon at the 
McLeod County Fair. We wish to thank all the ladies who 
worked on the quilts, to those who donated cash and 
brought food for the quilters. We appreciate all of your 
hard work and the many hours spent quilting.  

The Quarterly meeting of the St. Bernard’s Catholic 
United Financial will be held on Wed., Sept. 11, at 
6:30pm at the Dale and Marylou Wildung Farm. All are 
invited to attend. We would also like to express our grati-
tude to the Dennis and Bernice Wickenhauser family for 
the generous donation of the proceeds of their Rummage 
sale.  Thanks very much.  It is very much appreciated. 

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Volunteer Usher Co-Chair Needed 
We are looking for a volunteer at Ascension to co-chair 
the usher tasks with Kent Fabel. It involves scheduling 
the ushers and notifying them of necessary infor-
mation. Please contact Kent Fabel if you are willing to 
co-chair - 320-296-8068. 

26th Annual St. Joe’s  Nickle Dickle Basketball Tour-
nament Registration Open! 
Join St. Joseph School and the area community for our 3 
on 3 and Slam Dunk contests on Nickle Dickle Day, Sat-
urday, September 14, 2019! Registration is open online! 
Our 3 on 3 Tourney is open to teams from 4th grade 
through adult. Sponsor the Tourney and have your name 
on the back of the 3 on 3 t-shirt and promotions at Nickle 
Dickle. Questions? Contact nickled-
ickle3on3@stjosephwaconia.org or visit our website at 
www.nickledickle.com.  

Quote of the week: “If you are what you should be, you 
will set the whole world ablaze!” St. Catherine of Siena  

A Faith Formation Opportunity for Adults  
EPIC- The Early Church Bible Study 
Join us for a 10 week study of Epic: The Early Church 
at the Ascension social hall beginning Sunday, Sept. 15th 
at 9am or Monday, Sept 16th at 9am.  Cost for the study 
material is $25.00.  For more information or to register 
for the study, please contact Frances Kramer at 952-467-
2275 or email at kramerdale@aol.com or Chris George at 
952-457-3138 or email at timchris102575@yahoo.com.  

ANNOUCEMENT FOR PARISH AMBASSADORS 
for the Archdiocesan Synod: 
Be a part of epic history! The Archdiocese is looking for 
YOUR opinion and ideas on the direction of our diocese. 
We need twelve representatives from each Parish for a 
two year commitment. Year 1 includes one training ses-
sion and one listening event. There will be a number of 
listening events throughout the diocese, of which you are 
asked to attend one, in which Archbishop Hebda and 
Bishop Cozzens will be listening to YOU. From these 
events, year two will be a consultative year in which the 
synod will begin formation. If you are interested in this 
adventure, please contact a JMT member  

Retrouvaille Marriage Weekend 
October 4-6, Best Western Hotel, Eagan, MN 
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Hurting? Angry? 
Feel helpless? Retrouvaille is a lifeline for troubled mar-
riages. Since 1977, over 40,000 marriages saved. Couples 
learn the tools to rediscover each other and heal their mar-
riage. 100% confidential. To find out more or to register 
visit http://www.tcr-mn.org, email 
twin.cities.retrouvaille@gmail.com, or call 800-470-
2230.  

Our Annual Chili Feed is Saturday, October 5th. 
Sign up sheets are on the table in the Narthex of the 
Church to donate Hamburger, Kidney beans, Tomato 
Soup, Tomato juice or Bars and to help during the Chili 
feed. Please consider helping out.  
In this weeks’ bulletin you will find an insert of Raffle 
tickets for the Quilt raffle. Extra Raffle tickets are on the 
table in the Narthex. You may also turn in your quilt Raf-
fle tickets at the table in the narthex or by putting the 
tickets and money in an envelope in the collection basket.  
 The Cash Raffle tickets are available this weekend. 
Please help us make this event a huge success. Purchase 
your raffle tickets in the narthex before and after all of 
the Masses. Take a book home with you to sell to friends 
and neighbors.  Please help make this Chili Feed fund-
raiser the best ever! Your support is greatly appreciated.  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME  

 AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

September 9 through September 15, 2019 
 

LECTORS:  
Saturday,   8:00 pm.    Patricia Quinn 
Sunday,   10:00 am.     Deb Andersen 
 
SERVERS:  
Saturday   8:00pm     Jim Monsen 
Sunday    10:00am.    Max & Luke Arganbright 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:     
Saturday 8:00pm.  Bernie Shambour 
Sunday  10:00am.  Vicki Arnst 
 
USHERS  
Saturday  8:00pm   Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke & Leo Willems 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday    8:00pm     Roger Storms 
Sunday,     10:00am.   Vern Elke 
 
GIFT BEARERS: Saturday & Sunday—Volunteers  
 
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday  Sept.   7     4:00pm. †Sheila Walter & The  
         People of the Parish 
Sunday     Sept.   8  10:00am.  †Donald Beckrich  
Monday    Sept.   9                    No Mass 
Tuesday   Sept.   10                     No Mass  
Wed.         Sept.  11   8:00 am.  †Adrian Wickenhauser 
Thursday Sept.  12   8:00 am.  †Lawrence Zimmer 
Friday      Sept.  13                     No Mass 
Saturday  Sept.  14   8:00pm.   †Dennis Wickenhauser  
             & The People of the Parish  
Sunday     Sept.  15 10:00am    †Shirley Brown &  
    The People of the Parish  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Wednesday  7:30—7:50a.m. & Saturday 7:15-7:45p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,382.00 
Contributions 8-28-19 through 09-3-19            3,209.60  
Total Actual Collection YTD                              30,265.54 
 Collection Over (Under) Budget                          (772.46) 
Forward in Faith  Envelope Income                       40.00 
Electronic Donations                                                170.00   
Forward in Faith Total                                          210.00 
FIF Total YTD     3,920.00  
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031, 
or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 September 9 through September 15 
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Isabella Miller, Hailey Stender 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Caleb Michels, Gabriel Michels 
 
READERS:  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Darlene Mondor 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Jan Pouliot 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Carol Donnay 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Amy Gallus 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
September 15 8:00 am 
 Team A:    Teresa Hartman, Pat Johnson 
 Team B:    Paul & Corrine Prososky 
 
USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Steve Schrupp Tom Lano 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Don Whitaker, Rich Tellers 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:     Tamara Lemmer 
Sun. 8:00 am      Kathy Kloempken 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Pat Johnson 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Betty O’Neil 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

Sun.      Sept. 8   8:00 am     Theresa Erpenbach †       
Mon.     Sept. 9                      No Mass 
Tues.     Sept. 10   6:15 pm   Greg Boyle †       
Wed.     Sept. 11                    No Mass               
Thurs.   Sept. 12                    No Mass                        
Fri.        Sept. 13   7:15 am   Lemmer †       
Sat.        Sept. 14   5:00 pm   Irene Shambour †       
Sun.       Sept. 15   8:00 am   All Parishioners   

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  09/01/2019 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,379.81 
Contributions:                         $1,613.00 
E-Giving:                                              $685.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $26,923.10 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $20,748.01 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD   ($6,175.09) 
Capital Improvement Offering:         $135.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:        $135.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:               $1,755.00 
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