
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 

   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor ……………                 
……….. …………………..952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-856-1056 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday,  
               Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Brenda Buckley-Jones…. 952-239-9436 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 
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ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor…………… 
   …………………………952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
Sherry Witte……………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer ….……...952-913-0790 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey……….….....952-467-6478 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Chris George……….………...952-467-3138 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl……………..763-645-7602 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……….…952-466-4719 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                         

  St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT –  DECEMBER 9, 2018 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of December 9–December 15, 2018 

12/9 Second Sunday of Advent:  Bar 5:1-9*Ps 126:1-2,2
-3,4-5,6*Phil 1:4-6,8-11*Lk 3:1-6. 
12/10: Is 35:1-10*Ps 85:9,10,11-12,13-14*Lk 5:17-26. 
12/11 (St. DamasusI): Is 40:1-11*Ps 96:1-2,3,10,11-
12,13*Mt 18:12-14. 
12/12 Our Lady of Guadalupe: Zec 1:14-17 or Rv 
11:19a;12:1-6a,10b*Jdt 13:18-19*Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-
47. 
12/13 St. Lucy: Is 41:13-20*Ps 145:1,9,10-11,12-13* Mt 
11:11-15. 
12/14 St. John of the Cross: Is 48:17-19*Ps 1:1-
2,3,4,6*Mt 11:16-19. 
12/15: Sir 48:1-4,9-11*Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19*Mt 
17:9a,10-13. 
Copyright 2018 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc.  Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Sun. Dec. 9th 1:30 pm: KC Bingo at Ascension 
Dec. 11th EARLY EADLINE FOR THE BULLETIN 
OF DECEMBER 23RD—by the end of the day. All 
copy for Ascension submitted to Sherry Witte @ 
BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org and Dave Dettmann 
@ daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com. 
Wed. Dec. 12th 5-8 pm: Combined Individual Reconcili-
ation at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 12thn 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Dec. 13th 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Thurs. Dec. 13th EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE 
BULLETIN OF DECEMBER 23RD. ALL COPY TO 
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org BY NOON 
Fri. Dec. 14th 10:15 am: Mass at The Harbor, NYA 
Sun. Dec. 16th 9:00 am: KC Meeting at Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 17th EARLY EADLINE FOR THE BUL-
LETIN OF DECEMBER 30TH—by the end of the 
day. All copy for Ascension submitted to Sherry Witte 
@ BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org and Dave Dett-
mann @ daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com. 
Mon. Dec. 17th 7:00 pm: Finance Council at St. Bernard 
Mon. Dec. 17th 7:00 pm: JMT Meeting at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 19th EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE BUL-
LETIN OF DECEMBER 30TH. ALL COPY TO bul-
letin@st-bernard-cologne.org BY NOON 
Wed. Dec. 19th 3:00-8:00 pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Dec. 20th 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 24th 5pm: Christmas Eve Mass at Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 24th 8pm: Christmas Eve Mass at St. Bernard 
Tues. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Christmas Mass at Ascension 
Tues. Dec. 25th 10am: Christmas Mass at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 26th 3 pm-8 pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 27th 8 am-8 pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Thurs Dec. 31st: No 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard 
Mon. Dec. 31st 6:45 pm: Solemnity of Mary Mass at St. 
Bernard 
Tues. Jan. 1st 9:00am: Solemnity of Mary Mass at As-
cension 
Tues. Jan. 1st: No 6:15 pm Mass at Ascension 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Here’s a beautiful reflection from Mother Teresa 
on the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Come expe-
rience God’s mercy at our Evening of Reconcili-
ation Wednesday, December 12th 5-8pm at St. 
Bernard.  His mercy heals us.  Fr. Gregory  
  
“The other day, a Sister called to tell me that one of 
the young men was dying but, strange to say, he 
couldn’t die. So she asked him, ‘What is wrong?’ 
And he said, ‘Sister, I cannot die until I ask my fa-
ther to forgive me.’ So the Sister found out where the 
father was, and she called him. And something ex-
traordinary happened, like a living page from the 
Gospel: The father embraced the son and cried, ‘My 
son! My beloved son!’ And the son begged the father, 
‘Forgive me! Forgive me!’ And the two of them clung 
to each other tenderly. Hours later, the young man 
died.  
  
Confession is a beautiful act of great love. Confession 
is nothing but humility in action. We used to call it 
penance, but really it is a sacrament of love, a sacra-
ment of forgiveness. When there is a gap between me 
and Christ, when my love is divided, anything can 
come to fill the gap. Confession is a place where I al-
low Jesus to take away from me everything that di-
vides, that destroys. The reality of my sins must 
come first. For most of us, there is the danger of for-
getting that we are sinners and must go to confession 
as sinners. We must go to God to tell Him we are 
sorry for all we have done that may have hurt Him.  
  
The other day a man, a journalist, asked me a strange 
question. He asked me, ‘Even you, do you have to go 
to Confession?’ I said, ‘Yes, I go to Confession every 
week.’ And he said, ‘Then God must be very demand-
ing if you have to go to Confession.’ And I said, 
‘Your own child sometimes does something wrong. 
What happens when your child comes to you and 
says - Daddy, I’m sorry. – What do you do? You put 
both of your arms around your child and kiss him. 
Why? Because that’s your way of telling him that 
you love him. God does the same thing. He loves you 
tenderly.’   
 
 St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata  

St. Bernard/Ascension Faith Formation Sponsorship 
Program Update – We’re getting closer to reaching 
our goals! So far we’ve received $4,035 toward meal 
sponsorship and $200 toward tuition sponsorship.  Our 
goal is to raise $5,000 in meal sponsorship and $700 
in tuition sponsorships.  If you’d like to help, please 
pick up a form in the kiosk at St. Bernard’s or in the 
back of church at Ascension. Remember that sponsors 
will receive a tax deduction statement.  Businesses/
organizations will also be promoted through flyers at 
our meals, in the bulletin and in our faith formation 
newsletters.  Any and all help is appreciated!    



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

Sunday Masses during St. Bernard Beautification 
Project : St. Bernard Church interior will be undergo-
ing a beautification process October 8 through Decem-
ber 14, 2018.  ALL SUNDAY MASSES DURING 
THIS TIME WILL BE HELD AT ASCENSION.  
ALL WEEKDAY MASSES ARE IN THE NAR-
THEX. ADORATION IN THE ST. ANNE’S ROOM.  

West Carver County Food Shelf :Thank you to all who 
worked at the Food shelf during the month of November. 
Sharing of your time and talent is greatly appreciated. 

A Board Game Night at St. Bernard! 
When: December 28th from 6:30-8:30pm 
Where: Narthex Basement 
Who:  All ages and families (we ask that parents come 
with younger children) 
What:  Games for all ages 
Why:  A fun evening at the Parish 
Snacks will be provided as well as games. 
People are however encouraged to bring a game or 
two along with a snack. 
Contact Andrew Zeisel at 847-454-4109 with any 
questions 

Cleaning after renovation:   
Please join us on Saturday Dec. 15th for a deep clean-
ing of the Church and Narthex starting at 9:00 am. 
Please bring a bucket and extra rags. The more hands 
we have the easier this will be for everyone. We will 
be providing a light lunch around 11:30. Thank you 
for all you do to help St. Bernard's Church. 

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Gifts for Baby Jesus:  The Respect for Life group will be 
collecting Gifts for Baby Jesus during Advent again this 
year. Items especially needed include baby items, diapers, 
socks, and winter clothing (can be gently used) for infants 
and toddlers up to 18 mo.  Items can be brought to Ascension 
and left by the Mary altar. 

Retirement Fund for Religious :A second collection will be 
taken up on this weekend, Dec. 8 and 9th for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious.  A donor writes, “Your flyer touched 
my heart – seeing the retired religious, such memories sur-
faced.”  Do you remember the sisters, brothers, or religious 
order priests who made a positive difference in your life?  
Today many are elderly and need assistance.  Their religious 
communities struggle to meet retirement needs while contin-
uing to serve the People of God.  Please give to this week’s 
second collection.  

Area Advent 2018 Reconciliation Dates 
Immaculate Conception, Watertown – Sunday, Dec 9 at 3pm 
Our Lady of the Lake, Mound - Wednesday, Dec 12 at 6:30 
pm  
St. Bernard, Cologne – Wednesday, Dec 12 from 5:30 – 
8:00 pm 
St. Boniface- St. Bonifacius: Wednesday, Dec 12th 5 - 6pm & 7 
– 8pm. 
St. Mary's, Waverly - Thursday, Dec 13 at 7:00 pm 
St. Therese, Deephaven - Thursday, Dec 13 from 7:00 – 9:00 
pm 
St. Joseph, Waconia - Sunday, Dec 16 at 4:30 pm 
Guardian Angels, Chaska - Sunday, Dec 16 at 6:30 pm 
 St. Nicholas, Carver - Thursday, Dec 20 from 6:30 - 8 pm 
(English & Spanish)  

Thank you!!  Thanks to everyone that donated to the 
Southwest Carver Food Shelf in November.  We were able 
to deliver 369 lbs. of food/supplies for the month.  That 
includes a very generous 251 lbs. and $635.06 from the 
Thanksgiving Day Mass.   The generosity from both par-
ishes is very much appreciated!  

Catholic Services Appeal Update:   
Ascension’s goal for 2018 is $8,639.  So far, they 
have pledges of $17,810 and they have received $16,340.  This 
is almost double over our goal amount.  Thank you!  This will 
go a long way in supporting our Faith Formation pro-
gram.  We have extra envelopes in the office if you need one. 

Young Adult Listening Sessions with Archbishop Hebda 
Archbishop Hebda invites young adults (ages 18-49) of the 
Archdiocese to join him for one of two listening sessions 
regarding the abuse crisis in the Church.  Attendees are en-
couraged to share their ideas for creating and maintaining 
safe environments, healing the Church, and moving forward 
together.  The first session is Monday, December 10 from 7-
9 p.m. at the Catholic Center, 777 Forest Street, St. 
Paul.  The second is Wednesday, December 19 from 7-9 
p.m. at the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis. For more 
information, go to archspm.org and click on the events tab.  

Catholic Services Appeal Update:  
St. Bernard's goal for 2018 is $10,716.  So far, we 
have pledged $11,285 and they have received 
$10,125.  If the remaining pledges are paid, we will re-
ceive the 25% rebate. If not, we will be short by 
$591.  Please prayerfully consider a contribution to 
CSA and all the ministries they support.  We have extra 
envelopes in the office if you need one. 

St. Bernard Stewardship Forms – If you haven’t already 
filled out the Stewardship Covenant Form and the Gift 
Inventory Survey, please take a moment to do so.  If 
you’re currently involved in a ministry/ministries, 
please note it on the form to indicate that you would 
like to continue.  If you’re unable to commit to a gift or 
ministry at this time, please fill out the form simply list-
ing your name and contact information. The forms can 
be placed in the collection basket, dropped off at the 
office, or mailed to the church. “As each one has re-
ceived a gift, use it to serve one another as good stew-
ards of God’s varied grace.” – 1 Peter  4:10.  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

December 10  through December 16, 2018 
 

LECTORS:  
Saturday 8:00pm.    Tom Wickenhauser 
Sunday  10:00am      Patricia Quinn 
 
SERVERS:  
Saturday  8:00pm     Jim Monsen & Jared Templin 
Sunday 10:00am.      Greta & Holly Feist 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  
Saturday 8:00 pm.    Sue Neubarth   
Sunday  10:00am.     Meghan Stusynski 
 
USHERS  
Saturday 8pm  Ralph Laumann & Bob Rademacher 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke &  Brian Vos 
 
GREETERS:  
Saturday    8:00pm    Doreen Walters 
Sunday     10:00am.   Brian Vos 
 
GIFT BEARERS:  Sat & Sun.  Volunteers  
 
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday   Dec  8    9:00 am   †Marvin Cebulla 
Saturday   Dec.  8    8:00pm. †Adrian Wickenhauser 
Sunday     Dec.  9   10:00am.   People of the Parish 
Monday    Dec.  10  8:00am.    †Francis Zimmer 
Tuesday    Dec.  11                    No Mass   
Wed.          Dec.  12   8:00am.   †Art Hilgers 
Thursday  Dec.  13             No Mass     
Friday       Dec.  14                   No Mass 
Saturday   Dec.  15    8:00pm. †Casper Tellers 
Sunday      Dec.  16 10:00am     People of the Parish 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,300.00 
Contributions 11-28-18 through 12-4-18          2,497.56 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             74,350.13  
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget                (1,833.87 
Forward in Faith  Envelope Income                      600.00 
Electronic Donations                                                150.00  
Forward in Faith Total                                          750.00                       
Forward in Faith YTD                                     11,492.00 
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031 
ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 10 through December 16 
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Emma Dettmann, Hailey Stender 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Callie Buckentin, Avery Smith 
 
READERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Cathleen Williams 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Rita Fahey 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Norm Willems 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Lisa Whitaker 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
December 16th 8:00 am 
 Team A:    Steve Lemmer, Jim Louwagie 
 Team B:    Tim & Rita Fahey 
 
USHERS FOR DECEMBER: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Don Whitaker, Leo Pouliot 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Tamara Lemmer 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Kathy Kloempken 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Pat Johnson 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Jan Pouliot 
 
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Mon.       Dec. 10                      No Mass 
Tues.       Dec. 11   6:15 pm     Theresa Erpenbach †  
Wed.       Dec. 12                      No Mass 
Thurs.     Dec. 13                      No Mass                        
Fri.          Dec. 14   7:15 am     For Religious Freedom                   
Sat.          Dec. 15     5:00 pm   Merlin Dwire †  
Sun.         Dec. 16     8:00 am   Ed Robinson †  

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  12/02/2018 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,379.81 
Contributions:                      $4,245.00 
E-Giving:                                              $230.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $77,620.25 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $70,856.73 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD    ($6,763.52) 
Capital Improvement Offering:          $160.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:         $40.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                $5,830.00 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:35 pm and Saturday at 4:15 pm 


