
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 

   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor ……………                 
……….. …………………..952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-856-1056 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday,  
               Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
   Thomas Monsen...……....507-514-7654 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Brenda Buckley-Jones…. 952-239-9436 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
   Marcy Wickenhauser…....952-466-2593 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 
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CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor…………… 
   …………………………952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
Sherry Witte……………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Steve Lemmer ….……...952-913-0790 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey……….….....952-467-6478 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Kevin Raether… 952-467-2633 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE Confirmation Class           
  Chris George……….………...952-467-3138 
DRE Middle School Grades 
   Melanie Kleindl……………..763-645-7602 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……….…952-466-4719 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                         

  St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

 THE HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH –  DECEMBER 30, 2018 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of December 30, 2018–January 5, 2019 

12/30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph:  Sir 
3:2-6,12-14*Ps 128:1-2,3,4-5*Col 3:12-21*Lk 2:41-52. 
12/31(St. Sylvester): 1 Jn 2:18-21*Ps 96:1-2,11-12,13*Jn 
1:1-18. 
1/1 Mary, the Holy Mother of God: Nm 6:22-27*Ps 
67:2-3,5,6,8*Gal 4:4-7*Lk 2:16-21. 
1/2 Sts. Basil and Gregory Nzaianzen: 1 Jn 2:22-28*Ps 
98:1,2-3,3-4*Jn 1:19-28. 
1/3 (The Most Holy Name of Jesus): 1 Jn 2:29—3:6*Ps 
98:1,3-4,5-6* Jn 1:29-34. 
1/4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: 1 Jn 3:7-10*Ps 98:1,7-
8,9*Jn 1:35-42. 
1/5 St. John Neumann: 1 Jn 3:11-21*Ps 100: 1-2,3,4,5-
*Jn 1:43-51. 
Copyright 2018 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc.  Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Thurs Dec. 31st: No 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard 
Mon. Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Solemnity of Mary Mass at 
St. Bernard. Please note the time change.  
Tues. Jan. 1st 9:00am: Solemnity of Mary Mass at 
Ascension 
Tues. Jan. 1st: No 6:15 pm Mass at Ascension 
Wed. Jan. 2nd 2:00 pm: Mass at Good Samaritan-
Waconia 
Wed. Jan. 2nd 6:30 pm: Catechist Appreciation at 
Ascension 
Wed. Jan 2nd No Eucharistic Adoration at St. 
Bernard.  
Thurs. Jan. 3rd 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Wed. Jan. 9th 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Wed. Jan. 9th: Faith Formation resumes at Ascen-
sion 
Thurs. Jan. 10th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at 
Ascension 
Sun. Jan. 13th 1:30 pm: KC Bingo at Ascension 
Mon. Jan. 14th 7:00 pm: Finance Council at St. Ber-
nard 
Wed. Jan. 16th 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Jan. 17th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at 
Ascension 
Tues. Jan. 22nd 4pm: Finance Council at Ascension 
Wed. Jan. 23rd 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Jan. 24th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at 
Ascension 

St. Bernard/Ascension Faith Forma on Sponsorship 
Program Update – Thanks to the generosity of sev-
eral people and organiza ons we’re within reach of 
our goal!  We’ve received $4,680 toward meal spon-
sorship and $320 toward tui on!  We’re just $700 
short of our overall goal of $5,700.  If you’ve been 
thinking about contribu ng and just haven’t go en 
around to it yet, please pick up a form in the kiosk at 
St. Bernard’s or in the back of church at Ascension 
and send in your dona on this week. Thanks to eve-
ryone who has supported this important ministry in 
any way!  

Thank you 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I am sad to be leaving you.  I truly do love you. At the 
same time, I believe it is God’s will that I am going to 
be a chaplain at the U of M Hospital and I want to do 
this…...I want to do God’s will.  Doing God’s will is the 
only thing that matters in life (however much we stum-
ble and sin along the way—God is GOOD and will for-
give us and help us): “thy Kingdom come thy will be 
done.”    
 

I offer you thanks for the last 6 ½ years I have been 
blessed to be with you.   Thank you for your kindness, 
support, forgiveness, patience, and SO MANY PRAY-
ERS.  It has been a blessing for me to get to know you, 
pray with you and work with you in the service of God. 
Hopefully, through our time together we have fallen 
more in love with God and one another resulting a 
stronger living and proclamation of the Gospel.  
 

I am grateful for how you have offered your prayer, par-
ticipation and generosity to strengthen our parishes. I 
invite us all to once again place our lives in God’s Good 
Hands (where else would we want to be!). Please, let us 
ardently seek God’s will in our daily life, in our mar-
riage, in our family life and our parish life. Choosing to 
make these 4 practices part of our daily life will help us 
to discern and generously and courageously allow 
God’s will to be carried out through us: (1) SILENCE 
[in God’s presence—allow Him to look at us], (2) LIS-
TENING [for the whisper of God], (3) ACTION [trying 
to carry out God’s will], and (4) be willing to suffer for 
God. 
 

Yes, the GREATEST TRUTH in life is that GOD 
LOVES US—very much.  Let’s all make a conscience 
choice at the beginning of each day to LOVE GOD very 
much. Let our lives be one long magnificat, proclaiming 
God’s greatest with our Mother Mary:    
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my savior, for He has looked with favor 
on His lowly servant. From this day all generations will 
call me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for 
me, and holy is His Name. He has mercy on those who 
fear Him in every generation. He has shown the 
strength of His arm, He has scattered the proud in their 
conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of His servant Israel, for He 
has remembered His promise of mercy, the promise He 
made to our fathers, to Abraham and His children for 
ever.  
 

(Continued in the column to the right) > > > > > > > > 

(Continued from the column on the left) 
 
I do not know if we will see each other again in this life 
but I pray we will in our Father’s House. 
 
In Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
 
Fr. Gregory 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

A Gift for Married Couples 
It has been said that the greatest gift you can give your 
children is two parents very much in love with each oth-
er.  Polish up this gift and put a bow on it at a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  You deserve the 
best and your children need to see you reaching for it.   
Next Weekend opportunity is Feb 8-10, 2019 in Buffalo 
and Feb 15-17, 2019 in Belle Plaine (a Non-Residential 
Weekend where you go home each evening).   To regis-
ter go to twincitieswwme.com or call 612-756-8720 

New schedules for January & February of 2019 
for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors and Altar Servers 
have been published. Copies are available on the 
kiosk in the narthex of the church.  
Please pick up  a new list if you have not already 
received on via e-mail.  
Thank  you for your stewardship to all who so 
faithfully serve St. Bernard in these ministries.  

NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION WEDNES-
DAY, JANUARY 2ND.  

THANK YOU ! !  Wish to THANK all the won-
derful people who came to clean the Church and 
Narthex and prepare the lunch for the workers on 
Saturday, December 15th.  
It was truly amazing to see the number of people 
who turned out to clean the Church and Narthex in 
preparation for the weekend Masses.  
May God Bless you ! ! 

The St. Bernard Cemetery Committee wishes to 
thank everyone who has worked to keep our cam-
pus looking GREAT all year long. Thank you for 
your stewardship and may God Bless you. 

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Contributions:  We are only a little over a week 
away from the start of a new year.  How time does 
fly.  Have you met the goal you set at the begin-
ning of the year to support the parish?  If so, awe-
some.  If not, now would be a good time before the 
end of the year to think about making a catch-up 
donation.  If you are interested in e-giving, please 
contact either parish office and we can get you set-
up.  Thank you all for your support in 2018!!  And 
may you have a blessed and happy 2019.  

Catholics at the Capitol – St. Paul, MN - Tues-
day, February 19th, 2019 
Begin to build relationships with your newly-
elected legislators. Join 2,000+ Catholics, all seven 
of Minnesota’s bishops, and some great speakers 
for Catholics at the Capitol 2019. The Minnesota 
Catholic Conference hosts this day of prayer, in-
spiration, education, and advocacy to help you put 
your faith into action. Visit 
www.CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org/Register to regis-
ter and find more details on the schedule, speakers, 
and transportation options. 

Homebound contact:  Sue Tellers will be the 
contact for the Homebound ministry between Jan. 
1st and March 31st, 2019.  Sue can be reached at 
612-247-6881.  

Good bye, So long, Farewell!!  It is with a sad 
heart that we wish Father Gregory a fond farewell 
to his time here at Ascension and St. Bernard.  He 
has been instrumental in so many things over his 
time here but the biggest is helping our parishes see 
that we are stronger together than we are separate-
ly.  With his leadership, our parish communities 
have worked together to build a strong Faith For-
mation program, celebrated together over the East-
er triduum and enjoyed combined summer picnics, 
to name a few, and now we are moving forward 
with a joint parish council, the Joint Mission Team.  
Let us all pray and work together to continue Fa-
ther’s vision of collaboration for our parishes.  Let 
us also pray for Father Gregory as he moves on to 
his next assignment as chaplain at the University of 
Minnesota hospital.  May he bring peace and com-
fort to those who will need his services in the fu-
ture.  Thank you Father Gregory – so long, fare-
well, good bye!!  

Annual Prayer Service for Life 
Please join us at the Cathedral of Saint Paul, Tues-
day, January 22, 10:30 a.m. for the Annual Prayer 
Service for Life, followed by MCCL’s March for 
Life at the State Capitol. This prayer service com-
memorates the millions of lives lost to abortion and 
the many women and men wounded by abortion’s 
aftermath. All are invited and welcome. Please con-
sider carpooling or utilizing buses as parking and 
street access are limited. For more information, 
please contact the Office for Marriage, Family & 
Life at 651-291-4488.  

May God Bless you in the New Year ! ! 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

December 31, 2018  through January 6, 2019 
 

LECTORS:  
Monday, Dec. 31  5:00 am.       Jake Kooiman 
Saturday,   8:00 pm.     Roger Storms 
Sunday,   10:00 am.      Sarah Foley 

SERVERS:  
Monday, Dec. 31  5:00 am.  Max & Luke Arganbright 
Saturday   8:00pm   Jim Hoen 
Sunday    10:00am.  Tom Monsen & Andrew Zeisel 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER:  
Monday, Dec. 31  5:00pm.    Irene Drees 
Saturday   8:00pm.      John Eiden 
Sunday,   10:00am.      Julie Clemensen 

USHERS Monday,  
Monday, Dec. 31  5:00pm. Ralph Laumann & Bob 
Rademacher  
Saturday  8:00pm  Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke &  Leo Willems  

GREETERS:  
Monday, Dec. 31   5:00pm.  Roger Storms 
Saturday    8:00pm    Marcy Wickenhauser 
Sunday,     10:00am.  Brian Vos 

GIFT BEARERS:  Mon., Sat., Sun., Volunteers  
 

MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday   Dec. 29     8:00pm. †Hilbert Knauer 
Sunday     Dec.  30   10:00am.  People of the Parish 
Monday    Dec.  31   5:00pm.   †Adrian Wickenhauser,  
                   Leon & Marcy Wickenhauser 
Tuesday    Jan. 1, 2019             No Mass  
Wed.          Jan. 2                No Mass 
Thursday  Jan.  3             No Mass     
Friday       Jan.  4                      No Mass 
Saturday   Jan.  5   8:00pm.    †Rita Peters 
Sunday      Jan.  6 10:00am     †Leonard Hoen Sr.,        
     Martin J. Quinn and The People of the Parish 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,300.00 
Contributions 12-12-18 through 12-18-18         5,480.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             82,259.23  
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget                  (524.77) 
Forward in Faith  Envelope Income                      432.00 
Electronic Donations                                                850.00  
Forward in Faith Total                                       1,282.00                       
Forward in Faith YTD                                     12,914.00 
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031 
ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 31 through January 6 
 

SERVERS: 
Jan. 1 9:00 am: Mitchell Lemmer, Jacob Johnson  
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Jack Lano, Bill Hart 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Paul Prososky, Don Whitaker 
 

READERS:  
Jan. 1 9:00 am: Brian Willems 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Darlene Mondor 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Cheryl Coyle 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Jan. 1 9:00 am: Cathleen Williams 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Carol Donnay 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Steve Coyle 
 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
January 6th 8:00 am 
 Team A:    Teresa Hartman, Pat Johnson 
 Team B:    Steve Lemmer, Jim Louwagie 
 

USHERS FOR JANUARY: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Mark Donnay, Steve Schrupp 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Justin Buckentin, Matt Smith 
 

SACRISTAN: 
Jan. 1 9:00 am: Sherry Witte 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Tamara Lemmer 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Pat Clark 
 

GREETERS: 
Jan. 1 9:00 am: Sheila Hart 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Cathleen Williams 
Sun. 8:00 am: Matt Smith Family 
 

Mon.       Dec. 31                      No Mass 
Tues.       Jan. 1        9:00 am  Theresa Erpenbach †  
Wed.       Jan. 2                        No Mass 
Thurs.     Jan. 3                        No Mass                        
Fri.          Jan. 4     7:15 am     Greg Boyle †                   
Sat.          Jan. 5     5:00 pm    Merlin Dwire †  
Sun.         Jan. 6     8:00 am    Braunwarth Family †  

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  12/16/2018 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,379.81 
Contributions:                        $4,870.00 
E-Giving:                                              $285.000 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $84,379.87 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $80,144.73 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD    ($4,235.14) 
Capital Improvement Offering:          $230.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:         $20.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                $6,570.00 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:35 pm and Saturday at 4:15 pm 


