THE ASCENSION

ST. BERNARD

CHURCH

323 Reform St. North
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor...............
.............................. 952-856-1050
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351

Website ...... WWwWw.ascensionnya.org
Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................. 952-777-0110

E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees
Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765

Parish Council Chairperson
Steve Lemmer ............. 952-913-0790
Communion for Homebound

Rita Fahey..................952-467-6478
Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183

Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576
E-mail:_Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-759-0555
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Kevin Raether... 952-467-2633

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as soon
as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm.
Sat.4:15-4:45pm.

St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am.
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.
Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com

Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org
DRE Confirmation Class

Chris George.........ccco.euenenn 952-467-3138
DRE Middle School Grades
Melanie Kleindl................. 763-645-7602
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser............. 952-466-4719
SCRIPTURE READINGS

For the week of December 23—December 29, 2018
12/23 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Mi 5:1-4a*Ps 80:2-
3,15-16,18-19*Heb 10:5-10*Lk 1:39-45.

12/24: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16*Ps 89:2-3,4-5,27,29*Lk
1:67-79.

12/25 The Nativity of the Lord: Is 9:1-6*Ps 96:1-2,2-
3,11-12,13*Ti 2:11-14*Lk 2:1-14.

12/26 St. Stephen: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59*Ps 31:3-
4,6,8,16-17*Mt 10:17-22.

12/27 St. John: 1 Jn 1:1-4*Ps 97:1-2,5-6,11-12* JIn
20:1a,2-8.

12/28 The Holy Innocents: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2*Ps 124:2-3,4-
5,7-8*%Mt 2:13-18.

12/29:(St. Thomas Becket) 1 Jn 2:3-11*Ps 96 1-2,2-3,5-
6*Lk 2:22-35.

Copyright 2018 by Creative Communications for the
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212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
.................................. 952-856-1050
Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org
Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
School Building ......... 952-856-1056

Parish Office Hours: Monday,
Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm.

Trustees
Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282
Thomas Monsen.............507-514-7654

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann 952-466-3331

Parish Council Chairperson
Brenda Buckley-Jones.... 952-239-9436

Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel .........kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000
Marcy Wickenhauser.......952-466-2593

Catholic United Financial
CarolHoen ................. 952-466-2456

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 23, 2018




MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Dear Parishioners and guests,

| extend warm & joy-filled Christmas greetings to
you and your family. | wish to offer you these
three reflections on Christmas from Pope Bene-
dict. If anything strikes you in these reflections,
can | further invite you to enter into a heart-to-
heart conversation with Jesus about it?

In our newborn Savior,

Fr. Gregory

“sign”

God’s sign is his humility. God’s sign is that he
makes himself small; becomes a child, he lets us
touch him and he asks for our love. How we
would prefer a different sign, an imposing, irresist-
ible sign of God’s power and greatness! But his
sign summons us to faith and love, and thus it
gives us hope: this is what God is like. He has
power, he is Goodness itself. He invites us to be-
come like him. Yes, indeed, we become like God
if we allow ourselves to be shaped by this sign; if
we ourselves learn humility and hence true great-
ness; if we renounce violence and use only the
weapons of truth and love.

“Waiting"

The question is: Is the humanity of our time still
waiting for a Savior? One has the feeling that
many consider God as foreign to their own inter-
ests. Apparently, they do not need him. They live
as though he did not exist and, worse still, as
though he were an “obstacle” to remove in order
to fulfill themselves. Even among believers—we
are sure of it—some let themselves be attracted
by enticing dreams and distracted by misleading
doctrines that suggest deceptive shortcuts to hap-
piness. Yet, despite its contradictions, worries and
tragedies, and perhaps precisely because of
them, humanity today seeks a path of renewal, of
salvation, it seeks a Savior and awaits, some-
times unconsciously, the coming of the Savior
who renews the world and our life, the coming of
Christ, the one true Redeemer of man and of the
whole of man.

(continued in the column on the right) > > > > > >

B i CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
= ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Mon. Dec. 24th Spm: Christmas Eve Mass at Ascension
Mon. Dec. 24th 8pm: Christmas Eve Mass at St. Bernard
Tues. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Christmas Mass at Ascension
Tues. Dec. 25th 10am: Christmas Mass at St. Bernard
Wed.. Dec. 26Th EARLY EADLINE FOR THE BUL-
LETIN OF JANUARY 6TH —by the end of the day.
All copy for Ascension submitted to Sherry Witte @
BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org and Dave Dettmann
@ daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com.
Wed. Dec. 26th NO ADORATION AT ST. BER-
NARD.

Thurs. Dec. 27th 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension
Thurs. Dec. 27th EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE
BULLETIN OF JANUARY 6TH. ALL COPY TO
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org BY NOON.
Thurs Dec. 31st: No 8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard
Mon. Dec. 31st 5:00 pm: Solemnity of Mary Mass at St.
Bernard—Please note the time change.
Tues. Jan. 1st 9:00am: Solemnity of Mary Mass at As-
cension

Tues. Jan. 1st: No 6:15 pm Mass at Ascension
Wed. Jan. 2nd 2:00 pm: Mass at Good Samaritan-
'Waconia
Wed. Jan. 2nd 6:30 pm: Catechist Appreciation at As-
cension

'Wed. Jan 2nd 3pm-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard
Thurs. Jan. 3rd 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension
'Wed. Jan. 9th 3:00 pm-8:00 pm: Adoration at St. Ber-
nard

Wed. Jan. 9th: Faith Formation resumes at Ascension
Thurs. Jan. 10th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at Ascen-
sion

Sun. Jan. 13th 1:30 pm: KC Bingo at Ascension

< < < < (Continued from the column on the left)

"Preparation”

Christmas is a privileged opportunity to meditate
on the meaning and value of our existence. The
approach of this Solemnity helps us on the one
hand to reflect on the drama of history in which
people, injured by sin, are perennially in search of
happiness and of a fulfilling sense of life and
death; and on the other, it urges us to meditate
on the merciful kindness of God who came to
man to communicate to him directly the Truth that
saves, and to enable him to partake in his friend-
ship and his life. Therefore let us prepare our-
selves for Christmas with humility and simplicity,
making ourselves ready to receive as a gift the
light, joy and peace that shine from this mystery.




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Gifts for Baby Jesus: The Respect for Life group will be
collecting Gifts for Baby Jesus during Advent again this
year. Items especially needed include baby items, diapers,
socks, and winter clothing (can be gently used) for infants
and toddlers up to 18 mo. Items can be brought to Ascen-
sion and left by the Mary altar.

ADVENT Q & A

Q: Why is Mass celebrated at midnight on Christmas Eve?
A: The idea of keeping vigil — staying late into the night in
spiritual preparation — has been part of Catholicism for mil-
lennia. Christmas Masses include three distinct liturgies
with different sets of readings: Mass at midnight, Mass at
dawn, and Mass during the day. Some parishes move their
“midnight” Mass earlier to accommodate families, harsh
weather, or difficult travel conditions, but some have can-
celed it in favor of the vigil Mass, held earlier on the even-
ing of December 24th. Mass at midnight has special signifi-
cance, however. The shepherds kept watch over their flocks
throughout the night — it was in the middle of the night that
the angels appeared to announce Christ’s birth. When we
disrupt our schedule for the sacred, we’re participating in a
tangible re-presentation of that Christmas night. We too
have been keeping watch throughout the Advent season.
This month-long “vigil” ends with the night of the world
illuminated by the coming of Christ.

Catholics at the Capitol — St. Paul, MN - Tuesday,

February 19", 2019
Begin to build relationships with your newly-elected legisla-
tors. Join 2,000+ Catholics, all seven of Minnesota’s bish-
ops, and some great speakers for Catholics at the Capitol
2019. The Minnesota Catholic Conference hosts this day of
prayer, inspiration, education, and advocacy to help you put
your faith into action. Visit
www.CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org/Register to register and
find more details on the schedule, speakers, and transporta-
tion options.

Contributions: We are only a little over a week away from
the start of a new year. How time does fly. Have you met
the goal you set at the beginning of the year to support the
parish? If so, awesome. If not, now would be a good time
before the end of the year to think about making a catch-up
donation. If you are interested in e-giving, please contact
either parish office and we can get you set-up. Thank you
all for your support in 2018!! And may you have a blessed
and happy 2019.

A Gift for Married Couples

It has been said that the greatest gift you can give your children
is two parents very much in love with each other. Polish up
this gift and put a bow on it at a Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend. You deserve the best and your children need to
see you reaching for it. Next Weekend opportunity is Feb 8-
10, 2019 in Buffalo and Feb 15-17, 2019 in Belle Plaine (a Non
-Residential Weekend where you go home each evening). To
register go to twincitieswwme.com or call 612-756-8720

MERRY CHRISTMAS

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

A Board Game Night at St. Bernard!

When: December 28th from 6:30-8:30pm

Where: Narthex Basement

Who: All ages and families (we ask that parents
come with younger children)

What: Games for all ages

Why: A fun evening at the Parish

Snacks will be provided as well as games.

People are however encouraged to bring a game or
two along with a snack.

Contact Andrew Zeisel at 847-454-4109 with any
questions

New schedules for January & February of 2019
for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors and Altar Servers
have been published. Copies are available on the ki-
osk in the narthex of the church.

Please pick up a new list if you have not already re-
ceived on via e-mail.

Thank you for your stewardship to all who so faith-
fully serve St. Bernard in these ministries.

ALL DAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2ND, AFTER THE
8:00 A.M.MASS UNTIL 8:00 P.M. Please sign up
for an hour or half hour at the table in the Nar-
thex. THERE WILL BE NO ADORATION ON
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26TH. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

St. Bernard Stewardship Forms — If you haven’t al-
ready filled out the Stewardship Covenant Form and
the Gift Inventory Survey, please take a moment to
do so. If you’re currently involved in a ministry/
ministries, please note it on the form to indicate that
you would like to continue. If you’re unable to com-
mit to a gift or ministry at this time, please fill out
the form simply listing your name and contact infor-
mation. The forms can be placed in the collection
basket, dropped off at the office, or mailed to the
church. “As each one has received a gift, use it to
serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied
grace.” — 1 Peter 4:10.




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 24 through December 30, 2018

LECTORS: Monday, Dec. 24 8:00pm  Julie Kleindl
Tuesday, Dec. 25 10:00 am. Lori Kasel
Saturday, Dec. 29 8:00 pm. Judy Glander
Sunday, Dec. 30 10:00 am. Riley Anderson
Monday, Dec. 31 6:45 am. Jake Kooiman
SERVERS: Monday, Dec. 24 8pm Kieran & Luke
Allison & Amy Wickenhauser
Tuesday, Dec. 25 10:00 am. Ben, Brandon & Zachery
Wickenhauser
Sat. Dec. 29 8:00pm Jim Monsen & Jared Templin
Sun., Dec. 30 10:00am. Jared Kleindl & Shawn Harris
Monday, Dec. 31 6:45 am. Max & Luke Arganbright
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: Monday, Dec. 24 8pm
Andy Kleindl—Cup Ministers: John Eiden & Bernie
Shambour
Tuesday, Dec. 25 10am. Mary Sue Thaemert—Cup
Ministers: Tom Kasel & Pam Kunkle
Saturday, Dec. 29 8pm. Andy Kleindl
Sunday, Dec. 30 10:00am. Vicki Arnst
Monday, Dec. 31 6:45pm. Irene Drees
USHERS Monday, Dec. 24-8pm Ralph Laumann &
Danny Hoen
Tuesday, Dec. 25 10am. Vern Elke & Bob Symanitz
Sat. Dec. 29 8pm Ralph Laumann & Andy Kleindl
Sunday, Dec. 30 10:00 am. Vern Elke & Brian Vos
Monday, Dec. 31 6:45pm. Ralph Laumann & Bob
Rademacher
GREETERS: Monday, Dec. 24-8pm Roger Storms
Tuesday, Dec. 25 10am. Eileen Fasching
Saturday, Dec. 29 8:00pm Doreen Walters
Sunday, Dec. 30  10:00am. Vern Elke
Monday, Dec. 31 6:45pm. Roger Storms
GIFT BEARERS: Sat., Sun., Mon. & Tues.Volunteers
MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec.22 8:00pm. fKenneth Tellers
Sunday Dec. 23 10:00am. People of the Parish
Monday Dec. 24 8:00pm. tAdrian Wickenhauser,
Leon & Marcy Wickenhauser
Tuesday Dec. 25 10:00am The People of the Parish

Wed. Dec. 26 8:00am. fEugene Quinn
Thursday Dec. 27 No Mass
Friday  Dec. 28 No Mass

Saturday Dec. 29 8:00pm. fHilbert Knauer
Sunday  Dec. 30 10:00am People of the Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday 8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m.

Stewardship of Treasure
Due to the early deadline of this bulletin the stewardship
of treasure will be reported in the next available bulletin.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Thank you!




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 24 through December 30

SERVERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Emma Dettmann, Hailey Stender
Sun. 8:00 am: Kennedy Pexa, Hailey Buckentin

READERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Jean Schmitz
Sun. 8:00 am: Dale Lemmer

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Bill Hart
Sun. 8:00 am: Rita Fahey

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND

December 30th 8:00 am
Team A: Steve Lemmer, Jim Louwagie
Team B: Paul & Corrine Prososky

USHERS FOR DECEMBER:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Don Whitaker, Leo Pouliot

SACRISTAN:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Ann Dettmann
Sun. 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle

GREETERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Sheila Hart
Sun. 8:00 am: Sue Schultz

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Mon. Dec.24  5:00 pm Father Paul Ardolf
Tues. Dec.25  8:00 am Carol Fahey t

Wed. Dec. 26 No Mass

Thurs. Dec. 27 No Mass

Fri. Dec.28 7:15am Merlin Dwire §

Sat. Dec.29 5:00 pm Veronica Braunwarth

Sun. Dec.30 8:00 am Katherina Najmajstr ¥

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday 5:35 pm and Saturday at 4:15 pm

Weekly Collection Report
Due to the early bulletin deadline there
will not be a collection report this week.
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