
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 

   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor ……………                 
……….. …………………..952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-856-1056 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday,  
               Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Laura Templin .....……....952-994-9159 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Brenda Buckley-Jones…. 952-239-9436 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Carol Hoen …………..…952-466-2456 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor…………… 
   …………………………952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
Sherry Witte……………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey. …………....952-467-6478 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                         

  St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

 THE HOLY FAMILY  –  DECEMBER 31, 2017 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Dec. 31,–Jan. 6, 2018 

12/31 The Holy Family: Gn  15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-
6,12-14*Ps 105:1-2,3-4,5-6,8-9 or Ps 128:1-2,3,4-
5*Heb 11:8,11-12,17-19 or Col 3:12-21*Lk   2:22-40. 
1/1/18 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God: 
Nm 6:22-27*Ps 67:2-3,5,6,8*Gal 4:4-7*Lk 2:16-21. 
1/2 Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen: 1 
Jn 2:22-28*Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4*Jn 1:19-28.  
1/3(The Most Holy Name of Jesus): 1 Jn 2:29-3:6*Ps 
98:1,3-4,5-6* Jn 1:29-34. 
1/4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: 1 Jn  3:7-10*Ps 98:1,7-
8,9*Jn 1:35-42. 
1/5  St. John Neumann:  1 Jn 3:11-21*Ps 100:1-
2,3,4,5*Jn 1:43-51.    
1/6(St. Andre` Bessette): 1 Jn 5:5-13*Ps 147:12-1314-
15,19-20*Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28. 
Copyright 2017 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc.  Used with permis-
sion. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Mon. Jan. 1st 9:00 am: Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God Mass at St. Bernard.  
Tues. Jan. 2nd 7:00 pm: STBAFF Committee 
Meeting at Ascension 
Wed. Jan. 3rd 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at 
St. Bernard 
Wed. Jan. 3rd: No Faith Formation 
Thurs. Jan. 4th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at 
Ascension 
Sun. Jan 7th 9:00 am: KC Donuts after Mass at 
Ascension 
Mon. Jan. 8th 7:00 pm: Joint Leadership Team 
meeting at Ascension 
Tues. Jan. 9th: Outreach Meal after 6:15 pm 
Mass at Ascension 
Wed. Jan. 10th: Faith Formation at Ascension 
Thurs. Jan. 11th 8:00 am to 8:00 pm: Adora-
tion at Ascension 
Fri, Jan. 12th 10:15 am: Mass at The Harbor 
Sat. Jan. 13th 8:00 am: Catholic Watchmen 
meeting at Ascension rectory 
Sat. 13th 8:30 am: Women’s Bible Fellowship 
at St. Bernard 
Sun. Jan. 14th 8:00 am-12:30 pm: KC Pancake 
Breakfast at Ascension 
Sun. Jan. 14th 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm: KC Bingo 
at Ascension 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The end of 2017 is upon us.  2018 is about to 
begin.  Endings & beginnings give us pause to 
take stock of our lives.  New Year’s resolutions 
witness to this.  Can I offer such a resolution 
for all of us at Ascension & St. Bernard?  
The 2018 resolution I invite us to make as parish-
es is to make worshipping at weekly Sunday Mass 
a priority in our lives, and for us who already do, 
to delve more deeply into it. Providentially, this 
resolution fits nicely with the current series of 
catechesis (teaching) that Pope Francis is giving 
at his weekly Wednesday General Audiences on 
the Eucharist.  Let’s listen to his 12/13/17 mes-
sage.            

                                     POPE FRANCIS 
GENERAL AUDIENCE 

Wednesday, 13 December 2017 
Dear Brothers and Sisters:  Our continuing cat-
echesis on the Eucharist today centers on the im-
portance of Sunday Mass.  As Christians, we cele-
brate the Eucharist in order to encounter the 
Lord, to hear his word, eat at his table and, by 
his grace to fulfill our mission in the world as 
members of his Mystical Body the Church.  As the 
day of the resurrection and the Pentecostal out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit, Sunday is the Christian 
holy day par excellence.  How could we pass this 
day without encountering the Lord?  Sadly, in 
many secularized societies, we have lost the 
sense of Sunday.  The Second Vatican Council 
asked us to celebrate the Lord’s Day as a day of 
joy and rest from servile work, precisely as a sign 
of our dignity as children of God.  Each Sunday is 
meant to be a foretaste of the eternal bliss and 
repose to which we are called and which we 
share, even now, in Holy Communion.  In the 
end, we go to Mass not to give something to 
God, but to receive from him the grace and 
strength to remain faithful to his word, to follow 
his commandments and, through his living pres-
ence within us, to be witnesses of his goodness 
and love before the world. 
 

We attend Sunday Mass not as slaves keeping 
their master’s commandment or as lowly servants 
bound by duty to check it off of our “to do list,” 
but in the words of Francis, “precisely as a sign of 
our dignity as children of God.” 
 

Do we realize our great dignity?   
 

Fr. Gregory 

With the Christmas Season still in the fore front of 
our minds let us remember that hunger is a year 
round concern for many in our community. People 
are very generous around the holidays, but the 
need is on going for the West Carver County food 
shelf.  
As you do your weekly grocery shopping pick up 
an extra item or two for the food shelf. Items need-
ed: Juice, canned meats, tuna, spam, soups, Jell-O, 
puddings, meal in one dinners, rice, noodles, 
crackers,   canned vegetables, canned fruits. toilet 
paper, paper towels, laundry soap, dish soap, hand 
soap, tooth paste, tooth brushes, Diapers (all sizes)  
Dental floss, and cash donations are all appreciat-
ed.  
Donations can be brought to the box in the Narthex 
at St. Bernard and the  entrance of the Church at 
Ascension.  



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay 
and you the potter; we are all the work of your 
hands.” As we begin the waiting of advent, let us 
strive to become the work of his hands by attending a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 
Weekends are Feb 9-11, 2018 in Buffalo, MN and 
May 4-6, 2018 in Buffalo, MN. For more infor-
mation, call Brent & Tracy Chessen at 612-756-8720 
or visit them at twincitieswwme.org. 

Annual Christmas Dinner/Dance 
The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities 
invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join us 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 for our annual Christmas 
dinner and dance. A social hour and dinner will 
begin at 5:30pm., dancing at 7:30pm. The cot for 
dinner and dancing is $25; dance only is $10. Dinner 
reservations for a delicious buffet meal at Gulden’s 
Restaurant in Maplewood are required by Wednes-
day, December 27th. No reservation is required for 
dance-only participants. For dinner reservation infor-
mation, please call Greg at (651) 636-3508 or Carl at 
(651) 603-1412. 

We're inviting someone in the Chaska area  
to join our team. Is it you?  

More than just a sales career.  Insurance profession-
als with Catholic United enjoy flexibility, paid train-
ing and employment benefits. Contact our Recruiter. 
Learn more about Catholic United Financial and 
what we have to offer!651-490-
0170dgephart@catholicunited.org    

Eucharistic Adoration  Wednes-
day, January 3rd after the 8am 

Mass until 8pm.  
Please sign up for an hour or half-
hour at the table in the Narthex. Sug-
gestion for a New Year's resolu-
tion:  Sign up for Adoration. "O 
Come Let Us Adore!" 

SAVE THE DATES IN 2018  
St. Bernard’s Annual Fish Fries 

 February 16th  and March 9th, 2018.  

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Mark your calendars:  January 14th – KC  
Pancake Breakfast at Ascension. 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Pan-
cake Breakfast at Ascension on January 14th to  
benefit the St. Bernard and Ascension Faith  
Formation program. Breakfast will be served 
from 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Thank you, Knights of  
Columbus, for all you do for our faith formation 
program!  

Gifts for the Baby Jesus for Birthright 
The Respect Life Group is currently collecting 
“Gifts for the Baby Jesus” to help mothers and 
babies in need. Items most needed include dia-
pers, sizes 3 & 4, and gently used winter clothing 
for infants-size 2.  Gifts may be placed by Mary’s 
altar and will be collected through Epiphany.  

Church of St. Theresa of Deephaven- 
2nd Annual Women’s Retreat 

You are invited to attend the second annual  
women’s retreat at the Church of St. Therese of 
Deephaven – “Full of Grace; Mary, The Model of 
Love,” with featured speakers Sister Elizabeth 
and Sister John Paul from the Franciscan Sisters 
of the Renewal, The Bronx, New York.  The re-
treat starts Friday, January 26, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 
and continues on Saturday morning at 7:30 a.m. 
through 3:15 p.m.  Early bird cost of the retreat is 
$50 prior to January 2, 2018.  Full cost of $60 ap-
plies if  
registering after January 2.  Registration forms 
may be found in the kiosk at St. Bernard or at the 
back of church at Ascension. Also find up-to-date 
retreat and registration information online at  
www.st-therese.org.  

Word of Life 
December 31st  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,  
and Joseph 

For families in times of illness:   
May they find strength and hope  
in the example of the Holy Family; 
We pray to the Lord:  

St. Bernard’s is in need of 2 Home Bound Eucha-
ristic Ministers. The time commitment is approxi-
mately 2 hours every other week. If you can help 
with this very important ministry, please call Barb 
Knorr at 952-466-2447. 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

January 1 through January 7, 2018 
 

LECTORS: Jan. 1-9am Laura Templin 
Saturday 8:00pm.   Greg Wickenhauser 
Sunday  10:00am.    Mary Sue Thaemert 

SERVERS: Jan. 1-9am Jared Templin &  
     Corin Schwartz 
Sat. 8:00pm. Ella Wickenhauser & Natalie Vargas 
Sunday 10:00am. Brenna Jones & Cecilia Jones                                            

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  
Jan. 1—9am  Sarah Foley 
Saturday  8:00 pm.    Irene Drees 
Sunday   10:00 am.   Meghan Stusynski 

USHERS: Jan. 1-9am Vern Elke &  
                    Bob Wickenhauser 
Sat.8:00 pm.    Ralph Laumann & Bob Rademacher 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke &  Bob Symanitz 

GREETERS: Jan. 1-9am Eileen Fasching 
Saturday 8:00pm   Roger Storms 
Sunday   10:00am. Vern Elke 

GIFT BEARERS:  Sat & Sun.  Volunteers  
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday   Dec. 30    8:00pm.  People of the Parish  
Sunday     Dec.  31  10:00am.  †Eugene &  
           Margaret Willems 
Monday   Jan.   1     9:00am   †Eugene, Margaret & 
       James Willems & Helen Schwartz 
Tuesday   Jan.  2                    No Mass   
Wed.        Jan.  3      8:00 am.  †Clarence Wirtz 
Thursday Jan.  4                     No Mass 
Friday      Jan.  5                 No Mass at St. Bernard 
Saturday  Jan.  6     8:00pm   †Rita Peters 
Sunday     Jan.  7    10:00am   People of the Parish 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Because of the Christmas Holiday 

The Stewardship of Treasure will be  
reported in next weeks bulletin. 
We appreciate your generosity ! 

 

Did you know you can have your contribu-
tions automatically deducted from your 
checking or savings account? For more infor-
mation call the parish office 952-466-2031 
ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December January 1 through January 7 
 
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Mitchell Lemmer, Isabella Miller 
Sun. 8:00 am: Hayden Molva, Rachel Holliday 
 
READERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Emma Dettmann 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Cheryl Coyle 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Bill Hart 
Sun. 8:00 am: Diane Weckman 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
January 7 8:00 am: 
 Team A:   Paul & Corrine Prososki 
 Team B:   Jim Louwagie, Steve Helget 
 
USHERS FOR JANUARY: 
Sat. 8:00 pm:   Volunteers 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Volunteers 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Ann Dettmann 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Brian Willems 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Sheila Hart 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Lisa Whitaker 
   
 
 
 MASS SCHEDULE                   INTENTIONS 
Monday    Jan. 1  8:00 am  No Mass 
Tues.         Jan. 2 6:15 pm   Cecilia Mead †  
Wed.         Jan. 3                  No Mass 
Thursday  Jan. 4                  No Mass 
Fri.            Jan. 5 7:15 am   Marie & Henry   
          Stoks†† 
Sat.            Jan. 6 5:00 pm    All Parishioners 

Weekly Collection Report  
Due to the Christmas Holiday the  

collection report will be in the next  
bulletin. 
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