
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 

   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor ……………                 
……….. …………………..952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-856-1056 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday,  
               Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Laura Templin .....……....952-994-9159 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Brenda Buckley-Jones…. 952-239-9436 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Helen Hilgers ………..…952-466-5567 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor…………… 
   …………………………952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
Sherry Witte……………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey. …………....952-467-6478 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                         

  St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  –  DECEMBER 3, 2017 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Dec. 3,–Dec. 9, 2017 

12/3 First Sunday of Advent:   Is 63:16b-17,19b;64:2
-7*Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19*1 Cor 1:3-9*Mk 13:33-37. 
12/4 (St. John Damascene): Is 2:1-5*Ps 122:1-2,3-4,4
-5,6-7,8-9*Mt 8:5-11. 
12/5: Is 11:1-10*Ps 72:1-2.7-8,12-13,17*Lk 10:21-24.  
12/6 (St. Nicholas): Is 25:6-10a*Ps 23:1-3,3-4,5,6* 
Mt 15:29-37. 
12/7 St. Ambrose: Is 26:1-6*Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-
27*Mt 7:21,24-27. 
12/8 The Immaculate Conception: Gn 3:9-15,20*Ps 
98:1,2-3,3-4*Eph 13-6,11-12*Lk 1:26-38.    
12/9 (St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin) : Is 30:19-
21,23-26*Ps 147:1-2,3-4,5-6*Mt 9:35—10:1,5a,6-8. 
Copyright 2017 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc.  Used with permis-
sion. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Sun. Dec. 3 9:00 am: KC donuts after Mass at Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 4 7pm: Joint Leadership Team meeting at Ascen-
sion 
Tues. Dec. 5 7:05 pm: STBAFF Committee mtg. at Ascen-
sion 
Wed. Dec. 6th 8:00 am to 8:00 pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 6th: Faith Formation at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Dec. 7th 8:00 am to 8:00 pm: Adoration at Ascen-
sion 
Thurs. Dec.7th 6:45 pm: Immaculate Conception Mass at St. 
Bernard 
Fri. Dec. 8th 10:15 am: Mass at The Harbor 
Fri. Dec. 8th 6:45 pm: Immaculate Conception Mass at As-
cension; No 7:15 am Mass 
Sat. Dec. 9th 8am: Catholic Watchmen at Ascension rectory 
Sun. Dec. 10th 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm: KC Bingo at Ascension 
Tues. Dec. 12th 5:15 pm-6:15 pm: Silent Holy Hour for Fr. 
Paul Ardolf 
Tues. Dec. 12th 6:15 pm Mass: Mass Intention will be for 
Fr. Paul Ardolf 
Wed. Dec. 13th: Faith Formation at St. Bernard 
Thurs. Dec. 14th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Thurs. Dec. 14th 6:30 pm: Respect Life Group meeting at 
Ascension- (new & old members always welcome) 

December 23/24th Masses for 4th Sunday of Advent :    
Saturday, December 23rd 5pm Mass at Ascension--NO 
8PM MASS AT ST. BERNARD 
Sunday, December 24th 10am Mass at St. Bernard--NO 
8AM MASS AT ASCENSION 
Our Sunday obligation is to attend Mass either Saturday 
evening on 12/23 or Sunday morning on 12/24.  Sunday 
evening Mass (Christmas Eve) fulfills our Christmas obli-
gation. 
December 24/25th Masses for Christmas: 
Sun. Dec. 24th 5pm at Ascension & 8pm at St. Bernard 
Mon. Dec. 25th 8am at Ascension & 10am at St. Bernard 

FAITH FORMATION SNAPSHOTS 
 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O 
LORD, my rock and my redeemer.”  Psalm 19:14   
 

Communication is so important among people of all 
ages and all organizations/programs.  Last year our 
faith formation program started using a system 
called “Flocknotes” for our main means of communi-
cating.  Flocknotes is a text message and email tool 
that allows us to share class photos or communi-
cate short and long messages to families that are 
specific to our program. At the beginning of our faith 
formation year each catechist is granted access to 
their class lists to communicate to parents.  Listed 
below is a Flocknote send by Tamara Lemmer and 
Doris Mielke, our Level I Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd catechists.  God bless all of our wonder-
ful catechists who are invested in sharing their faith 
with our youth!!          
    Kara Wickenhauser 
 

Jesus Loves the Wiggly Children 
 

In our Atrium we have a beautiful little model altar 
set complete with altar cloth, paten, chalice, crucifix, 
candles, tabernacle, ciborium, and sanctuary lamp. 
The children enjoy setting up the altar table and 
opening the tabernacle with a special key. 
 

Wanting to make the connection to the Church, to-
night we brought them over there to show them the 
actual items and how beautiful and special they are 
& most importantly, how Jesus is really and truly 
Present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
 

I wish I could say the children were captivated but 
quite truthfully, they were very distracted by many 
things...such as a bee flying by, the bells that the 
altar servers ring, their good buddy sitting next to 
them. Oh, and the pumpkins in front of the altar. At 
one point one little girl leaned over and whispered 
to me, "Those pumpkins are so pretty!"  
 

It occurred to me, in my largely unsuccessful efforts 
to get the children to sit still and focus, that this is 
probably what many of you parents with small chil-
dren go through when you try to bring your children 
to Mass. 
 

As a mom of older kids, my heartfelt plea is to 
please bring your children to Mass. As challenging 
as it may be with the fidgeting and squirminess, 
every moment is laying a foundation for a deep and 
meaningful relationship with God. They are soaking 
in more than you realize. God loves them, wiggles 
and all!  
 

In the love of the Good Shepherd, 
Tamara & Doris 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES 2017 
Guardian Angels, Chaska – Sunday, Dec 3, 6:30 pm 
St. Mark, Shakopee - (Saints Joachim & Anne Confessti-
val), Saturday, Dec 9, 9:00 am -5:00 pm 
St. Mary's, Waverly – Monday, Dec 11, at 7:00 pm 
Our Lady of the Lake, Mound – Wednesday, Dec 13 at 
6:30 pm 
St. Hubert, Chanhassen -  Tuesday, Dec 12, 7:00 pm 
St. Victoria, Victoria - Tuesday, Dec 5, at 6:00 pm, 
(Individual confessions: Dec 22, 6pm, Dec 23, 6:00 pm) 
St. John’s, Excelsior - Thursday, Dec 14, 6:00 pm 
St. Joseph, Waconia - Sunday, Dec 17 at 4:30 pm 
Ascension, Norwood – Tuesday, Dec 19 at 5:00 – 6:00 
pm & 6:45 – 8:00 pm 
St. Bernard, Cologne - Wednesday, Dec 20 at 5:00 – 6:00 
pm & 7:00 – 8:00 pm 
St. Nicholas, Carver – Friday, Dec 22, from 5:00 – 6:00 
pm, (Mass 6:00 - 6:30 pm), and continuing 6:30 – 9pm 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

St. Bernard/Ascension Faith Formation Sponsor-
ship Program – We are seeking sponsorships to help 
meet our budgets and continue to strengthen the pro-
gram. There are a couple ways you can help: a dona-
tion toward the weekly fellowship meal, or a scholar-
ship for those who need help paying the tuition.  Spon-
sorship forms can be found in the kiosk at St. Bernard, 
and in the back of church at Ascension.  Sponsors will 
receive a tax deduction statement.  Businesses/
organizations will also be promoted through flyers at 
our meal, in the bulletin and in our faith formation 
newsletters.  Any and all help is appreciated!  Please 
contact Julie Clemensen with any questions at (612) 
419-0505 or jclemensen@hotmail.com. Thank you for 
giving prayerful consideration to contributing to this 
important ministry! 

Thank you to all the parishioners who made craft 
items, baked and participated in the Ladies Guild Holi-
day Luncheon and Bazaar on Saturday November 
18th.  Special thank you to the great crew of workers on 
Friday night that helped make the hot dishes, and Satur-
days crew for serving and cleaning up.  We couldn't of 
done it with out you!  Congratulations to our quilt win-
ner:  Sandy Bengston! 

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday,  
December 6th at 8:30 a.m. Mass until 8:00 p.m.   

Please sign up for an hour or half-hour on the sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex.  ".... Prepare the way of the Lord......" 
Lk 3:4 

Mass of Solidarity: Share the Journey – a flyer will be 
available soon on the event page. Sat., Dec.9, 5 p.m., Ba-
silica of Saint Mary, Minneapolis. Archbishop Hebda 
and Bishop Cozzens invite all Catholics to join our mi-
grant and refugee brothers and sisters from around the 
world. This Mass is part of the 2-year “Share the Jour-
ney” campaign, launched by Pope Francis on Sept. 27, 
2017, to support those who have left, or have been dis-
placed from, their home countries. This Archdiocese is 
home to more than 800,000 Catholics celebrating Mass 
regularly in 11 different languages.   

Help Wanted:   
The Stations of the Cross in St. Bernard Church need to 
be dusted and gently cleaned. 
They have not been cleaned for several years and the 
stained glass window project added additional dust. 
Rolling scaffold, step ladder and vacuum provided. This 
would be a great service project for college students/
young adults, 
Contact Roger Storms at 612-618-8365 mobile or email 
rstorms55318@aol.com. 

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Mass times for celebrating the Feast Day of the 
 Immaculate Conception: 
•Thursday, December 7th at 6:45 p.m. at St. Bernard. 
Please note there will not be an 8 a.m. Mass that morning.  
•Friday, December 8th at 6:45 p.m. at Ascension. Please 
note there will not be a 7:15 a.m. Mass that morning.  

Christmas Flower Donations:   
Donations for Christmas Flowers can be made in memory/
honor of a loved one.  Please place donation in your 
“Christmas Flowers” envelope or in a plain envelope 
marked “Christmas Flowers” with a note of who the dona-
tion is being made in memory/honor of and place in col-
lection basket at Mass.  

Special collection for Retirement Fund for Religious. 
Giving to those who have given their lives.  

On December 9th & 10th, there will be a special 2nd collec-
tion for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Writes one 
religious sister: “Thanks to support from the Retirement 
Fund for Religious, we are now in a much better position 
to care for our elders.” Your donation helps her religious 
community and hundreds of others provide for aging 
members and plan for long-term needs. Please give as you 
are able.  

Holy Hour and Mass for Fr. Paul Ardolf 
The Mass Intention for the 6:15 p.m. Tuesday evening 
Mass on December 12, 2017 at Ascension will be for the 
repose of the soul of our former pastor, Fr. Paul Ardolf, 
who passed away 2 years ago. Prior to the Mass, all are 
invited to a silent Holy Hour for Fr. Ardolf that will be 
from 5:15 p.m.-6:15 p.m.  

Knights of Columbus Poster Contest –  
“Keep Christ in Christmas.” 

The KC's would like to invite the Ascension/St Ber-
nard's children to take part in the KC's "Keep Christ in 
Christmas" poster contest for all girls and boys ages 5 
through 14 years old. By engaging the creativity and 
imaginations of our young people, we hope they will 
come to a deeper understanding of the true spiritual 
meaning of Christmas, and that by their artwork, others 
will remember Christ is Christmas. The contest will be 
conducted locally with winning entries advancing to the 
district/region. Then, if they are chosen, to move on to 
the state, national, and international levels. Posters 
MUST be submitted by Wednesday, December 13, 
2017. Entry forms will be available at Ascension and St. 
Bernard's churches and also at faith formation classes. 
The winning entry from Ascension/St. Bernard's in each 
age group will receive $25. All participates will also re-
ceive ONE coupon for a FREE card at BINGO to be 
used on January 14th OR February 11th. If you have any 
questions, please contact Grand Knight Donald Whitaker 
at dw1394@yahoo.com 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

December 4 through December 10, 2017 

LECTORS: Dec. 7 @6:45pm  Judy Glander 
Saturday  8:00pm.   Julie Kleindl 
Sunday  10:00am.    Patricia Quinn 

SERVERS: Dec. 7 @ 6:45pm  Natalie Vargas & 
                   Amy Wickenhauser 
Saturday. 8:00pm. Kieran Aillson & Jim Monsen 
Sunday 10:00am.Max Arganbright & Jared Kleindl 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  
Thursday Dec. 7 @ 6:45pm Meghan Stusynski 
Saturday  8:00 pm   Mary Meuwissen 
Sunday  10:00am     Judy Glander 

USHERS: Dec. 7th @ 6:45pm—Volunteers 
Saturday 8pm Ralph Laumann &  Bob Rademacher 
Sunday 10:00am Vern Elke & Bob Wickenhauser 

GREETERS: Dec. 7th @ 6:45pm.  Volunteer 
Saturday  8:00pm.       Marcy Wickenhauser 
Sunday  10:00am.     Vern Elke 

GIFT BEARERS:  Sat. & Sun.  Volunteers  
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday   Dec.  2   8:00am People of the Parish 
Sunday     Dec.  3  10:00am †Alex, Clara, Ron & 
                             Don Storms & Judy Pijahn 
Monday   Dec.  4 8:00am †Paul & Elizabeth Greins 
Tuesday   Dec.  5                  No Mass   
Wed.        Dec. 6  8:00 am. †Clarence Wirtz 
Thursday Dec. 7                  No Mass 
Friday      Dec.  8             No Mass at St. Bernard 
Saturday  Dec.  9    8:00pm  †Adrian Wickenhauser  

Sunday     Dec. 10 10:00am People of the Parish  
 

                Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,550.25 
Contributions 11-15-17 through 11-21-17        4,157.65 
Contributions 11-22-17 through 11-28-17        2,422.50 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             79,855.47  
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget                 8,031.47 
Forward in Faith  Envelope Income                      799.00 
Electronic Donations                                                907.50  
Forward in Faith Total                                       1,706.50                       
Forward in Faith YTD                                     56,825.50  
Campaign For  Human Development                  318.39 
 

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings 
account? For more information call the parish office 
952-466-2031 ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-
cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 4 through December 10 
 

SERVERS: 
Fri. Dec. 8 6:45 pm: Kennedy Pexa, Mitchell Lemmer 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Mitchell Lemmer, Emma Dettmann 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Haley Buckentin, Rachel Holliday 
 

READERS: 
Fri. Dec. 8 6:45 pm: Rita Fahey 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Jean Schmitz 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Jan Pouliot 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Fri. Dec. 8 6:45 pm:  Lucy Kostecka 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Pat  Johnson, Cathleen Williams,  Bill  
Hart 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Amy Gallus, Kathy Kloempken, Pat 
Clark 
 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
December 10 8:00 am: 
 Team A:   Michael & Anita Harrison 
 Team B:   Tim & Rita Fahey 
 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER: 
Sat. 8:00 pm:   Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Don Whitaker, Volunteer 
 

SACRISTAN: 
Fri. Dec. 8 6:45 pm: Tamara Lemmer 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Sherry Witte 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Brian Willems 
 

GREETERS: 
Fri. Dec. 8 6:45 pm: Pat Johnson 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Sheila Hart 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Marlene Robinson 
   
 MASS SCHEDULE                   INTENTIONS 
Monday    Dec. 4                   No Mass 
Tues.         Dec. 5 6:15 pm    Jeffrey Jasin †  
Wed.          Dec. 6                  No Mass 
Thursday  Dec. 7                   No Mass 
Fri.            Dec. 8 6:15 pm     Natalie Finn †  
Sat.            Dec. 9 5:00 pm     Richard Ngga A A’u †  
Sun.          Dec. 10 8:00 am    Norman Puetz † 

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  11/26/2017 

Weekly Operating Budget:               $3,264.43 
Contributions:                        $2,829.50 
E-Giving:                                             $578.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                         $71,817.46 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $67,006.08 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD  ($4,811.38) 
Capital Improvement Offering:        $160.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:       $70.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:               $3,940.00 
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