
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 

   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor ……………                 
……….. …………………..952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-856-1051 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-856-1056 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday,  
               Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Laura Templin .....……....952-994-9159 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Brenda Buckley-Jones…. 952-239-9436 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Helen Hilgers ………..…952-466-5567 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor…………… 
   …………………………952-856-1050 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
Sherry Witte……………..952-777-0110 
  E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey. …………....952-467-6478 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Tamara Lemmer….....…612-759-0555 
    E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                         

  St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  –  DECEMBER 24, 2017 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Dec. 24,–Dec. 30, 2017 

12/24 Fourth Sunday of Advent:   2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-
12,14a,16*Ps 89:2-3,4-5,27,29*Rom 16:25-27*Lk   
1:26-38. 
12/25 The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas): Is 9:1
-6*Ps 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13*Ti 2:11-14*Lk 2:1-14. 
12/26 St. Stephen: Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59*Ps 31:3-
4,6,8,16-17*Mt 10:17-22.  
12/27 St. John: 1 Jn 1:1-4*Ps 97:1-2,5-6,11-12* Jn 
20:1a,2-8. 
12/28 The Holy Innocents: 1 Jn  1:5—2:2*Ps 124:2
-3,4-5,7-8*Mt 2:13-18. 
12/29 (St. Thomas Becket):  1 Jn 2:3-11*Ps 96:1-
2,2-3,5-6*Lk 2:22-35.    
12/30: 1 Jn 2:12-17*Ps 96:7-8a,8b-9,10*Lk 2:36-40. 
Copyright 2017 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc.  Used with permis-
sion. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Sat. Dec. 23rd 5:00 pm: Mass at Ascension. No 8:00 
pm Mass at St. Bernard 
Sun. Dec. 24th 10:00 am: Mass at St. Bernard. No 
8:00 am Mass at Ascension 
Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00pm: Christmas Eve Mass at As-
cension 
Sun. Dec. 24th 8:00pm: Christmas Eve Mass at St. 
Bernard 
Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00am: Christmas Day Mass at As-
cension 
Mon. Dec. 25th 10:00am: Christmas Day Mass at St. 
Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 27th: Treats after 8am Mass at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 27th: Moving of the Atriums to Ascension 
Thurs. Dec. 28th 8:00am to 8:00pm: Adoration at 
Ascension  
Mon. Jan. 1st 9:00 am: Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God Mass at St. Bernard. (No Mass at Ascension) 
Tues. Jan. 2nd 7:00 pm: STBAFF Committee Meet-
ing at Ascension 
Wed. Jan. 3rd 8am-8pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Wed. Jan. 3rd: No Faith Formation 
Thurs. Jan. 4th 8am-8pm: Adoration at Ascension 
Sun. Jan 7th 9:00am: KC Donuts after Mass at As-
cension 

December 23/24th Masses for 4th Sunday of Advent :    
Saturday, December 23rd 5pm Mass at Ascension--NO 
8PM MASS AT ST. BERNARD 
Sunday, December 24th 10am Mass at St. Bernard--NO 
8AM MASS AT ASCENSION 
Our Sunday obligation is to attend Mass either Saturday 
evening on 12/23 or Sunday morning on 12/24.  Sunday 
evening Mass (Christmas Eve) fulfills our Christmas 
obligation. 
December 24/25th Masses for Christmas: 
Sunday, December 24th 5pm at Ascension & 8pm at St. 
Bernard 
Monday, December 25th 8am at Ascension & 10am at 
St. Bernard 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

EMMANUEL 
 
Does God know?  Does God care?   
 

There’s talk of downsizing at my work.  I am concerned about 
job security.  Does God know? Does God care? 
 

This has been a difficult time of year for me ever since I lost 
my spouse.  Does God know?  Does God care? 
 

It’s been years since my sister has talked with me.  Does God 
know? Does God care? 
 

Terrorist seems to be everywhere.  Does God know? Does God 
care? 
 

I’m getting older and slower and my memory is slipping.  To 
be honest, this is frightening.  Does God know? Does God 
care? 
 

My husband and I aren’t getting along.  Does God know? 
Does God care? 
 

EMMANUEL—GOD WITH US. 
 
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel, which means “’God is with us.’" 
Matthew 1:23 
 

CHRISTMAS assures us that GOD DOES KNOW AND 
DOES CARE.  
 

God stooped low to take on human flesh in Jesus 
Christ and became one of us to assure us that He 
knows and cares about our difficulties.  Isaiah 
prophesied about Jesus: Yet it was our pain that he 
bore, our sufferings he endured (Isaiah 53:4).  Our faith 
gives us the assurance that in Jesus God is with us in 
the most intimate way.  He was born poor in a stable 
with hay for a mattress; in His ministry He had no-
where to lay His head; He died in agony, naked on a 
cross…..AND He rose to a new life to which He in-
vites us.  We are NOT ALONE.  HE IS EMMANU-
EL—GOD WITH US.  At every Mass we can unite 
our joys & sufferings with Jesus’ joys & sufferings.  
And when we do, we experience in a small way the 
resurrection and we live more deeply the reality of 
EMMANUEL—GOD WITH US.  And with God 
with us, we can love others more. 
 
Rejoice, God is with us! 
 
Wishing you and your family a blessed Christmas 
Season, 
 
Fr. Gregory  

Moving Day 
The faith formation program will be moving from St. 
Bernard’s to The Church of the Ascension in NYA 
on Wednesday, December 27, 2017. We will be 
moving items from noon to 2:00 pm and again from 
5pm to 7pm. Your help would be appreciated. Con-
firmation students can receive service hours. Level 2 
Atrium children and up are encouraged to help. If 
you have a vehicle or truck that can help transport 
shelving, your help would be appreciated. 



 Church of St. Bernard                       Cologne, MN               

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and 
you the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” As we 
begin the waiting of advent, let us strive to become the 
work of his hands by attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Feb 9-11, 
2018 in Buffalo, MN and May 4-6, 2018 in Buffalo, MN. 
For more information, call Brent & Tracy Chessen at 612-
756-8720 or visit them at twincitieswwme.org. 

New Schedules available on the Kiosk: 
A new Eucharistic Ministers List has been published 
Also a new Lectors List and a new Altar Servers List has 
been published. Some of you may have received lists via 
e-mail. If not please pick up a printed copy on the Kiosk 
today.  
Thank you to all for your service to St. Bernard ! 

St. Bernard’s is in need of 2 Home Bound Eucharistic 
Ministers. The time commitment is approximately 2 hours 
every other week. If you can help with this very important 
ministry, please call Barb Knorr at 952-466-2447. 

Dusting of the Stations of the Cross is scheduled for De-
cember 28, starting at 6 PM. 
Ability to climb on scaffolding or ladder is needed. All 
cleaning supplies provided. 
For additional information call or text Roger Storms at 
612-618-8365. 

Eucharistic Adoration  Wednes-
day, January 3rd after the 8am 

Mass until 8pm.  
Please sign up for an hour or half-
hour at the table in the Narthex. Sug-
gestion for a New Year's resolu-
tion:  Sign up for Adoration. "O 
Come Let Us Adore!" 

We're inviting someone in the Chaska area  
to join our team. Is it you?  

More than just a sales career.  Insurance professionals 
with Catholic United enjoy flexibility, paid training and 
employment benefits. Contact our Recruiter. Learn more 
about Catholic United Financial and what we have to of-
fer!651-490-0170dgephart@catholicunited.org    

SAVE THE DATES IN 2018  
St. Bernard’s Annual Fish Fries 

 February 16th  and March 9th, 2018.  

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Mark your calendars:  January 14th  
 KC Pancake Breakfast at Ascension. 

The Ascension Knights of Columbus held a Pancake 
Breakfast at St. Bernard’s on October 15th as a way 
to help support our STBAFF program. They plan to 
also hold a breakfast at Ascension on January 14th. 
The  
delicious breakfast featured a tasty breakfast sau-
sage, and the KC’s donated the leftover sausage to 
the STBAFF weekly fellowship meal.  We paired the 
sausage with French toast sticks, and that was the 
night we received the most compliments ever about 
the aroma in the school!  The KC’s recently present-
ed Fr. Gregory and the STBAFF program a check for 
$420, which  represents profits from the breakfast.  
Thank you, Knights of Columbus! 

Knights of Columbus Raffle Winner  
for Snow Blower 

The Ascension/St Bernard Knights of Columbus 
recently held a raffle for a snow blower. The win-
ner of the raffle was Beverly Barry. Thanks to eve-
ryone for your support. Ascension/St Bernard 
Grand Knight, Donald Whitaker 

Baby Jesus for Birthright 
The Respect Life Group will be collecting “Gifts for 
the Baby Jesus” to help mothers and babies in need. 
Items most needed and appreciated include diapers 
(sizes 3 & 4) and gently used winter clothing for 
infants-size 2.  Gifts may be placed by Mary’s altar 
and will be collected through  Epiphany.  

St. Bernard/Ascension Faith Formation  
Sponsorship Program Update  

So far we’ve received $3,470 toward meal sponsor-
ship and $220 toward tuition sponsorship!  Our goal 
is to raise $4,000 in meal sponsorship and $1,210 in 
tuition sponsorships so we’re almost there!  If you’d 
like to help, please pick up a form in the kiosk at St. 
Bernard’s or in the back of church at  Ascension. 
Any and all donations are very much appreciated!  

Knights of Columbus receive STAR award. 
The Ascension/St Bernard Knights of Columbus  
recently received the STAR counsel award. The 
STAR award is for supporting the local communi-
ty, support of church activities, youth group in-
volvement, and new membership quota. The 
Knights would like to thank the community for 
their support. Grand Knight, Donald Whitaker 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 

December 25 through December 31, 2017 
 

LECTORS: 
Saturday 8:00pm.   Roger Storms 
Sunday  10:00am.    Patricia Quinn 

SERVERS:  
Saturday  8:00pm. Natalie Vargas &  
    Amy Wickenhauser 
Sunday 10:00am. Brandon &  
            Zachery Wickenhauser                                                

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  
Saturday 8:00 pm.    Andy Kleindl 
Sunday   10:00 am.   Mary Sue Thaemert 

USHERS:  
Saturday 8pm. Ralph Laumann & Bob Rademacher 
Sunday   10:00 am. Vern Elke &  Leo Willems 

GREETERS:  
Saturday  8:00pm   Marcy Wickenhauser 
Sunday   10:00am.  Eileen Fasching 

GIFT BEARERS:  Sat & Sun.  Volunteers  
 

MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Sunday     Dec. 24   10:00am.  People of the Parish  
Sunday     Dec. 24    8:00pm.  †Phillip Shambour 
Monday   Dec.  25    8am     People of the Parish 
Tuesday   Dec.  26                    No Mass   
Wed.        Dec.  27  8:00 am.   †Hilbert Knauer 
Thursday Dec. 28                     No Mass 
Friday      Dec. 29                 No Mass at St. Bernard 
Saturday  Dec. 30    10am    People of the Parish 
Sunday     Dec. 31      8pm   †Eugene &  
                     Margaret Willems 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,550.25 
Contributions 12-13-17 through 12-19-17        3,867.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             91,199.97  
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget                 9,353.57 
Forward in Faith  Envelope Income                      468.00 
Electronic Donations                                                907.50  
Forward in Faith Total                                       1,375.50                       
Forward in Faith YTD                                     61,205.76  
 

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings 
account? For more information call the parish office 
952-466-2031 ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-
cologne.org  



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 25 through December 31 
 

SERVERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Mitchell Lemmer, Emma Dettmann 
Sun. 8:00 am: Ben Gallus, Hayden Molva 
 
READERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Ann Schwichtenberg 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Rita Fahey 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Steve Helget 
Sun. 8:00 am: Joan Rosckes 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
December 31st 8:00 am: 
 Team A:   Jim Louwagie, Steve Lemmer 
 Team B:   Rich & Sue Tellers 
 
USHERS FOR DECEMBER: 
Sat. 8:00 pm:   Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Don Whitaker, Volunteer 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Sherry Witte 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Cheryl Coyle 
 
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Volunteer 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Steve Coyle 
   
 
 MASS SCHEDULE                   INTENTIONS 
Monday    Dec. 25  8:00 am  Willis “Babe” & Marie  
         Neutgens†† 
Tues.         Dec. 26 6:15 pm    Todd Coyle †  
Wed.          Dec. 27                  No Mass 
Thursday  Dec. 28                  No Mass 
Fri.            Dec. 29 7:15 am    Edward Witte †  
Sat.            Dec. 30 5:00 pm    Veronica Braunwarth † 
Sun.           Dec. 31 8:00 am    All Parishioners 

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  12/17/2017 

Weekly Operating Budget:                 $3,264.43 
Contributions:                         $3,650.00 
E-Giving:                                              $303.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                          $81,610.75 
Actual Collection YTD:                       $79,418.54 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD    ($2,192.21) 
Capital Improvement Offering:           $1,535.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:         $5.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                 $5,790.00 
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