323 Reform St. North
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor...............
.............................. 952-856-1050
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWWw.ascensionnya.org

Business Administrator

Sherry Witte................. 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,

Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees

Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Parish Council Chairperson

Brian Willems .............952-467-9654
Communion for Homebound

Rita Fahey. ................ 952-467-6478
Prayer Chain

Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183

Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-759-0555
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as soon
as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm.
Sat.4:15-4:45pm.

St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am.
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.
Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com
Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org
DRE for 6th—10th Grades
Julie Kleindl............... 952-807-3522
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser...... 952-466-4719

SCRIPTURE READINGS
For the week of Dec. 17,-Dec. 24, 2017

12/17 Third Sunday of Advent: Is 61:1-2a,10-
11*Lk 1:46-48,49-50,53-54*1 Thes 5:16-24*Jn 1:6
-8,19-28.
12/18: Jer 23:5-8*Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19*Mt 1:18-
25.
12/19: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a*Ps 71:3-4,5-6,16-17*Lk
1:5-25.
12/20: Is 7:10-14*Ps 24:1-2,3-4,5-6* Lk 1:26-38.
12/21 (St. Peter Canisius): Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-
18a*Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21*Lk 1:39-45.
12/22: 1 Sm 1:24-28*1 Sm 2:1,4-5,6-7,8*Lk 1:46-
56.
12/23 (St. John of Kanty): Mal 3:1-4,23-24%Ps
25:4-5,8-9,10,14*Lk 1:57-66.
Copyright 2017 by Creative Communications for
the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc. Used with
permission.
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.................................. 952-856-1050
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Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
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Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
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School Building ......... 952-856-1056
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Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm.
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Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann .......... 952-466-3331
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Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304
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Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 17, 2017



“Do I have to go to Mass every Sunday?”

Last week we saw that Richard Dawson’s survey says
lots don’t go the Mass every Sunday. What do you no-
tice as being some of the reasons? Here’s some possibil-
ities:

e “We’re running around all week and when Sunday
comes we just want one day to rest!”

e “The kids have a hard time sitting through the whole
Mass.”

e “None of our friends go—why should we have to
g0?7” (A Youth’s response).

e “We disagree with the Church about certain things.”

e  “When the kids come along then we’ll start going to
Mass because we think it is important for them to
have church in their life.”

e “I find God more in nature.”

e “I didn’t find people very friendly. Although I was
new no one reached out to me.”

e “Those who go to Church are hypocrites—they
don’t practice what they preach.”

e “The sexual abuse stuff—that got me so angry I just
stopped going.”

e “Growing up we went but not consistently, so I nev-
er got into the habit of regularly attending.”

e “I’m afraid my little one will start crying and every-
one will look at us.”

e  “Who says we need to go to Mass every Sunday?”

e “I don’t get much out of it....truthfully; I just don’t
understand the Mass.”

e “It’s tough; the kids have so many sports tourna-
ments on the weekends.”

e “We started going to a mnon-denominational
church—the preaching & music were better and
they’re so welcoming.”

e “I don’t know....we just got into the habit of not
going.”

e “My husband doesn’t come and now that the chil-
dren are getting older they are starting to ask why
they need to go if dad doesn’t go.”

Why don’t people come to Sunday Mass?--you may be
able to come up with your own list. With so many po-
tential reasons not to come and with so small percentage
coming, it can lead people to ask: “Do I have to go to
Mass every Sunday?”

Christmas is in 1 week. We have a God who becomes a
baby for us. How crazy is that!? How much do you think

He loves us?

Fr. Gregory

B i CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
= ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Sun. Dec. 17th 9:00 am: Decorating Committee and
KCs decorating church at Ascension

Wed. Dec. 20th 6:30 pm-8:00 pm: Catechist Appre-
ciation Party at St. Bernard's

Wed. Dec. 20th 6:45 pm: Ascension Choir practice
Thurs. Dec. 21st 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at As-
cension

Sat. Dec. 23rd 5:00 pm: Mass at Ascension. No 8:00
pm Mass at St. Bernard

Sun. Dec. 24th 10:00 am: Mass at St. Bernard. No
8:00 am Mass at Ascension

Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00 pm: Christmas Eve Mass at As-
cension

Sun. Dec. 24th 8:00 pm: Christmas Eve Mass at St.
Bernard

Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Christmas Day Mass at As-
cension

Mon. Dec. 25th 10:00 am: Christmas Day Mass at St.
Bernard

Wed. Dec. 27th: Treats after 8:00 am Mass at St. Ber-
nard

Wed. Dec. 27th: Moving of the Atriums to Ascension
Thurs. Dec. 28th 8:00 am to 8:00 pm: Adoration at
Ascension

Mon. Jan. 1st 9:00 am: Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God Mass at St. Bernard. (No Mass at Ascension)

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES 2017
St. Victoria, Victoria - (Individual confessions: Dec 22,
6pm, Dec 23, 6:00 pm)

St. Joseph, Waconia - Sunday, Dec 17 at 4:30 pm
Ascension, Norwood — Tuesday, Dec 19 at 5:00 — 6:00
pm & 6:45 — 8:00 pm

St. Bernard, Cologne - Wednesday, Dec 20 at 5:00 — 6:00
pm & 7:00 — 8:00 pm

St. Nicholas, Carver — Friday, Dec 22, from 5:00 — 6:00
pm, (Mass 6:00 - 6:30 pm), and continuing 6:30 — 9pm

December 23/24th Masses for 4th Sunday of Advent :
Saturday, December 23rd Spm Mass at Ascension--NO
8PM MASS AT ST. BERNARD

Sunday, December 24th 10am Mass at St. Bernard--NO
8AM MASS AT ASCENSION

Our Sunday obligation is to attend Mass either Saturday
evening on 12/23 or Sunday morning on 12/24. Sunday
evening Mass (Christmas Eve) fulfills our Christmas obli-
gation.

December 24/25th Masses for Christmas:

Sunday, December 24th 5pm at Ascension & 8pm at St.
Bernard

Monday, December 25th 8am at Ascension & 10am at St.
Bernard



Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Mark your calendars: January 14™ — KC Pancake
Breakfast at Ascension.

The Ascension Knights of Columbus held a Pancake
Breakfast at St. Bernard’s on October 15" as way to
help support our STBAFF program. They plan to also
hold a breakfast at Ascension on January 14™. The
delicious breakfast featured a tasty breakfast sausage,
and the KC’s donated the leftover sausage to the
STBAFF weekly fellowship meal. We paired the sau-
sage with French toast sticks, and that was the night we
received the most compliments ever about the aroma in
the school! The KC’s recently presented Fr. Gregory
and the STBAFF program a check for $420, which
represents profits from the breakfast. Thank you,
Knights of Columbus!

Church of St. Theresa of Deephaven-2"" Annual
Women’s Retreat

You are invited to attend the second annual women’s
retreat at the Church of St. Therese of Deephaven —
“Full of Grace; Mary, The Model of Love,” with fea-
tured speakers Sister Elizabeth and Sister John Paul
from the Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal, The Bronx,
New York. The retreat starts Friday, January 26, 2018
at 5:30 p.m. and continues on Saturday morning at 7:30
a.m. through 3:15 p.m. Early bird cost of the retreat is
$50 prior to January 2, 2018. Full cost of $60 applies
if registering after January 2. Registration forms may
be found in the kiosk at St. Bernard or at the back of
church at Ascension. Also find up to date retreat and
registration information online at www.st-therese.org.

Gifts for the Baby Jesus for Birthright
Birthright in Hutchinson assists mothers in difficult
times and circumstances in their often unexpected preg-
nancies. The Respect Life Group will be collecting
“Gifts for the Baby Jesus” throughout the season of Ad-
vent, and these gifts will go directly to Birthright to
help these mothers and babies in need. Items most
needed and appreciated include diapers, wipes, and
winter clothing for infants-size 3. Gifts may be placed
by Mary’s altar.

Special collection for
Retirement Fund for Religious.

“Your generous contribution helps us to care for our
retired sisters and enables our younger sisters to
continue in active ministry,” writes a religious sister.
Your gift to today’s collection for the Retirement Fund
for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care,
and more for thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests. It also helps ensure younger
members can continue the good works of their elders.
Thank you for your generosity to this collection.

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Welcome, Colby Walter King !
We warmly welcome the newest member of
St. Bernard Church,
Colby Walter King, who was
Baptized into Christ on December 10, 2017.
Please offer a prayer for Colby and his family.

Today—Sunday, December 17th.
The Church will be decorated for Christmas after the
10am Mass. Help is needed to make our Church a fes-
tive place for the Birth of the Christ Child.
Many hands make light the work.

Adult Choir: The Adult Choir will practice on Tues-
day, December 19th at 7:00pm. The choir is practicing
for Christmas.

Christmas Hymns will be sung before the 8:0pm
Christmas Eve Mass.

Mitten Tree: We had a wonderful response with donat-
ed items for the South West Carver County Food Shelf
this year. We collected: 4 Fleece Throws or Blankets; 2
pairs Snow Pants; 8 pr. Bootie Slippers and Slippers; 3
Pr. Socks; 2 Children's games; 9 knit scarves; 49 Caps
or Hats; 4 cap & mitten sets; 1 mans cap; 5 ear muffs &
headbands; 59 pairs. Gloves & mittens; 2 red jackets; 1-
2 piece set Thermal underwear. THANK YOU ALL
SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS !

It's that time of year again to plan for our 2018 Fish
Fry's! We will have a planning meeting on Monday Dec
18th at 7pm in the St Anne's room. It is our best attend-
ed fundraiser that the parish hosts and a fun opportunity
to volunteer and get to know others, we would love to
welcome new members to this planning meeting, please
come and join us! Questions contact Monica Kooiman
952-466-5769, mkooiman@centurylink.net

We're inviting someone in the Chaska area
to join our team. Is it you?
More than just a sales career. Insurance professionals
with Catholic United enjoy flexibility, paid training and
employment benefits. Contact our Recruiter. Learn
more about Catholic United Financial and what we have
to offer!651-490-0170dgephart@catholicunited.org

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and
you the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” As
we begin the waiting of advent, let us strive to become
the work of his hands by attending a Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Feb 9
-11, 2018 in Buffalo, MN and May 4-6, 2018 in Buffalo,
MN. For more information, call Brent & Tracy Chessen
at 612-756-8720 or visit them at twincitieswwme.org.



CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 18 through December 24, 2017
LECTORS:
Sunday Dec. 24 — 10:00am Rob Wickenhauser
Sun. Christmas Eve 8:00pm. Julie Kleindl
Mon. Christmas Day 10:00am. Helen Nicklaus
SERVERS: Sun. Dec. 25 10am
Ben & Brandon Wickenhauser
Sun Christmas Eve 8pm. Kieran Aillson
& Jim Monsen
Mon. Christmas Day 10am. Greta & Holly Feist
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Sunday Dec. 24-10am Eileen Fasching
Sun. Christmas Eve 8:00 pm Carol Hoen
Mon. Christmas Day 10:00am Pam Kunkel
USHERS: Sun.12/24-10am Vern Elke & Brian Vos
Sun Christmas Eve 8pm Ralph Laumann &
Andy Kleindl
Mon. Christmas Day 10am Vern Elke &
Leo Willems
GREETERS: Sun, Dec. 24 10am Brian Vos
Sun. Christmas Eve 8pm Doreen Walter
Mon. Christmas Dayl0am. Roger&JoAnn Schmitz
GIFT BEARERS: Sun & Mon. Volunteers
MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec. 16 8:00am fArt Hilgers
Sunday Dec. 17 10:00am People of the Parish
Monday Dec. 18 8am fjClarence Wickenhauser

Tuesday Dec. 19 No Mass

Wed. Dec. 20 8:00 am. tTLeona Aretz
Thursday Dec. 21 No Mass

Friday Dec. 22 No Mass at St. Bernard

Sunday Dec.24 10am People of the Parish
Sunday Dec.24 8pm {Phillip Shambour

Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for Week 3,550.25
Contributions 12-06-17 through 12-12-17 3,902.00
Total Actual Collection YTD 87,332.97
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget 8,827.37
Forward in Faith Envelope Income 2,349.26
Electronic Donations 00.00
Forward in Faith Total 2,349.26
Forward in Faith YTD 59,830.26
Retirement Fund for Religious 877.24

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings
account? For more information call the parish office
952-466-2031 ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-
cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 18 through December 24

SERVERS:

Sat. Dec. 23 5:00 pm: Isabella Miller, Emma Dettmann
Sun. Dec. 24 5:00 pm: Mitchell Lemmer, Nick Holliday
Mon. Dec. 25 8:00 am: Colin Willems, Rachel Holliday

READERS:

Sat. Dec. 23 5:00 pm: Darlene Mondor
Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00 pm: Dale Lemmer
Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Emma Dettmann

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:

Sat. Dec. 23 5:00 pm: Norm Willems
Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00 pm: Joan Rosckes
Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Dale Lemmer

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
December 25th 8:00 am:

Team A: Tim & Rita Fahey

Team B: Michael & Anita Harrison

USHERS FOR DECEMBER:
Sat. 8:00 pm: Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Don Whitaker, Volunteer

SACRISTAN:

Sat. Dec. 23 5:00 pm: Tamara Lemmer
Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00 pm: Kathy Kloempken
Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle

GREETERS:

Sat. Dec. 23 5:00 pm: Pat Johnson
Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00 pm: Sue Schultz
Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Betty O’Neil

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS

Monday Dec. 18 No Mass

Tues. Dec. 19 6:15 pm Fr. Paul Ardolf 1

Wed. Dec. 20 No Mass

Thursday Dec. 21 No Mass

Fri. Dec. 22 7:15 am Michael Fehrt

Sat. Dec. 23 5:00 pm Deceased members of the

Willems family: Eugene, Margaret & Jim Willems and
Helen Schwartzt 1+t

Sun. Dec. 24 8:00 am Fr. Paul Ardolf §

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 12/10/2017

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,264.43
Contributions: $4,211.00
E-Giving: $803.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $78,346.32
Actual Collection YTD: $74,997.54
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD ($3,348.78)
Capital Improvement Offering: $110.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $5.00

Capital Improvement YTD: $4,250.00




