THE ASCENSION

ST. BERNARD

CHURCH

Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor...............
.............................. 952-856-1050
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWWw.ascensionnya.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................. 952-777-0110
E-mail:BusAdmin@ascensionNYA.org

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees
Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Parish Council Chairperson
Brian Willems .............952-467-9654
Communion for Homebound
Rita Fahey. ................ 952-467-6478
Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator
Tamara Lemmer...........612-759-0555
E-mail:tamaralemmer7@gmail.com

Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351
Catholic United Financial

Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements

The couple should contact the priest as soon

as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm.
Sat.4:15-4:45pm.

St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.

Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am.
St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.
Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors

Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268

E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com
Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org
DRE for 6th—10th Grades
Julie Kleindl............... 952-807-3522
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser...... 952-466-4719

SCRIPTURE READINGS

For the week of Dec. 10,-Dec. 16, 2017
12/10 Second Sunday of Advent:
85:9-10,11-12,13-14*2 Pt 3:8-14*Mk 1:1-8.
12/11 (St. Damascus I): 1s 35:1-10%Ps 85:9-10,11-
12,13-14*Lk 5:17-26.
12/120ur Lady of Guadalupe: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv
11:19a;12:1-6a.10ab *Jdt 13:18,19*Lk 1:26-38 or Lk
1:39-47.

12/13 St Lucy: Is 40:25-31*Ps 103:1-2,3-4,8,10* Mt

11:28-30.

12/14 St. John of the Cross:
145:1,9,10-11,12-13*Mt 11:11-15.
12/15: Is 48:17-19%Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6*Mt 11:16-19.

12/16: Sir 48:1-4,9-11*Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19*Mt

17:9a,10-13.

Copyright 2017 by Creative Communications for the
Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc. Used with permis-
sion.

Is 40:1-5,9-11*Ps

Is 41:13-20*Ps

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor ...............
.................................. 952-856-1050
Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................ 952-856-1051
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org
Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
School Building ......... 952-856-1056

Parish Office Hours: Monday,
Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm.

Trustees
Laura Templin ...............952-994-9159
Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann .......... 952-466-3331

Parish Council Chairperson
Brenda Buckley-Jones.... 952-239-9436

Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel .........kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000

Catholic United Financial
Helen Hilgers .............. 952-466-5567

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 10, 2017




“Do I have to go to Mass every Sunday?”

Richard Dawson of the game show Family Feud has a response:
“Survey says ”

WHY do so few people come to Mass/go to church on Sunday?
Feel free to share with me your thoughts.

2016 Australia: 12.2% of the Catholic population attends Mass
each week (https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/counting-
catholics-the-power-of-the-national-mass-attendance-surveyy/).

2017 France: 5% attend Mass on a regular basis (https:/
international.la-croix.com/news/the-sociology-of-french-
catholics/449).

The share of U.S. Catholics who reported attending Mass
at least weekly fell by nearly half — from 47% to 24% —
between 1974 and 2012, according to the General Social
Survey (GSS).

The Hartford Archdiocese has seen a 69 percent decline
in church attendance since 1965 (http://
www.courant.com/news/connecticut/he-catholic-church-
shifting-population-20170511-story.html).

In New York, Mass attendance has fallen to European
levels, around 15 percent on an average Sunday, accord-
ing to The New York Times. In Boston, it is even lower,
around 12 percent (//www.patheos.com/blogs/
daylightatheism/2015/01/an-honest-look-at-catholicisms
-decline/#RqzqljfFKftVptoz.99).

About four-in-ten U.S. Catholics (39%) say they attend
religious services at least once a week according to the
Pew Research Center in 2015 (http://
www.pewforum.org/2015/09/02/chapter-2-participation
-in-catholic-rites-and-observances/).

According to the Center for Applied Research in the Apos-
tolate 23% of Catholic s attend Mass every week in 2017.

Daniel Cox, Robert P. Jones, Ph.D., and Juhem Navarro-River
note a “mounting evidence of declining religious vitality in the
U.S. Previous work has demonstrated the long slow decline
experienced by many mainline Protestant denominations (Roof
and McKinney 1987), and more recently some evangelical
Christian denominations began facing shrinking membership as
well”  (https:/prri.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/AAPOR-
2014-Final.pdf). (Fr. Gregory’s note: Although our focus is on
Catholic Sunday Mass attendance, it is important to note a simi-
lar trend among other Christian denominations).

SO....... if Richard Dawson and his survey says these
numbers...... the question arises........ “Do I have to go to Mass
every Sunday?”

In our God who LOVES US!

Fr. Gregory

B i CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
= ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Sun. Dec. 10th 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm: KC Bingo at Ascension
Tues. Dec. 12th 5:15 pm—~6:15 pm: Silent Holy Hour for Fr.
Paul Ardolf

Tues. Dec. 12th 6:15 pm: Mass Intention at this Mass will be
for Fr. Paul Ardolf

Wed. Dec. 13th: Faith Formation at St. Bernard

Wed. Dec. 13th 6:45 pm: Ascension Choir practice

Thurs. Dec. 14th 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at Ascension
Thurs. Dec. 14th 6:30 pm: Respect Life Group meeting at
Ascension

Sun. Dec. 17th 9:00 am: Decorating Committee and KCs
decorating church at Ascension

Wed. Dec. 20th 6:30pm-8:00pm: Catechist Appreciation
Party at St. Bernard's

Wed. Dec. 20th 6:45 pm: Ascension Choir practice

Thurs. Dec. 21st 8:00 am-8:00 pm: Adoration at Ascension
Sat. Dec. 23rd Spm: Mass at Ascension. No 8pm Mass at St.
Bernard

Sun. Dec. 24th 10:00 am: Mass at St. Bernard. No 8:00 am
Mass at Ascension

Sun. Dec. 24th 5:00 pm: Christmas Eve Mass at Ascension
Sun. Dec. 24th 8:00 pm: Christmas Eve Mass at St. Bernard
Mon. Dec. 25th 8:00 am: Christmas Day Mass at Ascension
Mon. Dec. 25th 10am: Christmas Day Mass at St. Bernard
Wed. Dec. 27th: Moving of the Atriums to Ascension

Thurs. Dec. 28th 8am to 8pm: Adoration at Ascension

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES 2017
St. Mary's, Waverly — Monday, Dec 11, at 7:00 pm

Our Lady of the Lake, Mound — Wednesday, Dec 13 at
6:30 pm

St. Hubert, Chanhassen - Tuesday, Dec 12, 7:00 pm

St. Victoria, Victoria - (Individual confessions: Dec 22,
6pm, Dec 23, 6:00 pm)

St. John’s, Excelsior - Thursday, Dec 14, 6:00 pm

St. Joseph, Waconia - Sunday, Dec 17 at 4:30 pm
Ascension, Norwood — Tuesday, Dec 19 at 5:00 — 6:00
pm & 6:45 — 8:00 pm

St. Bernard, Cologne - Wednesday, Dec 20 at 5:00 — 6:00
pm & 7:00 — 8:00 pm

St. Nicholas, Carver — Friday, Dec 22, from 5:00 — 6:00
pm, (Mass 6:00 - 6:30 pm), and continuing 6:30 — 9pm

December 23/24th Masses for 4th Sunday of Advent :
Saturday, December 23rd Spm Mass at Ascension--NO
8PM MASS AT ST. BERNARD

Sunday, December 24th 10am Mass at St. Bernard--NO
8AM MASS AT ASCENSION

Our Sunday obligation is to attend Mass either Saturday
evening on 12/23 or Sunday morning on 12/24. Sunday
evening Mass (Christmas Eve) fulfills our Christmas obli-
gation.

December 24/25th Masses for Christmas:

Sun., Dec. 24th S5pm at Ascension & 8pm at St. Bernard
Mon., Dec.25th 8am at Ascension & 10am at St. Bernard



Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Mark your calendars: January 14" —

KC Pancake Breakfast at Ascension.
The Ascension Knights of Columbus held a Pancake
Breakfast at St. Bernard’s on October 15™ as way to help
support our STBAFF program. They plan to also hold a
breakfast at Ascension on January 14", The
delicious breakfast featured a tasty breakfast sausage, and
the KC’s donated the leftover sausage to the STBAFF
weekly fellowship meal. We paired the sausage with
French toast sticks, and that was the night we received the
most compliments ever about the aroma in the school!
The KC’s recently presented Fr. Gregory and the
STBAFF program a check for $420, which
represents profits from the breakfast.
Knights of Columbus!

Thank you,

Knights of Columbus Poster Contest —
“Keep Christ in Christmas.”

The KC's would like to invite the Ascension/St Bernard's
children to take part in the KC's "Keep Christ in Christ-
mas" poster contest for all girls and boys ages 5-14 years
old. By engaging the creativity and

imaginations of our young people, we hope they will come
to a deeper understanding of the true spiritual meaning of
Christmas, and that by their artwork, others will remember
Christ is Christmas. The contest will be conducted locally
with winning entries advancing to the district/region. Then,
if they are chosen, to move on to the state, national, and
international levels. Posters MUST be submitted
by Wednesday, December 13, 2017. Entry forms will be
available at Ascension and St. Bernard's churches and also
at faith

formation classes. The winning entry from Ascension/St.
Bernard's in each age group will receive $25. All partici-
pates will also receive ONE coupon for a FREE card at
BINGO to be used on January 14th OR February 11th. If
you have any questions, please contact Grand Knight Don-
ald Whitaker at dw1394@yahoo.com

Holy Hour and Mass for Fr. Paul Ardolf
The Mass Intention for the 6:15 p.m. Tuesday evening Mass
on December 12, 2017 at Ascension will be for the repose of
the soul of our former pastor, Fr. Paul
Ardolf, who passed away 2 years ago. Prior to the Mass, all
are invited to a silent Holy Hour for Fr.
Ardolf that will be from 5:15 p.m.-6:15 p.m.

Special collection for Retirement Fund for Religious.

“Your generous contribution helps us to care for our re-
tired sisters and enables our younger sisters to
continue in active ministry,” writes a religious sister. Your
gift to today’s collection for the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious helps provide medications, nursing care, and more for
thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests. It also helps ensure younger mem-
bers can continue the good works of their elders. Thank you
for your generosity to this collection.

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Adult Choir:
The Adult Choir will practice on Tuesday, December
12th at 7:00pm. And December 19th at 7:00pm.
The choir is practicing for Christmas.
Christmas Hymns will be sung before the 8:00pm
Christmas Eve Mass.

World Mission Sunday Collection
Thank you to the parishes of St. Bernard, Cologne and
Ascension, Norwood for your gifts of $209.06
and $954.00 for support for the Church's mission
efforts. On World Mission Sunday, you join every
parish, school and religious organization in the world
as they commit themselves to their missionary voca-
tions. Collected gifts of support are distributed
through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith
to over 1,150 mission dioceses,
including the Diocese of Vijayapuram, India with
is highlighted in our materials this year.
Thank you and may God bless your parishes.
Sincerely in Christ,

Eric Simon, Missions Promotion Manager.

We have big news for you from the Archdiocese of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis!

The theme for Archdiocesan Youth Day 2018 has
arrived! We are so excited to see you and your parish
at AYD’18 on October 27", 2018 which will be built
around the verse:

"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God." (Lk 1:30)

You can look forward to another announcement from
us this spring where we will announce more details
about the day including our keynote speaker! Addi-
tionally, registration will open in April.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and
you the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” As
we begin the waiting of advent, let us strive to become
the work of his hands by attending a Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are
Feb 9-11, 2018 in Buffalo, MN and May 4-6, 2018 in
Buffalo, MN.
For more information, call Brent & Tracy Chessen at
612-756-8720 or visit them at twincitieswwme.org.

Tune into Revelant Radio 1330 AM on your Radio
for a Catholic prospective of today’s news.

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed at 3:00 pm. Cen-
tral Standard time.




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 11 through December 17, 2017

LECTORS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Jake Kooiman
Sunday 10:00am. Helen Nicklaus

SERVERS:
Saturday. 8:00pm. Ella Wickenhauser &

Natalie Vargas
Sunday 10:00am. April Henkel & Carlie Cebulla

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 8:00 pm Bernie Shambour
Sunday 10:00am Denann Karels

USHERS:
Saturday 8pm Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens
Sunday 10:00am Vern Elke & Bob Symanitz

GREETERS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Marcy Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am. Vern Elke

GIFT BEARERS: Sat. & Sun. Volunteers

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec.9 8:00am fAdrian Wickenhauser
Sunday Dec. 10 10:00am People of the Parish
Monday Dec. 11 8:00am 7Albert Paul

Tuesday Dec. 12 No Mass

Wed. Dec. 13 8:00 am. TMary Ann Bovy
Thursday Dec. 14 No Mass

Friday Dec. 15 No Mass at St. Bernard

Saturday Dec. 16 8:00pm fArt Hilgers
Sunday Dec. 17 10:00am People of the Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday 8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m.

Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for Week 3,550.25
Contributions 11-29-17 through 12-05-17 4,157.65
Total Actual Collection YTD 83,430.97
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget 8,266.17
Forward in Faith Envelope Income 193.00
Electronic Donations 462.50
Forward in Faith Total 655.50
Forward in Faith YTD 57,481.00

Did you know you can have your contributions auto-
matically deducted from your checking or savings
account? For more information call the parish office
952-466-2031 ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-

cologne.org




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 11 through December 17

SERVERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm:
Sun. 8:00 am:

Isabella Miller, Mitchell Lemmer
Kennedy Pexa, Avery Smith

READERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm:
Sun. 8:00 am:

Norm Willems
Cheryl Coyle

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Curt Wilson
Sun. 8:00 am: Sue Tellers

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
December 17 8:00 am:

Team A: Theresa Hartman & Pat

Team B: Paul & Corrine Prososki

USHERS FOR DECEMBER:
Sat. 8:00 pm: Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Don Whitaker, Volunteer

SACRISTAN:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Ann Dettmann

Sun. 8:00 am: Marlene Robinson
GREETERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Cathleen Williams

Sun. 8:00 am: Steve Coyle

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS
Monday Dec. 11 No Mass

Tues. Dec. 12 6:15 pm Fr. Paul Ardolf ¥
Wed. Dec. 13 No Mass
Thursday Dec. 14 No Mass

Fri. Dec. 15 7:15 am Julian Pieper Family
Sat. Dec. 16 5:00 pm Donaver Schrupp
Sun. Dec. 17 8:00 am LuAune Fehrt

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 12/3/2017

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,264.43
Contributions: $2,599.46
E-Giving: $378.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $75,081.89
Actual Collection YTD: $69,983.54

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD (8$5,098.35)

Capital Improvement Offering: $190.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:  $5.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $4,135.00
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