
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 

323 Reform St. North 
Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 

   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Fax ………………….…..952-466-3319 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Business Administrator 
   Sherry Witte…………….952-466-2031 
    E-mail:  
         BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
      School Building ………952-466-5917 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday,  
               Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Laura Templin .....……....952-994-9159 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Ralph Laumann ….…… 952-466-3331  

 

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Brenda Buckley-Jones…. 952-239-9436 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ……...kasel.lori@gmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 
Catholic United Financial  
   Helen Hilgers ………..…952-466-5567 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
 

Business Administrator 
Sherry Witte……………..952-467-3351 
  E-mail:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
 

Trustees 
   Rita Fahey ... ………….952-467-6478 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey …………...612-282-7030 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Jan Johnson……………952-412-4900 
 

Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
 

Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
 

Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
 

Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms: By appointment. 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon 

as they become engaged.  
They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 

need to be completed 6 months  
before the proposed date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm. 

Sat.4:15-4:45pm.                                                         

  St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am. 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  – DECEMBER 4, 2016 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Dec. 4, 2016 – Dec. 10, 2016 

12/4 Second Sunday of Advent: Is  11:1-10*Ps 
72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17*Rom 15:4-9*Mt 3:1-12. 
12/5: Is 35:1-10*Ps 85:9,10,11-12,13-14*Lk 5:17-
26.  
12/6(St. Nicholas):  Is 40:1-11*Ps 96:1-2,3,10,11-
12,13*Mt 18:12-14 
12/7 St. Ambrose: Is 40:25-31*Ps 103:1-2,3-
4,8,10*Mt 11:28-30. 
12/8 The Immaculate Conception: Gn 3:9-
15,20*Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4* Ep 1:3-6,11-12*Lk  1:26-38.    
12/9(St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin): Is  48:17-
19*Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6*Mt 11:16-19. 
12/10:  Sir 48:1-4,9-11*Ps 80:2,3,15-16,18-19*Mt 
17:9a,10-13.   
Copyright 2016 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish. Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Sun. Dec. 4th 9 am: CGS Open House  
Sun. Dec. 4th 9 am: KC Donut Sunday 
Sun. Dec. 4th 1:30 pm: KC Bingo at Ascension 
Wed. Dec. 7th: No Morning Mass at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec. 7th 8:30 am-6 pm: Adoration at St. Bernard 
Wed. Dec 7th 6:45 pm: Immaculate Conception Mass at As-
cension 
Thurs. Dec. 8th 6:45 pm: Immaculate Conception Mass at 
St. Bernard 
Fri. Dec. 9th 10:15 am: Harbor Mass 
Fri. Dec. 9th 6 pm: Rosary at Ascension 
Sat. Dec. 10th 8 am-9:15 am: Catholic Watchmen meeting at 
Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 12th 7 pm: Parish Council Meeting at St. Bernard 
Tues. Dec. 13th 6:15 pm: Outreach Mass and Meal at Ascen-
sion 
Wed. Dec. 14th 4 pm: Finance Council Meeting at Ascension 
Fri. Dec. 16th 6 pm: Rosary at Ascension 
Mon. Dec. 19th 7 pm: Finance Council Meeting at St. Ber-
nard 
Thurs. Dec. 22nd: Early deadline for 1-1-17   bulletin 
Mon. Dec. 26th: Parish offices closed at both St. Bernard and 
Ascension 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) Open House  
- Ascension & St. Bernard Parishioners & anyone is in-
vited to our Sunday, December 4th CGS Open 
House.  Ascension has its monthly KC sponsored Coffee 
& Donuts that Sunday.  The Open House will be immedi-
ately after the 8am Mass.  The kids LOVE the CGS--
come and see it!  

The IRA Rollover allows individuals aged 70½ and old-
er to donate up to $100,000 from their Individual Retire-
ment Accounts (IRAs) to charities, like Ascension or St. 
Bernard parish, without having to count the distributions 
as taxable income.    Here is what you need to know:  
• Eligibility Age - You may make a charitable IRA 

rollover contribution if you are 70½ or older at the 
time of the gift.  

• Gift Limits - You can transfer up to $100,000 direct-
ly from your IRA. This opportunity applies only to 
IRAs and not other types of retirement plans. Chari-
table contributions from an IRA must go directly to 
a qualified charity such as Catholic Parishes.  

• Timing - This unique opportunity expires at the end 
of the year. To qualify, you must complete the gift 
by December 31, 2016. 

• Seek- the advise of tax advisor and or IRA manager. 

Immaculate Conception : 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a Holy 
Day of Opportunity...Obligation.  Mass times are: 
December 7th 6:45pm at Ascension  
December 8th 6:45pm at St. Bernard 

PRAYING FOR A “PROVIDED DEATH” 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

My mind is a bit foggy right now—can you help me?  
Hasn’t it been our Catholic prac ce to pray for a 
“provided death?”  I have been checking the inter-
net but I don’t see any pos ng on this…….Oh, wait, 
yes, I just found an ar cle on it: “From a sudden and 
unprovided death, spare us O Lord.”  God’s mercy 
can work in ways we do not understand, but none-
theless it has been a Catholic prac ce to pray for a 
“provided death.”  Indeed, in every Hail Mary, we 
pray: “Holy Mary mother of God pray for us sinners 
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.” 
 

I want to share with you one way we at Ascension & 
St. Bernard are helping others to have a “provided-
for death.”  Whenever I go for an emergency 
anoin ng what we do is detailed below which is all 
hand-wri en in a card I give to the family on behalf 
of our parishes when I go to see the ill person. 
 

We at St. Bernard in Cologne and Ascension in Nor-
wood Young America offer you our support at this 
difficult time through: 
 
1.  Fr. Gregory Abbott's presence and the celebra-
tion of the Sacraments of the Sick with your loved 
one. 
2.  Fr. Gregory prays the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
for your family as he drives to you. 
3.  The prayers of our parish prayer chains, which is 
contacted  when Fr. Gregory visits someone serious-
ly ill. 
4.  A Holy Card with the image of Jesus offering His 
merciful love. 
5.  The "4 Gifts".  It is healing to give each family 
member "permission" to have alone with your loved 
one.  We encourage you to do this so that they can 
say: 
     A.  "Thank You" 
     B.  "I love you.  I know you love me." 
     C.  "Please FORGIVE ME FOR 
_________________."  I FORGIVE YOU 
FOR  _________________. 
     D.  I'll be ok." 
        
Holy Mary, pray for us now & at the hour of our 
death.  Amen. 



 Church of St. Bernard                        Cologne, MN              

Thank you to all the parishioners who worked, made 
craft items, baked and participated in the Ladies Guild 
Annual Holiday Luncheon and Bazaar.  Of special note 
thank you to the workers:  Carol Hoen, Mary Lou 
Wildung, Donna Tellers, Belinda Storms, Dawn Salden, 
Kara Wickenhauser, JoAnn Schmitz, Sandy Siegel, Ann 
Sobich, Meghan Stusynski, Pam Walter, Fran Terfer, 
Mary Sue Thaemert, Sue Wickenhauser, Becky Worm, 
Jean Worm.  Congratulations to the lucky winner of the 
beautiful quilt made by our church quilting 
group:       Monica Kooiman. 

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday, December 7th at 
8:30 a.m. Mass until 6:00 p.m. Shortened due to the 
Holy Day of Obligation mass at Ascension  
Please sign up for an hour or half-hour on the sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex.  It will be in the Adoration Chapel in 

the church unless announced otherwise.".... Prepare the 

way of the Lord......" Lk 3:4 

What am I invited to say 'Yes' to this Advent? 
When: Saturday, December 10, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Where: Notre Dame Center, 1910 Graham Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN 
What: An Advent retreat day for single women ages 18-
40 with Sister Joanne Dehmer, SSND. For more infor-
mation or to download a flyer, please visit: http://
www.ssnd.org/events/2016/12/what-am-i-invited-say-yes-
advent  
Cost: Free will offering for lunch  
RSVP: Please RSVP by Dec. 3 to Sister Stephanie Spin-
dle, SSND, sspandl@ssnd.org  or 651-278-4498. 

Looking for the perfect gift for your spouse this 
year?  How about a weekend away together? 
A Marriage Encounter Weekend is a private weekend 
away from life's distractions that allows a husband and 
wife to focus on each other. The next Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekends are Feb 10-12, 2017 in 
Buffalo, MN and May 5-7, 2017 in Buffalo, MN. Early 
registration is highly recommended.  For more infor-
mation visit our website at: twincitieswwme.org or 
contact Brent & Tracy 
at applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-
8720.  

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

Gifts for the Baby Jesus for Birthright 
Birthright in Hutchinson assists mothers in difficult times 
and circumstances in their often unexpected pregnancies. 
The Respect Life Group will be collecting “Gifts for the 
Baby Jesus” throughout the season of Advent, and these 
gifts will go directly to Birthright to help these mothers 
and babies in need. Items most needed and appreciated 

include diapers, wipes,  
and winter clothing for infants-size 3.  
 Gifts may be placed by Mary’s altar. 

Friday Family Rosary 
Come prepare your heart for the coming of the Christ 
Child by praying The Joyful Mysteries each Friday in 
December at Ascension Church. We pray from 6 p.m. 
until 6:30 p.m. in front of the Blessed Sacrament. All 

are welcome. 
The 2nd Joyful Mystery:   

Mary goes in haste to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, who 
is also with child. Filled with the Holy Spirit and rec-

ognizing the Christ Child within Mary,  
the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy.   

Women’s Retreat 
You are invited to attend the first annual Women’s 
Retreat at the Church of St. Therese of Deep haven:  
GOD IS LOVE; PRAYER, FORGIVING, and 
HEALING, with featured speaker Fr. Jim Living-
ston. The retreat starts Friday, January 13, 2017 at 
5.45 p.m., and continues on Saturday morning at 
8.00 a.m. through 3.30 p.m. Early bird cost of the 

retreat is $40 prior to November 25. Full cost of $50 
applies if registering Nov. 25-Dec. 30. For more in-

formation & registration: www.st-therese.org 

Area Reconciliation Services 
Guardian Angels, Chaska, Sun. Dec. 4th at 6:30pm 
St. Mary’s, Waverly, Mon. Dec. 12th at 7:00pm 
St. Victoria, Victoria, on Tues. Dec. 13th at 6:30pm 
Immaculate Conception, Watertown, Tues. Dec. 13 
at 7:30pm 
St Hubert, Chanhassen, on Thur. Dec. 15th at 7:00pm 
St Joseph’s, Waconia – Sun. Dec. 18th at 4:30pm 

K-C Bingo: 
  Sunday, December 4th The Knights of Columbus will 

be hosting Bingo from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Church of the 
Ascension in NYA.  Come to win a great prize, enter our 

meat raffles and play our $100.00 progressive 
 cover-all jackpot. Hot dogs, snacks  

and beverages will be served.   
Proceeds go to support needs in our community. 

Prayers: Your prayers are requested for the repose of the 
souls of Leona Aretz, Albert Paul, brother of Rich Paul-
Parishioners of St. Bernard. Patricia Shambour, daughter 
of Bernard Shambour Sr. and sister of Bernard Shambour 
Jr.  and Jeanne Symoniak, sister of Bob Simon.  
May they rest in peace in the arms of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 
December 5, 2016 through December 11, 2016 

 

LECTORS: Dec. 8th 6:45 pm  Roger Storms 
Saturday        8:00pm.  Greg Wickenhauser 
Sunday        10:00am.   Patricia Quinn 

SERVERS: Dec. 8th—Max & Luke Arganbright 
Saturday  8:00pm. Amy & Ella Wickenhauser    
Sunday   10:am. Corin Schwartz & Carlie Cebulla 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER   CUP MINISTERS 
Thursday Dec. 8th 6:45 pm   Judy Glander 
Saturday 8:00pm  Irene Drees   John Eiden &  
            Mary Meuwissen 
Sunday  10:0am Helen Nicklaus  Carol Symanitz  
     John Fasching 

USHERS: Thurs. Dec. 8th Volunteers 
Sat.  8pm   Ralph Laumann & Andy Kleindl 
Sunday  10:00am  Vern Elke & Bob Wickenhauser 

GREETERS: Dec. 8th 6:45pm Volunteer 
Saturday 8:00pm.    Roger Storms 
Sunday  10:00am.    Vern Elke 

GIFT BEARERS:  Dec. 8th Volunteers 
Sat.  8pm.  Volunteers   Sun.10:00am.  Volunteers 

MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Sat. Dec. 3  8:00pm.         †Lenore &  Shelia Walter 
Sunday   Dec.  4 10:00am.   People of the Parish 
Monday  Dec.  5   8:00am    †Francis Zimmer 
Tuesday  Dec.  6                  No Mass at St. Bernard 
Wednesday Dec. 7                No Mass 
Thursday    Dec. 8 6:45pm  †Marvin Ceblla 
Friday       Dec.    9             No Mass at St. Bernard 
Saturday   Dec.  10  8:00pm.†Mary Jane Laumann 
    & People of the Parish 
Sunday      Dec.  11  10:00am. †Bill Salden; Storms 
Family, Judy, Ron, Don, & Parents Sandy & Clara 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                  3,727.75 
Contributions 11-16-16 through 11-22-16           4,782.25 
Contributions 11-23-16 through 11-29-16           3,938.00 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             70,783.41  
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget              (7,740.59)
Forward in Faith      
Envelope Income                                                11,015.00        
Electronic Donations                                            1,182.50      
Forward in Faith Total                                    12,197.50 
Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
cally deducted from your checking or savings account? 
For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031 
ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org   



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 5 through December 11 
SERVERS: 
Wed. Dec. 7 6:00 pm: Adeline & Colin Willems 
Sat. 5:00 pm:    Mitchell Lemmer, Joe Simons 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Hailey Buckentin, Zach Gallus 
 

READERS: 
Wed. Dec. 7 6:00 pm: Jan Pouliot 
Sat 5:00 pm:     Emma Dettmann 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Cheryl Coyle 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Wed. Dec. 7 6:00 pm: Joan Rosckes 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Norm Willems, Jim Mulville, Jean  
             Schmitz 
Sun. 8:00 am: Lisa Whitaker, Irene Yaeck, Sue Tellers 
 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Dec. 11 8:00 am: Team A: Ann Fritz, Teresa Hartman 
                  Team B:  Tim & Rita Fahey 
 

USHERS FOR NOVEMBER: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:  Dave Donnay, Mike Simons 
Sun. 8:00 am: Justin Buckentin, Rich Tellers 
 

SACRISTAN: 
Wed. Dec. 7 6:00 pm: Sherry Witte 
Sat: 5:00 pm:      Pam Stoks 
Sun. 8:00 am:      Joe Weckman 
 

GREETERS: 
Wed. Dec. 7 6:00 pm: Sheila Hart 
Sat. 5:00 pm:     Cathleen Williams 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Sue Schultz 
     
 MASS SCHEDULE                   INTENTIONS 
Sunday     Dec. 4    8:00 am  All Parishioners  
Monday    Dec. 5                   No Mass 
Tues.         Dec. 6    6:15 pm Fr. Paul C. Ardolf †  
Wed.          Dec. 7   6:45 pm  Rev. John T. Brown †  
Thursday  Dec.  8                 No Mass 
Friday       Dec. 9  7:15 am  STBAFF Confirmation Stu-
dents 
Sat.            Dec. 10  5:00 pm Clarence H. Green †  

 Weekly Collection Report  
Totals for  11/27/16 

 

Weekly Operating Budget:               $3,166.35 
Contributions:                        $1,813.06 
E-Giving:                                             $600.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                         $69,659.70 
Actual Collection YTD:                      $67,569.69 
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD  ($2,090.01) 
Capital Improvement Offering:        $75.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:       $65.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:              $4,025.00 
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