ST. BERNARD

CHURCH

23 Reform St. North
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWWw.ascensionnya.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte................. 952-467-3351
E-mail:ascensionnya@embargmail.com

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees
Rita Fahey ... ............. 952-467-6478
John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765

Parish Council Chairperson
Brian Willems .............952-467-9654

Communion for Homebound
Rita Fahey ............... 612-282-7030

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com

Adoration Coordinator

Jan Johnson............... 952-412-4900
Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001

Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as soon
as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months
before the proposed date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension:Tues.5:40-6:05pm.
Sat.4:15-4:45pm.

St. Bernard:Mon.8:30am. Sat.7:15-7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.

Anointing of the Sick

Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Tuesday 6:15 pm. & Friday 7:15 am.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.
Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com
Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org
DRE for 6th—10th Grades
Julie Kleindl............... 952-807-3522
DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser...... 952-466-4719

SCRIPTURE READINGS

For the week of Dec. 18, 2016 — Dec. 24, 2016
12/18 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Is 7:10-14*Ps
24:1-2,3-4,5-6*Rom 1:1-7*Mt 1:18-24.
12/19: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a*Ps  71:3-4,5-6,16-
17*Lk 1:5-25.
12/20: Is 7:10-14*Ps 24:1-2,3-4,5-6*Lk 1:26-38.
12/21 (St. Peter Canisius): Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14
-18a*Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21*Lk 1:39-45.
12/22: 1 Sm 1:24-28*1 Sm 2:1,4-5,6-7,8*Lk
1:46-56.
12/23 (St. John of Kanty): Mal 3:1-4,23-24*Ps
25:4-5,8-9,10,14*Lk 1:57-66.
12/24: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16*Ps 89:2-3.,4-
5,27,29*Lk 1:67-79.
Copyright 2016 by Creative Communications for
the Parish. Used with permission.

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031
Fax ....ooooooiiiiiiiiin. 952-466-3319
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org

Business Administrator
Sherry Witte.........952-466-2031 x 246
E-mail:
BusAdmin@st-bernard-cologne.org
Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
School Building ......... 952-466-5917

Parish Office Hours: Monday,
Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm.

Trustees
Laura Templin ...............952-994-9159
Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282

Finance Council Chairperson
Ralph Laumann 952-466-3331

Parish Council Chairperson
Brenda Buckley-Jones.... 952-239-9436

Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain

Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel .........kasel.lori@gmail.com

Adoration Coordinator
Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000

Catholic United Financial
Helen Hilgers .............. 952-466-5567

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 18, 2016



“Extremely beautiful.
1t’s a little piece of Heaven on Earth."”

“I came to see and believe that
1 am a beloved of God the Father.”

“This has been a great,
absolute life changing event for me.’

’

Dear Parishioners,
$25.00 + $25.00 = FREE Men on Fire adventure

Ascension KC’s are giving a Christmas gift to men of our
parishes. They will give a $25.00 gift to any man from
Ascension or St. Bernard towards the $50.00 “Men on
Fire” registration fee. In our November 27" bulletin I
said I would give a $25.00 gift to any man (16-18 year
olds can attend if they come with their father) of our par-
ishes towards the $50.00 registration fee for the Men on
Fire adventure (see description under “Men of Fire” Ad-
venture in this bulletin) led by Dr. Bob Schuchts and held
at St. Hubert in Chanhassen January 20-21, 2017. I said I
will invest up to $250.00 per parish which translates into
10 gifts per parish. First come, first serve. Just let me
know you are going and I will give you the $25.00 in per-
son.

So, $25.00 from KC’s + $25.00 from me = FREE MEN
ON FIRE ADVENTURE.

The KC’s are more generous than me—they don’t have
any limit on how many $25.00 “scholarships” they’ll
give. Contact Ascension Grand Knight Don Whitaker at
952-454-1611 for more details. To register and for more
information please go to the following website: http://
jpithealingcenter.org/index.php/events/detail/men-on-fire.

WHY?? WHY am I inviting, encouraging men to go?
The 3 quotes at the beginning of this column and the 5
below from participants in Dr. Schuchts’ seminars give
the answer.

“This has been a missing link in my journey of faith.”

“God used this time to help me find freedom ['ve been
needing for so long.”

“Amazingly powerful. 1 got to the root of many of my
emotional and physical problems...God’s love is so
deep.”

“This conference is REAL LIFE and honest. You have
changed my life.”

“Amazing. Insightful. Gentle. Spirit-filled."
If 5 or more men attend, I will also attend.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!

Fr. Gregory

CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND

sS4 ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Sun. Dec. 18th 12:30 pm: KC Free Throw Contest at
Central High School

Sun. Dec. 18th 4:30 pm: Reconciliation service at St.
Joseph’s in Waconia

Mon. Dec. 19th 7 pm: Finance Council at St. B.
Thurs. Dec. 22: Early deadline for 1-1-17 bulletin
Sat. Dec. 24th 4:30 pm: Christmas Eve Cantata at As-
cension

Sat. Dec. 24th Spm: Christmas Eve Mass at Asc.

Sat. Dec. 24th 8pm: Christmas Eve Mass at St. Ber-
nard. Hymns begin at 7:30 pm.

Sun. Dec. 25th 8am: Christmas Day Mass at Asc.

Sun. Dec. 25 10am: Christmas Day Mass at St. B.
Mon. Dec. 26th: Parish offices closed at both St. Ber-
nard and Ascension

Sat. Dec. 31st Spm: Mary, Mother of God Mass at As-
cension

Sat. Dec. 31st 8pm: Mary, Mother of God Mass at St.
Bernard

Men on Fire: is an adventure into the deeper places
of a man’s life. Honest and unvarnished, you will
identify the killers of your heart, and explore the life
God intended for every man. Through the sessions,
interactions, movies and reflections, you’ll dig into
your own passion and desire, and discover that God
has a destiny for your life! The disciples were fright-
ened men locked in a room before the fire came.
Then, they were transformed into “Men on Fire”-
bold, unafraid world-changers! Answer the call of
St. John Paul II- “Become who you are...set the
whole world on fire.”

The IRA Rollover allows individuals aged 70’2 and old-

er to donate up to $100,000 from their Individual Retire-

ment Accounts (IRAs) to charities, like Ascension or St.

Bernard parish, without having to count the distributions

as taxable income. Here is what you need to know:

e Eligibility Age - You may make a charitable IRA
rollover contribution if you are 70%2 or older at the
time of the gift.

e Gift Limits - You can transfer up to $100,000 direct-
ly from your IRA. This opportunity applies only to
IRAs and not other types of retirement plans. Chari-
table contributions from an IRA must go directly to
a qualified charity such as Catholic Parishes.

e Timing - This unique opportunity expires at the end
of the year. To qualify, you must complete the gift
by December 31, 2016.

e Seek- the advise of tax advisor and or IRA manager.




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN

Gifts for the Baby Jesus for Birthright

Birthright in Hutchinson assists mothers in difficult times and
circumstances in their often unexpected pregnancies. The Re-
spect Life Group will be collecting “Gifts for the Baby Jesus”
throughout the season of Advent, and these gifts will go di-
rectly to Birthright to help these mothers and babies in need.
Items most needed and appreciated include diapers, wipes,
and winter clothing for infants-size 3. Gifts may be placed by
Mary’s altar.

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party
The Annual Knights of Columbus Christmas Party will be on

Jan. 4, 2017 from 6pm. to 8pm. at the Ascension Social Hall. It
is not on Dec. 22", as was mistakenly posted in the calendar.

KC Free Throw Contest
The KC Free Throw contest will be Sunday, Dec. 18th at Cen-
tral High School. Registration starts at 12:30 p.m. and the con-
test starts at 1:00 p.m. Boys and girls ages 9-14 are welcome to
participate.

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES
During our Christmas break, we will be packing up all of the
learning materials and the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
classrooms in order to finish our year at St. Bernard’s, in the
school building. Please watch for further details, as we final-
ize these moving plans. We could use some help with loading,
unloading, and setting up the classrooms.
As we begin to plan for FF class in the school, we would like
to invite you to help in some simple ways:
-Faith Formation Meal Helper-tasks include prep meal, serve,
and clean-up the food area. This will take place in the cafete-
ria and kitchen.
-Hall Monitors-we will need a monitor for the double doors
each week as well as another hall monitor that may also super-
vise children going downstairs to the bathroom.
-We would LOVE to have you (St. Bernard & Ascension Pa-
rishioners) involved in creating a caring community at faith
formation. -Essential-3 Safe Environment training is required
before beginning with volunteering. -Contact--Kara Wicken-
hauser, Julie Kleindl or Fr. Gregory to find out more.

Christmas Collection

Since Christmas falls on the weekend this year and is at our
regular weekend Mass times, please remember that there is a
separate Christmas envelope for your Christmas donation and a
4™ Sunday envelope for your regular donation to the par-
ish. The Christmas day collection usually counts as a separate
collection but won’t this year so please prayerfully consider
your donation for that weekend.

Year End Giving Contributions
Since Dec 31* falls on a Saturday this year, please be aware
that for tax contribution purposes, donations received on
Saturday, Dec 31* will be included in your 2016 giving
statements. All contributions received (placed in the collec-
tion basket) on Jan. 1, 2017 will be posted to your 2017 con-
tribution statement. If you wish your New Year’s Day con-
tribution to be counted in the 2016 tax season, please make
sure it is received in the church by Saturday, December 31°%.

Decorating for Christmas: We will set up the Christmas
decorations at church Today, December 18 after 10 am
mass.. Please come and help if you have time. More
hands make for a light load!

Thank You! To St. Bernard parishioners:
The Southwest Carver County Food Shelf gratefully
acknowledges your gift of 361 lbs. and $70.00. Donated
recently to the food shelf. Your contribution is appreciat-
ed on behalf of those we serve. Sincerely, Southwest
Carver County Food Shelf

Correction. In last weeks’ bulletin it stated that over 400
hours was spent on the lawn mower by Bernie Shambour
Sr. Bernie said that it was closer to over 200 hours. Again
Thank you to Bernie and all of our wonderful volunteers
who keep the grounds looking so beautiful all summer long.

Mitten Tree: We had a fantastic response with donated
items for the South West Carver County Food Shelf this
year. We collected: 12 Jackets; 1 hooded Sweatshirt; 26
Scarves; 2 Hat & Scarf sets; 6 Hat & Glove/mitten sets; 6
small Blankets; 2 Crayola Marker sets; 1 Loom; 2 Coloring
Books; 1 Hand Bag; 4 Tooth Brushes; 10 pairs of Socks; 2
Head Bands; 68 Tassel Caps; 5 Slipper Socks; 24 pairs of
Gloves & Mittens; and 7 pairs of Slippers. THANK YOU
ALL SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS !

December 12, 2016
Stewardship campaign for
2017 calendar year

55 parishioner families have responded out of 250 requests.

Why do we ask for a response?
A. When you respond in writing you have prayed over the
decision.
B. Your response gives you an opportunity to communicate
where you would like to serve.
C. Your response gives you the opportunity to communicate
what ministries you no longer have an interest in.
D. When you respond to the request for financial commit-
ment you have made a decision to give to the church from
the fruits of your labor. If things change, your commitment
Is no longer binding.
E. When you respond to the request for financial commit-
ment you give information to parish leaders on what re
sources are available to carry out the ministries of
St. Bernard Parish.
F. By responding to the Time and Talent survey you give
information to volunteer leaders on who they may call on to
do the work of the parish.
G. When you do not respond to the Time and Talent survey
you give information to the parish that they may have to hire
people to do the work of the parish.
H. By responding you give a voice to what is important in
your life and that of the parish.
Stewardship information and pledge forms are posted on the
kiosk.




CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 19, 2016 through December 25, 2016

LECTORS: Sat. 8:00pm. Sarah Foley
Sunday 10:00am. Rob Wickenhauser
SERVERS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Max & Luke Arganbright
Sunday 10:am. Conner Terfehr &

Ben Wickenhauser
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER CUP MINISTERS
Sat. 8:00pm Carol Hoen Andy Kleindl &

Sue Neubarth
Sun. 10:0am Julie Clemensen Pam Kunkle &
Mary Sue Thaemert

USHERS:
Saturday 8pm Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens
Sunday  10:00am Vern Elke & Brian Vos
GREETERS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Roger Storms
Sunday 10:00am. FEileen Fasching
GIFT BEARERS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Volunteers
Sunday 10:00am. Volunteers
MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec. 17 8:00pm. fShirley Aretz
Sunday Dec. 18 10:00am. People of the Parish
Monday Dec. 19 8:00am TArt Hilgers

Tuesday Dec. 20 No Mass at St. Bernard
Wednesday Dec. 21 TAnn (Stelten) Paloucek
Thursday Dec. 22 No Mass

Friday  Dec. 23 No Mass at St. Bernard

Saturday Dec. 24 8:00pm. fJeff Wildung &
Phillip Shambour
Sunday Dec. 25 10:00am. People of the Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday 8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m.

Stewardship of Treasure

' Budget for Week 4,307.25
! Contributions 12-07-16 through 12-13-16 3,275.42
i Total Actual Collection YTD 78,622.33
i YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget (8,476.17)
i Forward in Faith

i Envelope Income 1,227.42
! Electronic Donations 0.00
i Forward in Faith Total 1,227.42

i Did you know you can have your contributions automati-
i cally deducted from your checking or savings account?

i For more information call the parish office 952-466-2031
1 ext.241, or visit www.st-bernard-cologne.org



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 19 through December 25

SERVERS:

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Sat. 5:00 pm: Curtis Urness, Tony Simons
Sun. 8:00 am: Nick Holliday, Bennett Molva

READERS:

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Sat 5:00 pm: Dale Lemmer

Sun. 8:00 am: Rita Fahey

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Sat. 5:00 pm: Bill Hart

Sun. 8:00 am: Betty O’Neil

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
Dec. 25 8:00 am:

Team A: Tim & Rita Fahey

Team B: Ann Fitz & Teresa Hartman

USHERS FOR DECEMBER:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Dennis Stoks, Gary Widmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Don Whitaker, Paul Lano

SACRISTAN:

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Sat: 5:00 pm:  Sherry Witte

Sun. 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle

GREETERS:

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Sat. 5:00 pm: Tamara Lemmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Steve Coyle

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS

Sunday Dec.18 8:00 am All Souls in Purgatory

Monday Dec. 19 No Mass

Tues. Dec. 20 6:15 pm Rev. Oliver J. Dufresne §

Wed. Dec. 21 No Mass

Thursday Dec. 22 No Mass

Friday  Dec.23 7:15am All the Unborn

Sat. Dec. 24 5:00 pm Willis (Babe) & Marie
Neutgens §7

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for 12/11/16

Weekly Operating Budget: $3,166.35
Contributions: $3,449.00
E-Giving: $750.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $75,992.40
Actual Collection YTD: $74,457.69

Total Collected Over (Under) YTD ($1,534.71)
Capital Improvement Offering: $85.00

Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $
Capital Improvement YTD: $4,315.00
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