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MINNESOTA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

CASTING A PRINCIPLED, INFORMED VOTE THIS NOVEMBER
An election year statement from the Roman Catholic bishops of Minnesota

Faithful Citizenship means prayerful, active, and responsible participation in the political process. That
includes knowledgeably exercising the right to vote with a well-formed conscience.

Voting is a privilege and an important duty. It is an opportunity for God’s faithful to love our neighbors
by electing legislators who will hopefully enact policies that protect the weak, strengthen the family,
promote the conditions for all to flourish, and ensure that citizens can practice their faith without fear of
reprisal.

The responsibility of voting is especially important to Minnesotans this year; our entire state legislature
is up for election. At a time when many Catholics feel politically homeless and not represented well by
either party, this year’s elections provide a special opportunity to work for life and dignity where it
matters most—in our own backyard. Minnesota Catholics should not let frustrations with the
presidential race prevent them from participating in our many important local elections.

The choices we are to make on Election Day are not always obvious. We must rise above partisanship,
self-interest, and emotions to elect candidates who are most likely to work for the common good and
govern in a manner consistent with God’s providential care for all of creation. We should prepare
ourselves by forming our consciences, studying the candidates’ positions and character, and turning to
God for guidance in prayer.

As you get ready to cast your vote, we encourage you to visit the Minnesota Catholic Conference’s
election resources center, at MNCatholic.org/election. Here, you’ll find a novena to help you prayerfully
prepare for election day, resources to help you find out where the candidates stand on the issues, and
materials for forming your conscience.

Thank you for bringing your faith into the public arena.

And don’t forget to vote!

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda Bishop Paul D. Sirba

Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis Diocese of Duluth
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Window Restoration
Fund October 12, 2016

Total Deposits $41,410.67

Remaining Pledges $18.207.50

Total Committed $59,618.17

35 Parishioners have participated in the windows fund drive
which started, August 1, 2016. Have you prayed about how
you can help improve our Lord’s house?

The refurbished windows on the first phase of the restoration
are scheduled to be installed starting November 1, 2016.

If you have pledged to support the Window Restoration in
2017 you do not need to respond to the 2017 Stewardship
Campaign pledge form sent to your home this week. It is
okay to confirm or raise your 2017 pledge.

Questions have been asked about the $10,000 level of
contribution to have a memorial plaque.

1. A $10,000 or larger gift can be anonymous.

2. A pledge for $10,000 paid by the end of 2017 qualifies for a
memorial plaque.



MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS

FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2016

Missionary Church, Witness of Mercy

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, which the Church is celebrating, casts a distinct light on World Mission Sunday
2016: it invites us to consider the missio ad gentes as a great, immense work of mercy, both spiritual and material.
On this World Mission Sunday, all of us are invited to "go out" as missionary disciples, each generously offering their
talents, creativity, wisdom and experience in order to bring the message of God’s tenderness and compassion to the
entire human family. By virtue of the missionary mandate, the Church cares for those who do not know the Gospel,
because she wants everyone to be saved and to experience the Lord’s love. She “is commissioned to announce the

mercy of God, the beating heart of the Gospel” (Misericordiae Vultus, 12) and to proclaim mercy in every corner of
the world, reaching every person, young or old.

When mercy encounters a person, it brings deep joy to the Father’s heart; for from the beginning the Father has
lovingly turned towards the most vulnerable, because his greatness and power are revealed precisely in his capacity
to identify with the young, the marginalized and the oppressed (cf. Deut 4:31; Ps 86:15; 103:8; 111:4). He is a kind,
caring and faithful God who is close to those in need, especially the poor; he involves himself tenderly in human
reality just as a father and mother do in the lives of their children (cf. Jer 31:20). When speaking of the womb, the
Bible uses the word that signifies mercy: therefore it refers to the love of a mother for her children, whom she will
always love, in every circumstance and regardless of what happens, because they are the fruit of her womb. This is
also an essential aspect of the love that God has for all his children, whom he created and whom he wants to raise
and educate; in the face of their weaknesses and infidelity, his heart is overcome with compassion (cf. Hos 11:8). He
is merciful towards all; his love is for all people and his compassion extends to all creatures (cf. Ps 144:8-9).

Mercy finds its most noble and complete expression in the Incarnate Word. Jesus reveals the face of the Father who
is rich in mercy; he “speaks of [mercy] and explains it by the use of comparisons and parables, but above all he
himself makes it incarnate and personifies it” (John Paul lI, Dives in Misericordia, 2). When we welcome and follow
Jesus by means of the Gospel and sacraments, we can, with the help of the Holy Spirit, become merciful as our
heavenly Father is merciful; we can learn to love as he loves us and make of our lives a free gift, a sign of his
goodness (cf. Misericordiae Vultus, 3). The Church, in the midst of humanity, is first of all the community that lives by
the mercy of Christ: she senses his gaze and feels he has chosen her with his merciful love. It is through this love that

the Church discovers its mandate, lives it and makes it known to all peoples through a respectful dialogue with every
culture and religious belief.

This merciful love, as in the early days of the Church, is witnessed to by many men and women of every age and
condition. The considerable and growing presence of women in the missionary world, working alongside their male
counterparts, is a significant sign of God’s maternal love. Women, lay and religious, and today even many families,
carry out their missionary vocation in various forms: from announcing the Gospel to charitable service. Together with
the evangelizing and sacramental work of missionaries, women and families often more adequately understand
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In the homily this weekend Fr. Gregory encouraged us to prayerfully consider what gifts of
time, talent and treasure God is calling us to give to St. Bernard Parish. Regarding the treasure
portion he presented the Biblical practice of tithing, encouraging each of us to prayerfully ask
God what percentage of our income He would like us to give to St. Bernard and to other worthy
charities. The information below is given as a helpful tool to assist us in making a consistent gift
to our offertory collection.

Treasure

Making a Consistent
Gift to the Offertory

“Give and gifts will be given to you...for the measure with which you measure will
in turn be measured out to you.” Luke 6:38

5% to church, 5% to charity

Percentage of household income: %
Weekly gift $ x52=%§ annually
..Or_

Monthly gift $ x12=% annual

(For use for fomily budgeting. No need to return)

Weekly giving based on proportion of
income.

At St. Bernard each household is encouraged
to prayerfully consider what percentage of our
income God would like you to give to the
parish and to charity. The chart below may be

helpful in assisting you.

Weekly Giving Chart
%Hshold Income: 10% 5% 1%
Hshid Amount of weekly gift
Income

$30,000 $58 $29 %6
$50,000 $96 $48  $10
$70,000 $135 %67 $14
$100,000 $192  $96  $19




