
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 323 Reform St. North 

Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Fax ………………….…..952-466-3319 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
    Bulletin E-mail:  
               bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   School Building ………952-466-5917 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Convent ………………...952-466-5620 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tues             
day & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Leonard Hoen …...……...952-466-2088 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Bernie J. Shambour…… 952-466-5928 
   

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Carol Symanitz……….…651-331-8665 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
 FaithFormation@ st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ..lori.kasel@embarqmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Helen Hilgers ………..…952-466-5567 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
Email:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
Trustees 
   Gary Widmer ………….952-467-3082 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey……………..952-467-6478 
 

DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
 

DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Jan Johnson……………952-412-4900 
Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms:  

By appointment. 
Marriage Arrangements 

   The couple should contact the priest as 
soon as they become engaged.  

They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 
need to be completed 6 months before the 

proposed date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Ascension—Tues. 5:40-6:05 pm 
Sat. 4:15—4:45 pm.                                                         

 

  St. Bernard  —Mon. 8:30 am. 
              Sat. 7:15—7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Weekday –Tuesday & Friday 7:15 am.  
 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Weekday–Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD – JANUARY 3, 2016 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Jan. 3, 2016 –Jan. 9, 2016 

1/3 The Epiphany of the Lord: Is 60:1-6 * Ps 
72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 * Eph 3:2-3a,5-6 * Mt 2:1-
12. 
1/4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:   1 Jn 3:22—4:6 *  
Ps 2:7-8,10-12 *  Mt 4:12-17,23-25. 
1/5 St. John Neumann: 1 Jn 4:7-10 * Ps 72:1-2,3-
4,7-8 *  Mk 6:34-44. 
1/6 (St. Andre’ Bessette): 1 Jn 4:11-18 * Ps 72-1-
2,10,12-13 * Mk 6:45-52.   
1/7 (St. Raymond of Penafort): 1 Jn 4:19—5:4 *  
Ps 72:1-2,14-15,17 *  Lk 4:14-22a.    
1/8: 1 Jn 5:5-13 * Ps 147:12-13,14-15, 19-20 *  
Lk 5:12-16.  
1/9: 1 Jn 5:14-21 *  Ps 149:1-2,3-4,5-6,9  * Jn 3:22
-30.   
Copyright 2015 by Creative Communications for 
the Parish. Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION 
AND  ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Jan.  3-At Ascension-KC meeting at 9:00 am 
in the social hall 
Jan. 6-At St. Bernard. After the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass until 8:00 pm. Eucharistic Adoration. 
Jan.7-At Ascension: Adoration from 8:00 am 
to 8:00 pm 
Jan. 8-10:15 am-Mass at The Harbor 
Jan. 10-12:00 pm—KC Free throw contest at 
Central High School for ages 9-14. 
Jan. 10-At Ascension-KCs Bingo in the social 
hall from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm 
Feb. 10-At Ascension-Ash Wednesday Mass 
at 6:00 pm. 
Feb. 10-At St. Bernard-Ash Wednesday 
Mass at 7:30 pm.  

THANK YOU! 
 
As we have concluded 2015 and begin 2016, I pause 

to THANK YOU.   
 
I thank all parishioners who give to Ascension and 
St. Bernard Parishes.  You give in many small and 

large ways; you give in many seen and unseen 
ways.  Outsiders who have been blessed with the 
opportunity to experience just a little of St. Bernard 
and Ascension have commented to me on how 
blessed we are with talented parishioners who gener-
ously invest their skills, time and money to strength-
en our parishes.  I do try to express my gratitude at 
the time you are giving of yourselves; at the time 
you are giving these gifts.  Of course, I cannot thank 
everyone individually for all you do.  And so, I do so 

now--THANK YOU. I make the words of 
St. Paul to the Christian Community at Ephesus my 
own to the Christian Community at Ascension and 
St. Bernard: 
 
Therefore, I, too, hearing of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and of your love for all the holy 
ones, do not cease giving thanks for you, re-
membering you in my prayers… Ephesians 1:15, 16 
 
Smile, 
 
Fr. Gregory   

Have you ever prayed through the 
Scripture passages about Joseph? 

 

When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of The 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into 

his home. Matthew 1:24 
 

Joseph pondered, planned, and trusted. He 
pondered and planned:  How to care for Mary 
and her unborn child during the difficult and 
seemingly untimely journey? He trusted:  God 
will provide, though I know not how. 
 

Joseph waited. He waited with vigilance the 
birth of Jesus. All along the dangerous 80 mile 
journey with Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 
Bandits, wild beasts, a rough terrain, and a wife 
ready to deliver. Joseph's vigilance is second 
only to his deep trust that God will somehow 
provide for his family in their vulnerability as 
they journeyed. 
 

Joseph waited and searched. Diligently he 
searched. There was no room for them in the 
Inn. Mary's time arrived before he could find a 
suitable place to deliver her newborn. He settles 
on a lowly cave in the side of a hill. 
 

Joseph questioned.  He questioned as he 
awaited Jesus' birth. Did I fail to provide for my 
family or did God choose to provide with such 
poverty? It's a moot point -- the fullness of time 
arrived. 
 

Joseph rejoiced! While they were there (in 
Bethlehem), the time came for her to have her 
child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger. 
 

St. Joseph, pray for us! 
Fr. Gregory 
 

Caring and protecting demands goodness, it 
calls for a certain tenderness. In the Gospels, 
Saint Joseph appears as a strong and coura-
geous man, a working man, yet in his heart we 
see great tenderness, which is not the virtue of 
the weak but rather a sign of strength of spirit 
and a capacity for concern, for compassion, for 
genuine openness to others, for love. We must 
not be afraid of goodness, of tenderness! Pope 
Francis March 19 20  



 Church of St. Bernard                                         Cologne, MN                

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday, January 6, 
2016,  

after the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 p.m. 
Please sign up at the Scrip table for an hour or half 
hour til the sheet is full.  January 6th is the tradition-
al Feast of the Three Kings. Let us join their journey 
and spend some time with Jesus in the Eucharist.  
Joy To The World!  Let us pray for its safety. 

Adoration is the first attitude of man acknowledging 
that he is a creature before his Creator. It exalts the 
greatness of the Lord who made us and the almighty 
power of the Savior who sets us free from evil. Ado-
ration is homage of the spirit to the "King of Glory," 
respectful silence in the presence of the "ever great-
er" God. Adoration of the thrice-holy and sovereign 
God of love blends with humility and gives assur-
ance to our supplications. 
     —Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2628 

Your Prayers are requested: Ken Wotzak a for-
mer parishioner of St. Bernard parish passed away 
on December 18, 2015. Ken retired to the 
Brainard Minnesota area in 2001. Ken is survived 
by his wife Joanne and 6 children, please remem-
ber them in your prayers. 

Ladies Lunch Wednesday, January 20th. 
Weather permitting. The destination to be deter-
mined. Call Pat Wells at 952-466-2000 if you 
plan to attend, also if you need a ride and where 
to meet for lunch. Hope to see you there. 

Your Prayers are requested for the repose of 
the soul of: Fr. Paul Ardolf, who passed away on 
Saturday, December 19th. May he rest in peace 
in the loving arms of our savior Jesus Christ.  

Start the new year out right – spend some 
quality time renewing your marriage. The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekends are Feb 5-7, 2016 in Buffalo, MN 
and Apr 29-May 1, 2016 in Buffalo, MN. Ear-
ly registration is highly recommended.  For 
more information visit our website at: 
twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tra-
cy at applications@twincitieswwme.org or 
612-756-8720. 

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

MASS AT THE HARBOR 
Mass at The Harbor will be held the second Friday of 

each month at 10:15 am. All are welcome. 

January 3rd 
 The Epiphany of the Lord  

For unborn children everywhere:  
May each child be welcomed with joy,  

as the Christ Child was welcomed by the Magi;  
We pray to the Lord:  

Adoration 
We need someone for Eucharistic Adoration each 

Thursday from 1 – 2 p.m.    God turns our holy hour 
into a never-ending stream of graces for the world. “The 
value of a single holy hour of prayer before the Blessed 

Eucharist is beyond our  
capability to think, imagine or even desire” 

 (Cardinal Sin, Manila) 
Please call 952-412-4900 for more information or to 

volunteer.  As Jesus asked His apostles:  
 “Will you spend one hour with me?”   

Parish Bookkeeper/Office Assistant 
The Church of the Ascension, NYA MN has an immediate 

opening for Bookkeeper/Office Assistant 30+ hours per 
week.  This position is responsible for bookkeeping, gen-
eral office coordination, Safe Environment requirements, 

file maintenance, and as a resource for  
parishioners while working closely with the Parish  
Business Administrator and Pastor.  Qualifications 

 include prior office experience, demonstrated  
proficiency in MS Office programs, accounting skills, 

 including payroll, and the ability to multi-task.  
It is preferred that the candidate has 2 years 

bookkeeping/accounting or relevant education and that the 
candidate is a practicing Catholic. 

Please mail / email a cover letter and resume to  
ascensionNYA@embarqmail.com or 

Ascension Church 
323 N. Reform St. 

        Norwood, MN 55368    
Submit no later than Jan. 9, 2016. 

BIBLE STUDY 
The next Bible Study is planned for the beginning of Feb-
ruary.  The author of the study is Fr. Michael E. Gaitley, 

MIC.  It is a study for busy people it will last six 
weeks.  The study is to give ourselves to Mary to be 

formed into the image of her Son, Jesus. So, if you've 
been thinking about entrusting yourself to Mary for the 

first time or if you're simple looking to deepen and 
renew your devotion to her, "33 Days of Morning 

 Glory" is a good way to start. Contact Chris George  
952-467-3138 or Frances Kramer 952-467-2275 for more 

information.  



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 
January 4, 2016 through January 10, 2016 

 

LECTORS:  
Saturday 8:00pm.   Judy Glander 
Sunday  10:00am.    April Feist 
 

SERVERS:  Weekdays: Volunteers 
Saturday 8:00pm. Max Arganbright & Joe Lemmer 
Sunday     10:00am. Holly & Greta Feist 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER   CUP MINISTERS 
Saturday 8:00pm  Mary Meuwissen  Carol Hoen & 
     Andy Kleindl 
Sunday   10:00am Vicki Arnst  Carol Symanitz & 
     John Fasching 
 

USHERS:  
Sat. 8:00pm Ralph Laumann & Danny Hoen 
Sunday 10:00am.  Vern Elke & Andy Kleindl 
 

GREETERS:  
Saturday 8:00pm.  Connie Medenwaldt 
Sunday 10:00am.   Vern Elke 
 

GIFT BEARERS:   
Saturday  8:00pm.  Volunteers  
Sunday    10:00am.  Volunteers 
 

MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday  Jan.   2     8:00pm.  †Mike Schneider 
Sunday     Jan.   3   10:00am.   People of the Parish 
Monday    Jan.  4   8:00am.     †Rita Peters 
Tuesday    Jan.  5                      No Mass 
Wednesday Jan. 6  8am.    †Ann (Stelten) Paloucek 
Thursday   Jan.   7   8:00pm     No Mass 
Friday        Jan     8         No Mass 
Saturday    Jan.    9   8:00pm.  †Rita Peters 
Sunday       Jan.  10 10:00am.  People of the Parish 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   4,178.00 
Contributions 12-16-27 through 12-22-15            2,538.55 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             77,397.42 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget             (14,238.58) 
 

Forward in Faith      
Envelope Income                                                  1,760.00 
Electronic Donations                                               711.67 
Forward in Faith Total                                       2,471.67 



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 January 4 through January 10 
 

SERVERS: 
Sat.  5:00 pm:     Mitchell Lemmer, Joe Simons 
Sun. 8:00 am:     Ben Gallus, Zach Gallus 
 
LECTORS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Jean Schmitz 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Cheryl Coyle 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat.  5:00 pm:  Steve Lemmer, Carol Donnay, Norm  
           Willems 
Sun. 8:00 am: Irene Yaeck, Lisa Whitaker, Marlene 
         Robinson 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Jan. 3 8:00 am:      Rich & Sue Tellers 
Jan. 10 8:00 am:    Anita & Michael Harrison 
 
USHERS FOR JANUARY 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Dave Donnay, Mark Donnay 
Sunday 8:00 am: Justin Buckentin, Matt Smith 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat.  5:00 pm:    Sherri Witte 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Kathy Kloempken   
           
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Cathleen Williams 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Betty O’Neil 
       
 MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS 
Monday         Jan. 4                       No Mass 
Tues.              Jan. 5    6:15 pm     Dolores Goodrich  † 
Wednesday    Jan. 6                       No Mass 
Thursday       Jan. 7                       No Mass  . 
Friday            Jan. 8    8:00 am     Poor Souls 
Sat.                 Jan. 9    5:00 pm     All Parishioners  
Sunday          Jan. 10    8:00 am    Michael Coyle  † 

 Weekly Collection Report 
Totals for December 20, 2015 

 
Weekly Operating Budget:                   $2,963.00 
Contributions:                        $2,720.00 
E-Giving:                                                 $410.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                             $74,075.00 
Actual Collection YTD:                         $68,519.52 
YTD Collected Over (Under) Budget   ($5,555.48) 
Capital Improvement Envelopes:         $540.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:           $65.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                  $4.760.00 
Religious Retirement:                            $1,441.00 
Christmas Memorials:                           $658.00 
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