
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 323 Reform St. North 

Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Fax ………………….…..952-466-3319 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
    Bulletin E-mail:  
               bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   School Building ………952-466-5917 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Convent ………………...952-466-5620 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tues             
day & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Leonard Hoen …...……...952-466-2088 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Bernie J. Shambour…… 952-466-5928 
   

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Carol Symanitz……….…651-331-8665 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
 FaithFormation@ st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ..lori.kasel@embarqmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Helen Hilgers ………..…952-466-5567 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
Email:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
Trustees 
   Gary Widmer ………….952-467-3082 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey……………..952-467-6478 
 

DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
 

DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Jan Johnson……………952-412-4900 
Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms:  

By appointment. 
Marriage Arrangements 

   The couple should contact the priest as 
soon as they become engaged.  

They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 
need to be completed 6 months before the 

proposed date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Ascension—Sat. 4:15—4:45 pm.                                                         
 

  St. Bernard  —Mon. 8:30 am. 
              Sat. 7:15—7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Weekday –Tuesday & Friday 7:15 am.  
 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Weekday–Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 6, 2015 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Dec. 6, 2015 –Dec.12, 2015 

12/6 Second Sunday of Advent:  Bar 5:1-9 * Ps 
126:1-2,2-3,4-5,6 * Phil 1:4-6,8-11 * Lk 3:1-6. 
12/7 St. Ambrose:  Is 35:1-10 * Ps 85:9,10,11-
12,13-14 *  Lk 5:17-26. 
12/8 The Immaculate Conception: Gn 3:9-
15,20 * Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4 *  Ep 1:3-6 * Lk 1:26-38. 
12/9 (St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin): Is 40:25-
31 * Ps 103:1-2,3-4,8,10 * Mt 11:28-30.   
12/10 Advent Weekday: Is 41:13-20 *  
Ps145:1,9,10-11,12-13 *  Mt 11:11-15.    
12/11 St. Damasus I: Is 48:17-19 * Ps 1:1-
2,3,4,6  * Mt 11:16-19.  
12/12 Our lady of Guadalupe: Zec 2:14-17 or 
Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a *  Jdt 13:18-19 * Lk 1:26-38 
or Lk 1:39-47.   
Copyright 2015 by Creative Communications for 
the Parish. Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION 
AND  ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Dec. 7-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s for the Immacu-
late Conception feast day. 
Dec. 8-At Ascension-Holy Day of Obligation: Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception. Masses will be held at 7:00 
am and 6:00 pm 
Dec. 10-At Ascension-Eucharistic Adoration 8:00 am to 
8:00 pm 
Dec.11-Fri.-10:15 am: Mass at the Harbor. All are  
welcome. 
Dec. 13 At St. Bernard-decorating for Christmas after 
the 10am Mass. All are welcome to help.   
Dec. 15-At Ascension-Mass at 6:15pm with confessions 
from 5:40-6:10 pm. 
Dec. 16-Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Bernard for 
both parishes from 5:00-8:00 pm 
December 17th EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE BUL-
LETIN: at noon for the December 26/27th bulletin. 
(Christmas) 
December 22nd EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE 
BULLETIN: at noon for the January 2/3rd  bulletin.  
(New Years’) 
Dec. 22-At Ascension-Mass at 6:15pm with confessions 
from 5:40-6:10 pm. 
Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Mass times--Ascension at 5:00 
pm and St. Bernard at 8:00 pm. 
Dec. 25-Christmas Day Mass times—Ascension at 8:00 
am and St. Bernard at 10:00 am. 
Dec. 31-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s for the  Feast of 
Mary, Mother of God. A Holy Day of Obligation  
Jan. 1-8:00 am-Mass at Ascension for the Feast of Mary, 
Mother of God. A Holy Day of Obligation. 

EXPERIENCE GOD'S MERCY 
Sin weighs us down, separates us from God and from one 
another, and weakens our parishes. Forgiveness lifts us 
up, unites us to God and to one another and strengthens 
our parishes.  Wednesday, December 16th 5-8pm the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation will be available for both parish-
es at St. Bernard.  Fr. Gregory will be available from 5-
8pm and Fr. Jerry Berger will be available from 6-8pm.  
During Lent we will have an evening of Reconciliation 
for both parishes at Ascension.    

The Year of Mercy Begins December 8th 
2015 

 

When faced with the gravity of sin, God re-
sponds with the fullness of mercy.  Pope Francis Mis-
ericordiae Vultus #4 
 
It is not easy to entrust oneself to God's mer-
cy, because it is an abyss beyond our com-
prehension. But we must! ... "Oh, I am a great 
sinner!" "All the better! Go to Jesus: He likes 
you to tell him these things!" He forgets, He 
has a very special capacity for forgetting. He 
forgets, He kisses you, He embraces you and 
He simply says to you: "Neither do I condemn 
you; go, and sin no more" (Jn 8:11).    Pope Francis 
Homily on March 17, 2013 
 

“Someone may say: ‘I confess only to God.’ 
Yes, you can tell God: ‘Forgive me’, and say 
your sins,” he said. “But our sins are also 
against the brothers, against the Church, and 
for this it is necessary to ask forgiveness to 
the Church and to the brothers, in the person 
of the priest.” Pope Francis Feb. 19 2014 
 
How much do I know the fullness of God’s mercy? 
 
How much do I know the gravity of my sin? 
 
When was the last time you went to confession? 
 
Sin damages our relationship with God, others, and our-
selves.  Forgiveness strengthening these relationships. 
 
For the strengthening of our relationship with God, fami-
ly and fellow parishioners, I exhort all parishioners to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at our parish or 
at one nearby.  Here are our times: 
 

Dec. 16th 5-8pm at St. Bernard (Advent Evening of 
Reconciliation) 

Every Tuesday 5:40—6:10pm at Ascension (NEW!) 
Every Monday after 8am Mass at St. Bernard 
Every Saturday 4:15-4:45pm at Ascension 
Every Saturday 7:15-7:45pm at St. Bernard   

 
Next week I will include Confessions Resources in our 
bulletins.    
 
God’s mercy is greater than our misery! 
 
Fr. Gregory  

A reminder for all weekly bulletins: the deadline is 
noon on Tuesday. Ascension parish deadline is Monday at 
4PM.  
  
The bulletin is put together by volunteers at both Ascen-
sion and St. Bernard. Please respect their time by follow-
ing the deadlines. It makes the job go much more smooth-
ly. 
Thank You! 



 Church of St. Bernard                                         Cologne, MN                

The Adult Choir will practice on Dec 8, 15 and 22nd for 
the December and Christmas masses. All practices at 7 
pm.  
We will be singing on:  
Sunday Dec 6th at 10am 
Monday Dec 7th at 8pm (Immaculate Conception)  
Thursday Dec 24 at 8pm (Christmas) 

Thank you to all the parishioners who worked, made craft 
items, baked and participated in the Ladies Guild Annual 
Holiday Luncheon and Bazaar.  Of special note thank you 
to the workers: Carol Laumann, Connie Medenwaldt, El-
eanor Meuleners, Lynda Mellgren, Carrie Mijal, Linda 
Monson, Helen Nicklaus. Patsy Quinn, Shelley 
Machacek, Chelsey Meuleners, Doris Mielke, Sue Neu-
barth.  And deep felt gratitude for the following "angels" 
who said "I can help" Carol Hoen, Pat Wells, Vicki Arnst, 
Sandy Siegle.  Congratulations to: Raelynn Haan, grand-
daughter to Barb Knorr on winning our beautiful quilt 
made by our church quilting group. 

Thank you to all volunteers who maintain our beautiful 
grounds here at St. Bernard! Our gardens, our trees, our 
grass are all tended by volunteers. Their work creates 
beauty at every turn – we’re blessed to have such green 
thumbs in our parish.  Special thanks to those who mow 
the lawn and the cemetery. This is a generous commit-
ment of your time and a testimony to your respect for the 
perpetual care of our cemetery and our church grounds. 
Heartfelt thanks to all of you! 

Prayers: Your prayers are requested for the repose of the 
soul of Jeffery Wildung  who passed on Nov. 21st. May 
he rest in peace. 
Also prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of 
Ann (Stelten) Paloucek daughter of Lorna Stelten who 
passed away on November 18th.  May she rest in peace.  
Also prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of 
Eldrin “Eldie” Meyer who passed away on Nov. 22nd. He 
is the brother-in-law of Jim Meuwissen,  Bruce Meuwis-
sen, Joyce Schwartz, and Karen Shambour. May he rest in 
peace.  

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

MASS AT THE HARBOR 
Mass at The Harbor will be held the second Friday of each 

month at 10:15 am. All are welcome. 

Mass Times 
Beginning Dec. 15th the Ascension Mass on Tues will be at 
6:15 p.m. rather than 7:15 a.m.  There will also be confes-

sions from 5:40 – 6:10 p.m. before Mass. Will you also con-
sider volunteering as reader, server, sacristan or greeter for 

this Mass?  Please contact Cheryl Coyle  
or the office if you can assist. 

WORD OF LIFE 
 December 6th  

Second Sunday of Advent  
For all members of the Church:  

May our witness that every life is worth living  
help others to encounter the outstretched hands of God’s 

mercy;  We pray to the Lord:  

Retreat for Men Interested in the Priesthood 
Men interested in priesthood, between ages 18 and 40, are 
invited to a retreat December 18-20, 2015 from 6:30 p.m. 
on Friday until noon on Sunday at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buffalo. Your weekend stay will be in a private 
room with communal and private prayer, Eucharistic Ad-

oration, Mass and presentations by Bishop Andrew 
Cozzens, to help discern your vocation. 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass for the Holy Day of Obligation 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception will be held at Ascen-
sion at 7:00 am and 6:00 pm on December 8th  

Benedictine Sisters Christmas 
Celebrate Christmas with the Benedictine Sisters of St. 

Paul’s Monastery while raising essential funds for them and 
their Ministries. To make your holiday shopping easier, the 

Sisters and event volunteers put together an exceptional 
collection of gifts to choose from including:  

Silent Auction, Wine Wall, 
 Mystery Gifts, and Benedictine-themed stocking stuffers. 
Or pick up one of the Sister’s handmade ornaments, cards 

and more.  
Location site: http://www.stpaulsmonastery.org/  

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,408.60 
Contributions 11-18-27 through 11-24-15            3,250.56 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             62,818.62 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget             (12,874.78) 
 

Forward in Faith      
Envelope Income                                                    639.67  
Electronic Donations                                              100.00 
Forward in Faith Total                                         739.67 

Current report is on the next page 

Gifts for the Baby Jesus – Birthright   We are collect-
ing Gifts for the Baby Jesus, including winter snowsuits, 

sleepers, pajamas, diapers, wet wipes or items size In-
fant to size 2.  In general they do not need blankets.  The 
items will be given to Birthright at Hutchinson to assist 
mothers who are uncertain about their pregnancies dur-

ing a difficult time.  Gifts may be placed by Mary’s altar 
or around the crib during Advent through January 4th. 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 
December 7, 2015 through December 13, 2015 

 

LECTORS: Monday 8:00pm Julie Kleindl 
Saturday 8:00pm. Judy Glander                             
Sunday  10:00am.  Tom Kasel 

SERVERS:  Weekdays: Weekday Mass servers 
Monday 8pm Cassidy Jones & Jordan Machacek 
Saturday 8:00pm. Max Arganbright & Joe Lemmer  
Sunday  10:00am. Grace Wickenhauser &  
     Carli Cebulla  
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER    CUP MINISTERS 
Monday 8:00 pm  Mary Wickenhauser      
Sat.8pm John Eiden Mary Meuwissen &Carol Hoen 
Sunday   10:00am    Lori Kasel Judy Glander &  
     Denann Karels 

USHERS:Mon.8pm. Ralph Laumann  
     & Danny Hoen 
Sat. 8:00pm Ralph Laumann & Bob Rademacher  
Sunday 10:00am.  Vern Elke & Brian Vos  
GREETERS: Mon.8:00pm Marcy Wickenhauser  
Saturday 8:00pm.  Volunteer 
Sunday 10:00am.  Vern Elke 

GIFT BEARERS:  Monday 8:00pm. Volunteer 
Saturday  8:00pm.  Volunteers  
Sunday    10:00am.  Volunteers 
MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday  Dec.   5    8:00pm.  People of the Parish 
Sunday     Dec.   6  10:00am.  †Alex, Clara, Donald     
        & Ronald Storms and Judy Pjahn  
Monday    Dec.   7    8:00pm.  Michael, Andy & Joe 
Tuesday    Dec.   8                    No Mass 
Wednesday Dec. 9    8:00am.  †Leonard Meuleners 
Thursday   Dec.  10                  No Mass   
Friday        Dec.  11                  No Mass 
Saturday    Dec.  12   8:00pm.  People of the Parish 
Sunday       Dec.  13 10:00am.  D.F. Family  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 

December 16th 5-8pm  

Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for Week                                                   3,408.60 
Contributions 11-25-27 through 11-30-15            2,170.75 
Total Actual Collection YTD                             64,989.37 
YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget             (14,112.63) 
 

Forward in Faith      
Envelope Income                                                     230.00 
Electronic Donations                                                 - 0- 
Forward in Faith Total                                         230.00 



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 7 through December 13  
 

SERVERS: 
Sat.  5:00 pm:    Lucas Urness, Tony Simons 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Bennet Molva, Hayden Molva 
Dec. 8-mmaculate Conception 6:00 pm:    
           Emma Dettmann, Joe Lemmer  
LECTORS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Jean Schmitz 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Brian Willems 
Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm: Cathleen  
         Williams 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Sat.  5:00 pm:   Carol Donnay 
Sun. 8:00 am:   Lisa Whitaker 
 Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm: Steve  
             Lemmer   
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Dec. 6:      Colleen & Jerry Milz 
Dec. 13:    Anita & Michael Harrison 
 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteer & Michael Schwichtenberg 
Sunday 8:00 am: Bill Dvorak & Tom Fahey 
SACRISTAN: 
Sat.  5:00 pm:    Sherri Witte 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Kathy Kloempken 
Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm:  Pam Stoks       
GREETERS: 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Pat Johnson  
Sun. 8:00 am:  Jan Pouliot 
Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm:  Sheila Hart  
 

 MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS 
Monday      Dec. 7                   No Mass 
Tues.           Dec. 8 7:00 am     Marvin Cebulla † 
Tues.           Dec. 8  6:00 pm    All Parishioners 
Wednesday Dec. 9                    No Mass 
Thursday    Dec. 10                  No Mass 
Friday         Dec. 11 7:15 am    Joe Koppi † 
Sat.              Dec. 12  5:00 pm   Dolores Goodrich  †   
Sunday        Dec. 13 8:00 am    All Parishioners 

 Weekly Collection Report 
Totals for November 22 & 29, 2015 

 
Weekly Operating Budget:                    $5,926.00 
Contributions:                         $5,070.05 
E-Giving:                                                 $375.00 
Weekly Budget YTD:                             $65,186.00 
Actual Collection YTD:                         $58,498.62 
YTD Collected Over (Under) Budget   ($6,687.38) 
Capital Improvement Envelopes:         $125.00 
Capital Improvement-E-Giving:           $    —- 
Capital Improvement YTD:                  $3,925.00 
Food Shelf:                                              $1,092.00 
CCHD:                                                     $974.00 
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