
 

212 Church St. East 
Cologne, MN  55322 323 Reform St. North 

Norwood Young America, MN  55368 Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031 
   Fax ………………….…..952-466-3319 
   Parish Information E-mail: 
           parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Bookkeeper E-mail: 
        bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 
    Bulletin E-mail:  
               bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
   School Building ………952-466-5917 
   Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org 
   Convent ………………...952-466-5620 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tues             
day & Friday 9am-2pm. 
 

Trustees 
   Leonard Hoen …...……...952-466-2088 
   Andrew Kleindl.……...…952-442-9282 
 

  Finance Council Chairperson   
    Bernie J. Shambour…… 952-466-5928 
   

Parish Council Chairperson 

   Carol Symanitz……….…651-331-8665 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
 FaithFormation@ st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

Ladies Guild President 
   Monica Kooiman ………952-466-5769 
 

Prayer Chain 
  Patsy Quinn….. …………952-466-3304 
  Lori Kasel ..lori.kasel@embarqmail.com 
 

Adoration Coordinator 
   Helen Nicklaus …………952-466-2000 
 

Catholic United Financial  
   Helen Hilgers ………..…952-466-5567 

 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

Contact Information 
   Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor 
   Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351  
   Website ……www.ascensionnya.org 
Email:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues., 
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.   
Trustees 
   Gary Widmer ………….952-467-3082 
   John (Jack) Lano .……..952-467-3765 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 
  Brian Willems ….……...952-467-9654 
 

Communion for Homebound 
   Rita Fahey……………..952-467-6478 
 

DRE for 6th—10th Grades 
   Julie Kleindl…………...952-807-3522 
 

DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades 
   Kara Wickenhauser……952-466-4719 
 

Prayer Chain 
   Carol Donnay …………952-467-2183 
   Lucy Kostecka ………..952-467-2576 
    E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com 
Adoration Coordinator 
   Jan Johnson……………952-412-4900 
Music Liturgy 
   Marilee Widmer  ……..952-467-3082 
Social Hall Bookings 
   Parish Office …..………952-467-3351 
Catholic United Financial 
   Dennis Stoks …………952-240-5001 
Knights of Columbus-Grand 
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 

 

 

   Bulletin Co-editors 
    Patricia Quinn……….……..952-466-3304 
    E-mail …bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
 

    David Dettmann …………...952-467-2268 
    E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com 

    Joint Bulletin published weekly at: 
www.ascensionnya.org &  

www.st-bernard-cologne.org 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptisms:  

By appointment. 
Marriage Arrangements 

   The couple should contact the priest as 
soon as they become engaged.  

They must meet with the priest twice before 
setting a marriage date. These two meetings 
need to be completed 6 months before the 

proposed date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Ascension—Tues. 5:40-6:05 pm 
Sat. 4:15—4:45 pm.                                                         

 

  St. Bernard  —Mon. 8:30 am. 
              Sat. 7:15—7:45 pm. 
Additionally by appointment. 

Communion for Homebound  
 Call parish office. 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am. 

Weekday –Tuesday & Friday 7:15 am.  
 

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.  
Weekday–Monday &  Wednesday  8:00 am.  

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY and  JOSEPH – DECEMBER 27, 2015 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
For the week of Dec. 27, 2015 –Jan. 2, 2016 

12/27 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph: Sir 3:2-6,12-14 * Ps 128:1-2,3,4-5 * Col 3:12-
21 * Lk 2:41-52. 
12/28 The Holy Innocents:   1 Jn 1:5—2:2 *  Ps 
124:2-3,4-5,7-8 *  Mt 2:13-18. 
12/29 (St. Thomas Becket): 1 Jn 2:3-11 * Ps 96:1-
2,2-3,5-6  *  Lk 2:22-35. 
12/30: 1 Jn 2:12-17 * Ps 96-7-8,8-9,10 * Lk 2:36-
40.   
12/31 (St. Sylvester I): 1 Jn 2:18-21 *  Ps 96:1-2,11-
12,13 *  Jn 1:1-18.    
1/1/16 Mary, the Holy Mother of God: Nm 6:22-
27 * Ps 67:2-3,5,6,8 * Gal 4:4-7 * Lk 2:16-21.  
1/2 Sts. Basil and Gregory Nazianzen: 1 Jn 2:22-
28 *  Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4 * Jn 1:19-28.   
Copyright 2015 by Creative Communications for the 
Parish. Used with permission. 



 CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION 
AND  ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Dec. 29-At Ascension: Mass at 6:15 
pm with confessions from 5:40 pm to 
6:10 pm 
Dec. 31-At Ascension-No Adoration  
Dec. 31-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s 
for the  Feast of Mary, Mother of God. 
A Holy Day of Obligation . 
Jan. 1-8:00 am-Mass at Ascension for 
the Feast of Mary, Mother of God. A 
Holy Day of Obligation. 
Jan. 1 –10:00 am.—Mass at St. Ber-
nard for the Feast f Mary, Mother of 
God. A Holy Day of Obligation. 
Jan. 6-At St. Bernard. After the 8:00 
a.m. Mass until 8:00 pm. Eucharistic 
Adoration. 
Feb. 10-At Ascension-Ash Wednesday 
Mass at 6:00 pm. 
Feb. 10-At St. Bernard-Ash Wednes-
day Mass at 7:30 pm.  

Open the Door to God, Listening with 
Compassion in the Year of Mercy 

 
When: Friday, January 29, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. and Sat-
urday, January 30, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 
Where: Sisters of St. Joseph Provincial House, 1880 
Randolph Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 
 
What: Experience a variety of prayer forms and take 
time to discern next steps in your life (work, relation-
ships, religious life, volun¬teerism, vocation, creativ-
ity). Women and men 18-50 years old are welcome. 
For more information and to register, visit 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/OpenTheDoorIII 
 
Cost: $25; $35 overnight (optional) 
 
Contact: Sister Mary Swanson, SSND, mswan-
son@ssnd.org or 414-305-9011 

 
JMJ 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 
JOSPEH LOVED MARY--sought her out, court-
ed her, was attracted to her with the deepest of 
affection, was set to marry her.  “….his [Jesus’] 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph…” 
 
JOSEPH, STUNNED & PERPLEXED HAD ALL 
KINDS OF EMOTIONS RACE THROUGH 
HIM.  “…before they lived together, she was 
found with child…” 
 
JOSEPH UPHELD THE DIGNITY OF MARY.  
“…unwilling to expose her to shame, [he] decid-
ed to divorce her quietly.” 
 
JOSEPH LISTENED TO GOD.    “…Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. For it is through the holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.” 
 
JOSEPH OBEYED GOD.  “…he did as the angel 
of the Lord had commanded him and took his 
wife into his home.” 
 
JOSEPH NAMED THE CHILD.   “…and he 
named him Jesus.” 
 
 

What's Pope Francis' secret? (St. Joseph) 
 

"I would like to tell you something very person-
al. I like St Joseph very much. He is a strong 
man of silence. On my desk I have a statue of 
St Joseph sleeping. While sleeping he looks af-
ter the Church. Yes, he can do it! We know that. 
When I have a problem or a difficulty, I write on 
a piece of paper and I put it under his statue so 
he can dream about it. This means please pray 
to St Joseph for this problem." ~Pope Francis 

 
St. Joseph, patron saint of fathers, pray for us! 
 
Fr. Gregory  



 Church of St. Bernard                                         Cologne, MN                

Stewardship of Treasure  
Due to the early deadline for this bulletin the Stewardship 
of Treasure will be reported in the next bulletin. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Jubilee Of Families 2015 
 “Christian families make the threshold of their homes 
a great sign of the Door of Mercy and welcome of 
God.” - 
    Pope Francis,  Audience 11-2015 
 

The Jubilee of Families, one of the moments of the year
-long Jubilee of Mercy, will take place on Sunday, De-
cember 27, 2015, the feast of the Holy Family. Go to 
usccb.org website and click on December 27 ; The Ju-
bilee of Families for resources and suggestions for your 
family on the Jubilee day or any time during the Jubilee 
year.  

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday, January 6, 2016,  
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 p.m. 

Please sign up at the Scrip table for an hour or half hour 
til the sheet is full.  January 6th is the traditional Feast 
of the Three Kings. Let us join their journey and spend 
some time with Jesus in the Eucharist.  Joy To The 
World!  Let us pray for its safety. 

Adoration is the first attitude of man acknowledging 
that he is a creature before his Creator. It exalts the 
greatness of the Lord who made us and the almighty 
power of the Savior who sets us free from evil. Adora-
tion is homage of the spirit to the "King of Glory," re-
spectful silence in the presence of the "ever greater" 
God. Adoration of the thrice-holy and sovereign God of 
love blends with humility and gives assurance to our 
supplications. 
     —Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2628 

Church of the Ascension      Norwood Young America, MN                    

MASS AT THE HARBOR 
Mass at The Harbor will be held the second Friday of 

each month at 10:15 am. All are welcome. 

Gifts for the Baby Jesus – Birthright   
 We are collecting Gifts for the Baby Jesus, including 

winter snowsuits, sleepers, pajamas, diapers, wet wipes or 
items size Infant to size 2.  In general they do not need 

blankets.  The items will be given to Birthright at 
Hutchinson to assist mothers who are uncertain about 
their pregnancies during a difficult time.  Gifts may be 

placed by Mary’s altar or around the crib during Advent 
through January 4th 

 December 27th  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

For parents:  
May their example of  

sacrificial and life-giving love  
be a source of hope and inspiration;  

We pray to the Lord:  

Adoration 
By Papal Decree (6-1-91) it was made emphatically clear 

that the Church permits and wholeheartedly  
encourages adoration of the exposed Blessed Sacrament 

in all parishes.  We are blessed to have Eucharistic  
Adoration in our parish each Thursday.  We need  

someone to take the 10 – 11 a.m. and the 1 – 2 p.m. hour 
each week.  You will find it is warm, personal, intimate 
time with Jesus.  Please call 952-412-4900 if you need 

more information or wish to volunteer. 

Parish Bookkeeper/Office Assistant 
The Church of the Ascension, NYA MN has an immediate 

opening for Bookkeeper/Office Assistant 30+ hours per week.  
This position is responsible for bookkeeping, general office 
coordination, Safe Environment requirements, file mainte-

nance, and as a resource for  
parishioners while working closely with the Parish  
Business Administrator and Pastor.  Qualifications 

 include prior office experience, demonstrated  
proficiency in MS Office programs, accounting skills, 

 including payroll, and the ability to multi-task.  
It is preferred that the candidate has 2 years 

bookkeeping/accounting or relevant education and that the 
candidate is a practicing Catholic. 

Please mail / email a cover letter and resume to  
ascensionNYA@embarqmail.com or 

Ascension Church 
323 N. Reform St. 

    Norwood, MN 55368    
 no later than Jan. 9, 2016. 

ADORATION 
There will be no Adoration held on Thursday De-

cember 31st  

Prayer For Families 
We bless your name, O Lord, 

for sending your own incarnate Son, 
to become part of a family, 
so that, as he lived its life, 

he would experience its worries and its joys. 
We ask  you, Lord, 

to protect and watch over this family, 
so that in the strength of your grace 
its members may enjoy prosperity, 

possess the priceless gift of your peace, 
and, as the Church alive in the home, 

bear witness in this world to your glory. 
We ask this thought Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
—from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers. 



 CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD   
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME   

AND LITURGY SCHEDULE 
December 28, 2015 through January 3, 2016 

 

LECTORS: Dec. 31st. 8pm. Tom Wickenhauser 
January 1st 10am. Rob Wickenhauser 
Saturday 8:00pm.   Sarah Foley                            
Sunday  10:00am.    Lori Kasel 
 

SERVERS:  Weekdays: Volunteers 
Dec. 31st 8pm. Amy Wickenhauser &  
               Corin Schwartz 
Jan. 1-10am. Conner Terfehr & Ben Wickenhauser 
Saturday 8:00pm. Brett & Jared Kleindl 
Sunday     10am. Jordan Machacek & Carli Cebulla  
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  CUP MINISTERS 
Dec. 31st 8pm Volunteers for host & cup 
Jan. 1st 10am. Darin Feist  John Eiden &  
     Helen Nicklaus 
Saturday 8:00pm       Irene Drees 
Sunday   10:00am     Julie Clemensen 
 

USHERS: Dec.31st-8pm.  Ralph Laumann &  
         Danny Hoen 
Jan. 1st 10:00am. Vern Elke & Bob Symanitz 
Sat.       8:00pm  Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens  
Sunday 10:00am.  Vern Elke & Brian Vos 
 

GREETERS: Dec. 31st. 8pm. Volunteer 
Jan. 1st 10am.  Volunteer 
Saturday 8:00pm.  Marcy Wickenhauser 
Sunday 10:00am.   Eileen Fasching 
 

GIFT BEARERS:  Dec. 31st 8pm. Volunteers 
Jan. 1st. 10am.   Volunteers 
Saturday  8:00pm.  Volunteers  
Sunday    10:00am.  Volunteers 
 

MASS SCHEDULE                  INTENTIONS: 
Saturday  Dec.   26    8:00pm.  †Earl & Rita Peters 
Sunday     Dec.   27  10:00am.  People of the Parish 
Monday    Dec.   28   8:00am.  Triumph of the  
                 Crucified Innoncence 
Tuesday    Dec.   29                   No Mass 
Wednesday Dec. 30  8am.†Leonore & Shiela  
      Wolter 
Thursday   Dec.  31   8:00pm   People of the Parish            
Friday        Jan     1         No Mass 
Saturday    Jan.    2   8:00pm.  †Mike Schneider  
Sunday       Jan.    3 10:00am.  People of the Parish 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monday  8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m. 



 CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
STEWARSHIP OF TIME 

 December 28 through January 3  
 

SERVERS: 
Fri. Jan. 1 8:00 am: Nick Holliday, Kennedy Pexa  
Sat.  5:00 pm:     Emma Dettmann, Lucas Urness 
Sun. 8:00 am:     Bennet Molva, Hayden Molva 
 
LECTORS: 
Fri. Jan. 1 8:00 am: Amy Gallus 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Cathleen Williams 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Dale Lemmer 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
Fri. Jan. 1 8:00 am: Joe Weckman 
Sat.  5:00 pm:    Deb Prchal 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Steve Coyle 
      
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Dec. 27 8:00 am:    Steve and Tamara Lemmer 
Jan. 3 8:00 am:      Rich & Sue Tellers 
 
USHERS FOR JANUARY 
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteers 
Sunday 8:00 am: Volunteers 
 
SACRISTAN: 
Fri. Jan. 1 8:00 am: Pat Clark 
Sat.  5:00 pm:    Pam Stoks 
Sun. 8:00 am:    Brian Willems   
           
GREETERS: 
Fri. Jan. 1 8:00 am:  Jan Pouliot 
Sat. 5:00 pm:   Pat Johnson 
Sun. 8:00 am:  Sue Schultz 
       
 MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS 
Monday      Dec. 28                     No Mass 
Tues.        Dec. 29  6:15 pm Rev. James C. Zappa † 
Wednesday Dec. 30                    No Mass 
Thursday    Dec. 31                    No Mass  . 
Friday         Jan. 1    8:00 am Rev. John F. Riley  † 
Sat.              Jan. 2    5:00 pm     Jerome Fischer †  
Sunday       Jan. 3     8:00 am     All Parishioners 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Weekly Collection Report 
Totals for December 20, 2015 

Due to the early bulletin deadlines there will not 
be a collection report this week.  
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