ST. BERNARD

Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWww.ascensionnya.org
Email:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees

Gary Widmer ............. 952-467-3082

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Parish Council Chairperson

Brian Willems .............952-467-9654
Communion for Homebound

Rita Fahey................. 952-467-6478
DRE for 6th—10th Grades

Julie KleindL............... 952-807-3522

DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser...... 952-466-4719

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com
Adoration Coordinator

Jan Johnson............... 952-412-4900
Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Catholic United Financial

Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001
Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms:
By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months before the
proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension—Tues. 5:40-6:05 pm
Sat. 4:15—4:45 pm.

St. Bernard —Mon. 8:30 am.
Sat. 7:15—7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.
Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Weekday —Tuesday & Friday 7:15 am.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.

Weekday—Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com
Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

SCRIPTURE READINGS

For the week of Dec. 20, 2015 —Dec. 26, 2015
12/20 Fourth Sunday of Advent: Mi 5:1-4a * Ps
80:2-3,15-16,18-19 * Heb 10:5-10 * Lk 1:39-45.
12/21 (St. Peter Canisus): Sg2:8-14 or Zep 3:14
-18a * Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21 * Lk 1:39-45.
12/22: 1 Sm 1:24-28 * 1 Sm 2:1,4-5,6-7,8 * Lk
1:46-56.
12/23 (St. John of Kanty): Mal 3:1-4,23-24 * Ps
25:4-5,8-9,10,14 * Lk 1:57-66.
12/24: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 * Ps 89:2-3,4-
5,27,29 * Lk 1:67-79.
12/25 The Nativity of the Lord: Is 8:1-6* Ps
96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13 * Ti 2:11-14 * Lk 2:1-14.
12/26 St. Stephen: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 * Ps
31:3-4,6,8,1617 * Mt 10:17-22.
Copyright 2015 by Creative Communications for
the Parish. Used with permission.

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031
Fax .c.coooviiiiiiiiiiin 952-466-3319
Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bulletin E-mail:
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
School Building ......... 952-466-5917
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org
Convent ..................... 952-466-5620

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tues
day & Friday 9am-2pm.

Trustees
Leonard Hoen ...............952-466-2088
Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282

Finance Council Chairperson
Bernie J. Shambour...... 952-466-5928

Parish Council Chairperson
Carol Symanitz............. 651-331-8665

Faith Formation Coordinator
FaithFormation@ st-bernard-cologne.org

Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain
Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ..lori.kasel@embargmail.com

Adoration Coordinator

Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000
Catholic United Financial
Helen Hilgers .............. 952-466-5567

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 20, 2015



MERRY CHRISTMAS!
MOTHERHOOD—A unique bond
I’ve never been pregnant. Never will be.

Over half of us have never been pregnant, and never
will be.

What’s that experience like? Must be pretty inti-
mate, that connection between mother and child, and
child and mother.

Nine months together, mother and child—child with-
in mother! I guess you could say that in so many
ways, they are one.

Where mom goes, baby goes. What mom eats, baby
eats. The air mom breathes in, baby takes in. As
baby develops, mom develops. Mom is uncomforta-
ble as baby grows---growing pains! Mom supplies
all of babies’ growing needs. Mom and baby seem
to share everything. They are one. How mom must
love baby!

Mother and child. How profound that bond that
must be! How well mother must know her child.
Before the world gets to know little junior, mom
knows him. And unlike the world, mom somehow
knows him from the “inside out.” No one knows
him like mom.

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your

womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.” Luke
1:30, 31

Ah, this most profound connection between mother
and child gives us a glimpse into why we as Catho-
lics esteem Mary so highly, why we fly to her Pat-
ronage so readily, in order to get to know and love
her Son more intensely!

Mary, mother of my savior, pray for me!

Fr. Gregory

The Virgin Mary is the “path” that God Himself has pre-
pared to come into the world. Let us entrust to Her the
expectation of salvation and peace for all men and wom-
en of our time. Pope Francis

CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION

AN
<—_</" AND ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

December 22nd EARLY DEADLINE
FOR THE BULLETIN: at noon for the
January 2/3rd bulletin. (New Years’)
Dec. 22-At Ascension-Mass at 6:15pm with
confessions from 5:40-6:10 pm.

Dec. 24-At Ascension-Eucharistic Adoration
from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Mass times--
Ascension at 5:00 pm (Cantata begins at
4:30 pm) and St. Bernard at 8:00 pm.

Dec. 25-Christmas Day Mass times—
Ascension at 8:00 am and St. Bernard at
10:00 am.

Dec. 31-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s for
the Feast of Mary, Mother of God. A Holy
Day of Obligation

Jan. 1-8:00 am-Mass at Ascension for the
Feast of Mary, Mother of God. A Holy Day
of Obligation.

Jan. 6-At St. Bernard. After the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 8:00 pm. Eucharistic Adoration.
Feb. 10-At Ascension-Ash Wednesday Mass
at 6:00 pm.

National Migration Week 2016
January 3-9, 2016

A Stranger and You Welcomed Me

In the Gospel of Matthew (25:35) tells his disciples, "I
was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and
you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you wel-
comed me." The call to welcome the stranger plays
an important role in the lives of faithful Christians and
has a particularly central place for those of us who
work in the migration field. The migrant, who moves
from one country to another is truly a stranger in the
midst. Often unfamiliar with the local tongue of the
new country, not to mention its customs, the migrant
needs the support of local communities so that she
can better adjust to her new surroundings. National
Migration Week 2016 picks up on the theme of wel-
come and, in doing so, calls on each of us to wel-
come the stranger among us.

- - Taken from the USCCB.org website




Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Gifts for the Baby Jesus — Birthright

We are collecting Gifts for the Baby Jesus, including win-
ter snowsuits, sleepers, pajamas, diapers, wet wipes or items

size Infant to size 2. In general they do not need blankets.
The items will be given to Birthright at Hutchinson to assist
mothers who are uncertain about their pregnancies during a

difficult time. Gifts may be placed by Mary’s altar or
around the crib during Advent through January 4"

There will be regular Eucharistic Adoration on
Christmas Eve from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All parishioners are
invited to participate during this time for a few minutes or

longer on this special day.

Parish Bookkeeper/Office Assistant
The Church of the Ascension, NYA MN has an immediate
opening for Bookkeeper/Office Assistant 30+ hours per
week. This position is responsible for bookkeeping, general
office coordination, Safe Environment requirements,
file maintenance, and as a resource for
parishioners while working closely with the Parish
Business Administrator and Pastor. Qualifications
include prior office experience, demonstrated
proficiency in MS Office programs, accounting skills,
including payroll, and the ability to multi-task.

It is preferred that the candidate has 2 years
bookkeeping/accounting or relevant education and that the
candidate is a practicing Catholic.

Please mail / email a cover letter and resume to
ascensionNY A@embargmail.com or
Ascension Church
323 N. Reform St.

Norwood, MN 55368
no later than Jan. 9, 2016.

KC Christmas Party
December 20th at 6:00 pm
At Ascension Church
This will be POTLUCK style. Last name beginning with
A-L = Please bring a Main dish to share.
If M-Z = Please bring a Salad or Dessert.

Adoration
By Papal Decree (6-1-91) it was made emphatically clear
that the Church permits and wholeheartedly
encourages adoration of the exposed Blessed Sacrament
in all parishes. We are blessed to have Eucharistic
Adoration in our parish each Thursday. We need
someone to take the 10 — 11 a.m. and the 1 — 2 p.m. hour
each week. You will find it is warm, personal, intimate
time with Jesus. Please call 952-412-4900 if you need
more information or wish to volunteer.

December 20th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
For married couples who long to welcome a child into
their family: May the coming of the Christ Child bring
hope and peace; We pray to the Lord:

Cologne, MN

| Church of St. Bernard

The Adult Choir will practice on Dec 22nd for the
December and Christmas masses. All practices at 7 pm.
We will be singing on:

Thursday Dec 24 at 8pm (Christmas)

Thank you to all—who so generously donated items
for our Mitten tree.

Our Mitten tree was decorated with the following
items:
38 pairs of Mittens and Gloves
38 Hats
3 Scarves
16 pairs of Socks
1 Pajamas
1 Blanket
3 pairs of booties (Slippers)
3 tooth brushes and 1 tube of tooth paste
3 matching sets of Caps & Gloves
2 Mans’ baseball caps
5 Jackets and 1 Sweatshirt.
The above items were delivered to the West Carver
County Food Shelf on Tuesday so that they could be
included with their annual Christmas Toy distribution
Again thank you all for your generous donations and
Thank you to Doreen Walter who delivered the items
to the Food Shelf.

Jubilee Year of Mercy
How can we show others the mercy of God? We say
that God is compassionate, but we ignore the poor.
We say that God loves us and has mercy on us, but
we hold grudges against our friends. Our actions need
to authentically reflect God's mercy. Go to the
usccb.org website and click on Jubilee Year of Mercy
to explore the different ways that you can live out
that mercy every day!

i Stewardship of Treasure

' Budget for Week 4,178.00 |
i Contributions 12-09-27 through 12-15-15 5,028.00 i
iTotal Actual Collection YTD 74,858.87 !
'YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget (12,599.13) i
i Forward in Faith i
iEnvelope Income 645.00 |
| Electronic Donations 00.00

645.00 !



CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 21, 2015 through December 27, 2015

LECTORS: Dec. 24th 8pm. Roger Storms
December 25th 10am Mary Stu Thaemert
Saturday 8:00pm. Greg Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am. David Hoen

SERVERS: Weekdays: Dec. 24th 8pm Brett &
Jared Kleindl
Dec. 25th 10 am. April & Greta & Holly Feist
Saturday 8:00pm. Max Arganbright & Joe Lemmer
Sunday 10:00am. Brenna & Cassidy Jones

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER CUP MINISTERS
Dec. 24th 8pm Andy Kleindl Sue Neubarth &
Irene Drees
Dec. 25th 10am FEileen Fasching Pam Kunkle
& Mary Sue Thaemert
Saturday 8:00pm Andy Kleindl
Sunday 10:00am Sarah Foley

USHERS: Dec.24-8pm. Ralph Laumann &

Danny Hoen
Dec. 25th 10 am. Vern Elke & Leo Willems
Sat. 8:00pm Ralph Laumann & Bob Rademacher
Sunday 10:00am. Vern Elke & Bob Wickenhauser

GREETERS: Dec. 24th 8pm. Volunteer
Dec. 25th 10 am. Brian Vos

Saturday 8:00pm. Marcy Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am. Vern Elke

GIFT BEARERS: Dec. 24th 8pm. Volunteers
Dec. 25th 10 am. Volunteer

Saturday 8:00pm. Volunteers

Sunday 10:00am. Volunteers

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec. 19 8:00pm. TArt Hilgers
Sunday Dec. 20 10:00am. People of the Parish
Monday Dec. 21 8:00am. {Fr. Gerald Keefe
Tuesday Dec. 22 No Mass
Wednesday Dec. 23 8am.{Godfrey (Fritz) Widmer
Thursday Dec. 24 8:00pm {Phillip Shambour
Friday Dec. 25 10:00am People of the Parish
Saturday Dec. 26 8:00pm. fEarl & Rita Peters
Sunday  Dec. 27 10:00am. People of the Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday 8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m.




CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 21 through December 27

SERVERS:

Dec. 24 5:00 pm: Dan Whitaker, Karl Dettmann
Dec. 25 8:00 am: Zach Gallus, Adeline Willems
Sat. 5:00 pm: Jacob Simons, Joe Lemmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Kennedy Pexa, Haley Buckentin

LECTORS:

Dec. 24 5:00 pm: Joe Lemmer
Dec. 25 8:00 am: Rita Fahey
Sat. 5:00 pm: Norm Willems
Sun. 8:00 am: Dale Lemmer

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Dec. 24 5:00 pm: Bill Hart, Pam Stoks, Sue Tellers,
Cathleen Williams
Dec. 25 8:00 am: Betty O’Neil, Steve Coyle, Amy Gallus,
Cheryl Coyle
Sat. 5:00 pm: Steve Helget
Sun. 8:00 am: Sue Tellers

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
Dec. 20 5:00 pm:  Ann Fitz, Teresa Hartman
Dec. 25 8:00 am:  Anita and Michael Harrison
Dec. 27 8:00 am:  Steve and Tamara Lemmer

USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteer & Michael Schwichtenberg
Sunday 8:00 am: Bill Dvorak & Tom Fahey

SACRISTAN:

Dec. 24 5:00 pm: Pam Stoks
Dec. 25 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle
Sat. 5:00 pm: Cheryl Coyle
Sun. 8:00 am: Brian Willems

GREETERS:

Dec. 24 5:00 pm: Ann Dettmann
Dec. 25 8:00 am: Betty O’Neil
Sat. 5:00 pm: Sheila Hart

Sun. 8:00 am: Lisa Whitaker

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS

Monday Dec. 21 No Mass
Tues. Dec. 22 6:15pm  Doris van der Hagen
Wednesday Dec. 23 No Mass

Thursday Dec.24 5:00 pm Fr. Ron Harrer, O.M.I.
Friday Dec. 25 8:00 am Willis & Marie Neutgens 7
Sat. Dec. 26 5:00 pm Clarence Green f
Sunday Dec. 27 8:00 am  All Parishioners

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for December 13, 2015

Weekly Operating Budget: $2,963.00
Contributions: $4,537.00
E-Giving: $25.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $71, 112.00
Actual Collection YTD: $65, 652.52
YTD Collected Over (Under) Budget ($5,459.48)
Capital Improvement Envelopes: $110.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $ —
Capital Improvement YTD: $4,155.00

Religious Retirement: $861.00
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