ST. BERNARD

Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWww.ascensionnya.org
Email:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees

Gary Widmer ............. 952-467-3082

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Parish Council Chairperson

Brian Willems .............952-467-9654
Communion for Homebound

Rita Fahey................. 952-467-6478
DRE for 6th—10th Grades

Julie KleindL............... 952-807-3522

DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser...... 952-466-4719

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com
Adoration Coordinator

Jan Johnson............... 952-412-4900
Music Liturgy

Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082
Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351

Catholic United Financial
Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001
Knights of Columbus-Grand

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms:
By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months before the
proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension—Tues. 5:40-6:05 pm
Sat. 4:15—4:45 pm.

St. Bernard —Mon. 8:30 am.
Sat. 7:15—7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.
Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Weekday —Tuesday & Friday 7:15 am.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8 pm. Sun. 10am.
Weekday—Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com
Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

SCRIPTURE READINGS
For the week of Dec. 13, 2015 —Dec. 19, 2015
12/13 Third Sunday of Advent: Zep 3:14-18a
*Is 12:2-3,4,5-6 * Phil 4:4-7 * Lk 3:10-18.
12/14 St. John of the Cross: Nm 24:2-47,15-
17a * Ps 25:4-5,6-7,8-9 * Mt 21:23-27.
12/15: Zep 3:1-2,9-13 * Ps 34:2-3,6-7,17-
18,19,23 * Mt 21:28-32.
12/16: Is 45:6b-8,18,21b-25 * Ps 85:9,10,11-
12,13-14* Lk 7:18b-23.
12/17: Gn 49:2,8-10 * Ps 72:1-2,3-4,7-8,17 *
Mt 1:1-17.
12/18: Jer 23:5-8 * Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19 * Mt
1:18-25.
12/19: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a * Ps 71:3-4,5-6,16-17
* Lk 1:5-25.
Copyright 2015 by Creative Communications

Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611 | for the Parish. Used with permission.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 13, 2015

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031
Fax .c.coooviiiiiiiiiiin 952-466-3319
Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bulletin E-mail:
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
School Building ......... 952-466-5917
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org
Convent ..................... 952-466-5620

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tues
day & Friday 9am-2pm.

Trustees
Leonard Hoen ...............952-466-2088
Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282

Finance Council Chairperson
Bernie J. Shambour...... 952-466-5928

Parish Council Chairperson
Carol Symanitz............. 651-331-8665

Faith Formation Coordinator
FaithFormation@ st-bernard-cologne.org

Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain
Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ..lori.kasel@embargmail.com

Adoration Coordinator

Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000
Catholic United Financial
Helen Hilgers .............. 952-466-5567




Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Inauguration of the Jubilee of Mercy

8 December 2015

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In a few moments I will have the joy of
opening the Holy Door of Mercy. We carry
out this act, so simple yet so highly sym-
bolic, in the light of the word of God
which we have just heard. That word
highlights the primacy of grace. Again and
again these readings make us think of
the words by which the angel Gabriel told
an astonished young girl of the mystery
which was about to enfold her: “Hail, full
of grace” (Lk 1:28).

The Virgin Mary was called to rejoice
above all because of what the Lord ac-
complished in her. God’s grace enfolded
her and made her worthy of becoming
the Mother of Christ. When Gabriel en-
tered her home, even the most profound
and impenetrable of mysteries became
for her a cause for joy, faith and aban-
donment to the message revealed to
her. The fullness of grace can transform the human
heart and enable it to do something so
great as to change the course of human
history.

The feast of the Immaculate Conception express-
es the grandeur of God’s love. Not only does he
forgive sin, but in Mary he even averts the origi-
nal sin present in every man and woman who
comes into this world. This is the love of God which
precedes, anticipates and saves.

CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION

AN
<—_</" AND ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Dec. 13 At St. Bernard-decorating for Christmas
after the 10am Mass. All are welcome to help.

Dec. 15-At Ascension-Mass at 6:15pm with confes-
sions from 5:40-6:10 pm.

Dec. 16-Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Bernard
for both parishes from 5:00-8:00 pm

Dec. 17-At Ascension-Eucharistic Adoration 8:00
am to 8:00 pm

December 17th EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE
BULLETIN: at noon for the December 26/27th
bulletin. (Christmas)

December 22nd EARLY DEADLINE FOR THE
BULLETIN: at noon for the January 2/3rd bulle-
tin. (New Years’)

Dec. 22-At Ascension-Mass at 6:15pm with confes-
sions from 5:40-6:10 pm.

Dec. 24-At Ascension-Eucharistic Adoration from
8:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Mass times--Ascension at
5:00 pm (Cantata begins at 4:30 pm) and St. Bernard
at 8:00 pm.

Dec. 25-Christmas Day Mass times—Ascension at
8:00 am and St. Bernard at 10:00 am.

Dec. 31-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s for the Feast
of Mary, Mother of God. A Holy Day of Obligation
Jan. 1-8:00 am-Mass at Ascension for the Feast of
Mary, Mother of God. A Holy Day of Obligation.
Feb. 10-At Ascension-Ash Wednesday Mass at 6:00
pm.

EXPERIENCE GOD'S MERCY
Sin weighs us down, separates us from God and from one

another, and weakens our parishes. Forgiveness lifts us
up, unites us to God and to one another and strengthens
our parishes. Wednesday, December 16th 5-8pm the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation will be available for both parish-
es at St. Bernard. Fr. Gregory will be available from 5-
8pm and Fr. Jerry Berger will be available from 6-8pm.
During Lent we will have an evening of Reconciliation
for both parishes at Ascension.

For all weekly bulletins: the deadline is noon on Tues-
day. Ascension parish deadline is Monday at 4PM. Early
deadlines for this week are listed above in the calen-
dar.

The bulletin is put together by volunteers at both Ascen-
sion and St. Bernard. Please respect their time by follow-
ing the deadlines. It makes the job go much more smooth-
ly. Thank You!



Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

WORD OF LIFE
December 13th Third Sunday of Advent
For all grandparents:
May they be protected,
respected, and cherished;
We pray to the Lord:

MASS AT THE HARBOR
Mass at The Harbor will be held the second Friday of
each month at 10:15 am. All are welcome.

Mass Times
Beginning Dec. 15" the Ascension Mass on Tues will
be at 6:15 p.m. rather than 7:15 a.m. There will also
be confessions from 5:40 — 6:10 p.m.
before Mass.

Will you also consider volunteering as reader,
server, sacristan or greeter for this Mass?
Please contact Cheryl Coyle or the office if you can
assist.

Gifts for the Baby Jesus — Birthright
We are collecting Gifts for the Baby Jesus, including
winter snowsuits, sleepers, pajamas, diapers, wet wipes
or items size Infant to size 2. In general they do not
need blankets. The items will be given to Birthright at
Hutchinson to assist mothers who are uncertain about
their pregnancies during a difficult time. Gifts may be
placed by Mary’s altar or around the crib during Advent
through January 4™

There will be regular Eucharistic Adoration on
Christmas Eve from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All parishion-
ers are invited to participate during this time for a
few minutes or longer on this special day.

Eucharistic Adoration

We need someone for Eucharistic Adoration each
Thursday from 1 —2 p.m. God turns our holy hour

into a never-ending stream of graces for the world.
“The value of a single holy hour of prayer before the
Blessed Eucharist is beyond our capability to think,

imagine or even desire” (Cardinal Sin, Manila)
Please call 952-412-4900 for more information or to
volunteer. As Jesus asked His apostles:
“Will you spend one hour with me?”

KC Christmas Party
December 20th -- 6:00 PM
KC Christmas party at Ascension Church.
This will be POTLUCK style.
Last name beginning with A-L = Please bring a MAIN
dish to share. M-Z = Please bring a
SALAD or DESSERT.

| Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN |

Welcome

Welcome to the newest member of St. Bernard
Church, Isla Rose King, daughter of Collin and Sa-
rah King, who was baptized into Christ on Decem-
ber 6, 2015. Let us pray a Hail Mary for them.

The Adult Choir will practice on Dec 15 and 22nd
for the December and Christmas masses. All practic-
es at 7 pm.

We will be singing on:

Thursday Dec 24 at 8pm (Christmas)

Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent
(from, "ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the
season encompassing the four Sundays (and week-
days) leading up to the celebration of Christmas.

The Advent season is a time of preparation that di-
rects our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming
at the end of time and also to the anniversary of the
Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final days of Advent,
from December 17 to December 24, focus particular-
ly on our preparation for the celebrations of the Na-
tivity of our Lord (Christmas).

Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, re-
mind us of the meaning of the season. Our Advent
calendar above can help you fully enter in to the sea-
son with daily activity and prayer suggestions to pre-
pare you spiritually for the birth of Jesus Christ.
More Advent resources are listed on the USCCB
website. Go to usccb.org.

Advent Retreat: Finding God

O God of love, quiet me in your presence. Help me to
be aware of your life-giving energy."

In Advent we slip into winter and come closer to
Christmas, a time both of joy and of an incredible
number of things to do. Take time for yourself and
God with our online retreat. Go to our web site.
www.goodgroundpress.com . Finding God. The re-
treat has eight parts, but there is no need to do them
all. Start where the Spirit moves you. Finding God
doesn't mean search for God. God is already with
you.

The Blessing of Mary our Mother be with you today.
~ Good Ground Press~



CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
December 14, 2015 through December 20, 2015

LECTORS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Patricia Quinn
Sunday 10:00am. Lori Kasel

SERVERS: Weekdays: Weekday Mass servers
Saturday 8:00pm. Amy Wickenhauser &

Corin Schwartz
Sunday 10:00am. Ben & Brandon Wickenhauser

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Saturday 8:00pm Marcy Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am Bernie Shambour

USHERS:
Sat. 8:00pm Ralph Laumann & Brent Buesgens
Sunday 10:00am. Vern Elke & Andy Kleindl

GREETERS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Marcy Wickenhauser
Sunday 10:00am. Brian Vos

GIFT BEARERS:
Saturday 8:00pm. Volunteers
Sunday 10:00am. Volunteers

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Dec. 12 8:00pm. People of the Parish
Sunday Dec. 13 10:00am. D.F. Family
Monday Dec. 14 8:00pm. R.M. Family

Tuesday Dec. 15 No Mass

Wednesday Dec. 16 8:00am. fHilbert & Euella
Knauer

Thursday Dec. 17 No Mass

Friday Dec. 18 No Mass

Saturday Dec. 19 8:00pm. fArt Hilgers
Sunday  Dec. 20 10:00am. People of the Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday 8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m.
December 16th 5-8pm

i Stewardship of Treasure E

' Budget for Week 4,178.00 ;
: Contributions 12-01-27 through 12-08-15 4,841.50 E
 Total Actual Collection YTD 69,830.87 !
i YTD Collection Over (Under) Budget (13,449.13) E
i Forward in Faith E
iEnvelope Income 527.00 !
| Electronic Donations 150.00 :

i Forward in Faith Total 677.00



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
December 14 through December 20

SERVERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Nick Christianson, Mitchell Lemmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Collin Willems, Ben Gallus

LECTORS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Ann Dettmann
Sun. 8:00 am: Jan Pouliot

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Norm Willems
Sun. 8:00 am: Irene Yaeck

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
Dec. 13:  Anita & Michael Harrison
Dec. 20: Tim & Rita Fahey

USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteer & Michael Schwichtenberg
Sunday 8:00 am: Bill Dvorak & Tom Fahey

SACRISTAN:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Tamara Lemmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Joe Weckman

GREETERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Cathleen Williams
Sun. 8:00 am: Sue Schultz

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS

Monday Dec. 14 No Mass

Tues. Dec. 15 6:15 pm Jerome Fischer f
Wednesday Dec. 16 No Mass
Thursday Dec. 17 No Mass

Friday Dec. 18 7:15am  Catherine Reed |
Sat. Dec. 19 5:00 pm Jack Wilson

Sunday Dec. 20 8:00 am  All Parishioners

Weekly Collection Report
Totals for December 6, 2015

Weekly Operating Budget: $2,963.00
Contributions: $2,566.90
E-Giving: $25.00
Weekly Budget YTD: $68,149.00
Actual Collection YTD: $61,090.52
YTD Collected Over (Under) Budget ($7,058.48)
Capital Improvement Envelopes: $120.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: $ —
Capital Improvement YTD: $4,045.00

Christmas Flowers: $521.00
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