ST. BERNARD

323 Reform St. North
Norwood Young America, MN 55368

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office-952-467-3351
Website ...... WWwWw.ascensionnya.org
Email:ascensionnya@embarqmail.com

Parish Office Hours: Mon. , Tues.,
Thurs., & Fri. 10 am—2pm.

Trustees

Gary Widmer ............. 952-467-3082

John (Jack) Lano ......... 952-467-3765
Parish Council Chairperson

Brian Willems .............952-467-9654
Communion for Homebound

Rita Fahey................. 952-467-6478
DRE for 6th—10th Grades

Julie KleindL............... 952-807-3522

DRE for Pre-k-5th Grades
Kara Wickenhauser...... 952-466-4719

Prayer Chain
Carol Donnay ............ 952-467-2183
Lucy Kostecka ........... 952-467-2576

E-mail: Ascensionprays@aol.com
Adoration Coordinator

Jan Johnson............... 952-412-4900
Music Liturgy
Marilee Widmer ........ 952-467-3082

Social Hall Bookings

Parish Office .............. 952-467-3351
Catholic United Financial

Dennis Stoks ............ 952-240-5001
Knights of Columbus-Grand
Knight Donald Whitaker 952-454-1611

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms:
By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as
soon as they become engaged.

They must meet with the priest twice before
setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months before the
proposed date.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Ascension—Sat. 4:15—4:45 pm.

St. Bernard —Mon. 8:30 am.
Sat. 7:15—7:45 pm.
Additionally by appointment.
Communion for Homebound
Call parish office.
Anointing of the Sick
Call the parish office at any time.
MASS SCHEDULE
Ascension-Weekend-Sat. 5 pm. Sun. 8 am.
Weekday —Tuesday & Friday 7:15 am.

St. Bernard-Weekend-Sat. 8§ pm. Sun. 10am.

Weekday—Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am.

Bulletin Co-editors
Patricia Quinn.................. 952-466-3304
E-mail ...bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org

David Dettmann ............... 952-467-2268
E-mail..daveannerichkarlemma@msn.com
Joint Bulletin published weekly at:
www.ascensionnya.org &
www.st-bernard-cologne.org

SCRIPTURE READINGS

For the week of Nov. 29, 2015 —Dec. 5, 2015
11/29 First Sunday of Advent: Jer. 33:14-16 *
Ps 25:4-5,8-10,14 * 1 Thes 3:12—4:2 * Lk
21:25-28, 34-36
11/30 St. Andrew, Apostle: Rom 10:9-18 * Ps
19:8-11 * Mt 4:18-22.
12/1 Advent Weekday: Is 11:1-10 * Ps 72:1-
2,7-8,12-13,17 * Lk 10:21-24.
12/2 Advent Weekday: Is 25:6910 * Ps 23:1-6
* Mt 15:29-37.
12/3 St. Francis Xavier, Priest: Is 26:1-6. *
Ps118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27 * Mt 7:21,24-27.
12/4 St. John Damascene: Is 29:17-24 * Ps
27:1,4,13-14 * Mt 9:27-31.
12/5 Advent Weekday: Is 30:19-21,23-26 * Ps
147:1-6 * Mt 9:35—10:1,5a,68.
Copyright 2015 by Creative Communications for
the Parish. Used with permission.

212 Church St. East
Cologne, MN 55322

Contact Information
Fr. Gregory Abbott, Pastor
Rectory & Parish Office ..952-466-2031
Fax .c.coooviiiiiiiiiiin 952-466-3319
Parish Information E-mail:
parishinfo@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bookkeeper E-mail:
bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org
Bulletin E-mail:
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org
School Building ......... 952-466-5917
Website ... www.st-bernard-cologne.org
Convent ..................... 952-466-5620

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tues
day & Friday 9am-2pm.

Trustees
Leonard Hoen ...............952-466-2088
Andrew Kleindl............. 952-442-9282

Finance Council Chairperson
Bernie J. Shambour...... 952-466-5928

Parish Council Chairperson
Carol Symanitz............. 651-331-8665

Faith Formation Coordinator
FaithFormation@ st-bernard-cologne.org

Ladies Guild President

Monica Kooiman ......... 952-466-5769
Prayer Chain
Patsy Quinn..... ............ 952-466-3304

Lori Kasel ..lori.kasel@embargmail.com

Adoration Coordinator

Helen Nicklaus ............ 952-466-2000
Catholic United Financial
Helen Hilgers .............. 952-466-5567

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT — NOVEMBER 29, 2015



MERCY

Compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone

whom it is within one's power to punish or harm.
Google definition

MERCY can liberate us! MERCY has the power to
set us free. MERCY can unbind the bonds that hold
us captive.

ALLELUIA!
What a gift MERCY is.

Let’s listen again to Pope Francis’ proclamation of

this GOOD NEWS we have as Christians:

The Father, ‘rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4), after
having revealed his name to Moses as ‘a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithful-
ness” (Ex34:6), has never ceased to show, in
various ways throughout history, his divine na-
ture. In the "fullness of time” (Gal 4:4), when
everything had been arranged according to his
plan of salvation, he sent his only Son into the
world, born of the Virgin Mary, to reveal his
love for us in a definitive way. Whoever sees
Jesus sees the Father (cf. Jn 14.:9). Jesus ofi
Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his en-
tire person reveals the mercy of God.

Pope Francis exhorts us:

“We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of
mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace.
Our salvation depends on it.”

The YEAR OF MERCY is coming. It begins on De-
cember 8, 2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception and continues through the liturgical So-
lemnity of Christ the King on November 20, 2016.

Are you ready?
In the Fathers’ merciful love for us,
Fr. Gregory

When we experience the merciful love of the Father,
we are more able to share this joy with our neigh-

bor. Pope Francis Tweet August 18, 2015

CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION

=N
<—_</" AND ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Nov. 26-At Ascension-Thanksgiving-Mass at 9:00 am--
No Eucharistic Adoration

Nov. 27-Ascension Parish Office closed this Friday for the
holiday.

Dec. 7-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s for the Immaculate
Conception anticipated Holy Day.

Dec. 8-At Ascension-Holy Day of Obligation: Feast of the
Immaculate Conception. Masses will be held at 7:00 am
and 6:00 pm

Dec.11-Fri.-10:15 am: Mass at the Harbor. All are wel-
come.

Dec. 15-At Ascension-Mass at 6:15pm with confessions
from 5:40-6:10 pm.

Dec. 16-Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Bernard for
both parishes from 5:00-8:00 pm

Christmas and New Years’ holidays’ are fast approach-
ing. There are a number of early deadlines for the bulletin:
December 17th at noon for the December 26/27th bulletin.
(Christmas)

December 22nd at noon for the January 2/3rd bulletin.
(New Years’)

Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Mass times--Ascension at 5:00 pm
and St. Bernard at 8:00 pm.

Dec. 25-Christmas Day Mass times—Ascension at 8:00 am
and St. Bernard at 10:00 am.

Dec. 31-8:00 pm-Mass at St. Bernard’s for the Feast of
Mary, Mother of God. A Holy Day of Obligation

Jan. 1-8:00 am-Mass at Ascension for the Feast of Mary,
Mother of God. A Holy Day of Obligation.

Please also as a reminder for all weekly bulletins the dead-
line is noon on Tuesday. Ascension parish deadline is Mon-
day at 4PM.

The bulletin is put together by volunteers at both Ascen-
sion and St. Bernard. Please respect their time by following
the deadlines. It makes the job go much more smoothly.

Holy Day of Obligation Immaculate Conception
Mass Schedule:
Dec. 7th No Mass 8am Mass at St. Bernard.
8pm Mass at St. Bernard—Anticipated Holy Day Mass
for the Immaculate Conception.
Dec. 8th at Ascension 7am and 6pm. There will be con-
fessions at 5:30 pm.

EXPERIENCE GOD'S MERCY
Sin weighs us down, separates us from God and from one

another, and weakens our parishes. Forgiveness lifts us
up, unites us to God and to one another and strengthens
our parishes. Wednesday, December 16th 5-8pm the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation will be available for both parish-
es at St. Bernard. Fr. Gregory will be available from 5-
8pm and Fr. Jerry Berger will be available from 6-8pm.
During Lent we will have an evening of Reconciliation
for both parishes at Ascension.



Church of the Ascension  Norwood Young America, MN

Church of St. Bernard Cologne, MN |

WORD OF LIFE
November 29th
First Sunday of Advent
For caregivers: May Christ give them strength and
fill them with the joy of His love;
We pray to the Lord:

STEWARDSHIP
Thank you to everyone who returned their
completed Time and Talent Response Form.
Everyone should have received one in the mail. If
you did not, it is available in the Church
entry. Your completed form can be returned here at
church in the “Stewardship” basket or in the collec-
tion basket. It can also be mailed to Church of the
Ascension. Please return by
November 29th.
For any questions, can contact Sue Tellers
952-467-3274.

RETREAT

Saint Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocesan Council of
Catholic Women are having an Advent Retreat on De-

cember 5™ at Saint Peter’s old Church

in Mendota Heights. It begins at 8:30a.m.with a continen-
tal breakfast, speaker is Father Dom from Wisconsin.
Many vendors present for some
Christmas shopping.
The morning ends with Mass at noon.
The cost is $15.00

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
The 2015 Catholic Services Appeal is drawing to a
close. Our goal this year was $8,639 and we have col-
lected $15,090 of the $16,125 pledged. Due to the
generosity of many, we will receive an
estimated $3,772 rebate.
Thank you for your support.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm

MASS AT THE HARBOR
Mass at The Harbor will be held the second Friday of
each month at 10:15 am. All are welcome.

Retreat for Men Interested in the Priesthood
Men interested in priesthood, between ages 18 and 40, are
invited to a retreat December 18-20, 2015 from 6:30 p.m.
on Friday until noon on Sunday at Christ the King Retreat
Center in Buffalo. Your weekend stay will be in a private

room with communal and private prayer,
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and presentations by
Bishop Andrew Cozzens, to help discern your vocation.

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD)
needs your help. A second collection will be taken up this
weekend. There is a separate envelope for the CCHD collec-
tion. Also there are extra envelopes in the pews.

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday, December 2nd, after
the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 p.m. Please sign up for an
hour or half-hour on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Make
Adoration of the Eucharist a priority in your preparation for
Christmas.

The Adult Choir will practice on Nov 24 and Dec 1, 8, 15
and 22nd for the December and Christmas masses. All prac-
tices at 7 pm.

We will be singing on:

Sunday Dec 6th at 10am

Monday Dec 7th at 8pm (Immaculate Conception)

Thursday Dec 24 at 8pm (Christmas)

Saint Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocesan Council of
Catholic Women are having an Advent Retreat on Satur-
day, December 5" at Saint Peter’s old Church in Mendota
Heights. It begins at 8:30a.m.with a continental breakfast,
speaker is Father Dom from Wisconsin. Many vendors pre-
sent for some Christmas shopping. Morning ends with Mass
at noon. The cost is $15.00.

The Cologne area seniors will be celebrating the holiday
season with a catered lunch on Tuesday, December 1 at
12:00 p.m. The event will be held at the Cologne Commu-
nity Center (1211 Village Parkway). All area seniors are
invited. Hillcrest Café will be catering a chicken dinner and
the cost is $10/person. Registration and payment are due by
November 25.

KleinBank will be hosting BANKO (Bingo) at 12:45. The
cost is $10/per person. If interested, contact the City of

Cologne at 952-466-2064.

What am I most thankful for in my marriage for this past
year? Make the blessing of your spouse come alive in your
life by enriching your marriage. For the next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekends visit our website at:
twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy at applica-
tions@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720. Early regis-
tration is highly recommended!!

Retirement Fund for Religious: A second collection will
be taken up the weekend of December 12/13th.

Tens of Thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests have dedicated their lives to sharing their
faith. Generations of Catholics recall with gratitude their
work in Catholic schools, hospitals, and social service
agencies. Yet years of ministering for little or no pay came
at a price, and now their religious communities lack ade-
quate savings for retirement and eldercare. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide prescription
medications, nursing care, and more. Please be generous.



CHURCH OF ST. BERNARD
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
AND LITURGY SCHEDULE
November 30, 2015 through December 6, 2015

LECTORS: Saturday 8:00pm. Sarah Foley
Sunday 10:00am. April Feist

SERVERS: Weekdays: Weekday Mass servers
Saturday 8:00pm. Amy Wickenhauser &

Corin Schwartz
Sunday 10:00am. Kenny Feist & Conner Terfehr

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER CUP MINISTERS
Saturday 8:00pm Irene Drees
Sunday 10:00am Carol Symanitz

USHERS: Saturday 8:00pm Ralph Laumann &
Brent Buesgens
Sunday 10:00am. Vern Elke & Bob Symanitz

GREETERS: Saturday 8:00pm. Volunteer
Sunday 10:00am. Vern Elke

GIFT BEARERS: Saturday 8:00pm. Volunteers
Sunday 10:00am. Volunteers

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS:
Saturday Nov.28 8:00pm. People of the Parish
Sunday Nov. 29 10:00am. fFr. Gerald Keefe
Monday Nov.30 8:00am. fMarie Zimmerman

Tuesday Dec. 1 No Mass

Wednesday Dec. 2 8:00am. fHilbert & Euella
Knauer

Thursday Dec. 3 No Mass

Friday Dec. 4 No Mass

Saturday Dec. 5 8:00pm. People of the Parish
Sunday  Dec. 6 10:00am. jAlex, Clara, Donald
& Ronald Storms and Judy Pjahn

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday 8:30 a.m.; Saturday: 7:15-7:45 p.m.

December 16th 5-8pm

Stewardship of Treasure
BECAUSE OF THE EARLY BULLETIN DEAD-
LINE THE STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
WILL BE REPORTED IN THE NEXT
AVAILABLE BLLETIN.



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
STEWARSHIP OF TIME
November 30 through December 6

SERVERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Nick Christianson, Curtis Urness
Sun. 8:00 am: Adeline Willems, Rachel Holliday
Dec. 8-mmaculate Conception 6:00 pm:

Emma Dettmann, Joe Lemmer
LECTORS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Joe Lemmer
Sun. 8:00 am: Cheryl Coyle
Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm: Cathleen
Williams

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat. 5:00 pm: Steve Helget, Deb Prchal, Jean
Schmitz
Sun. 8:00 am: Steve Coyle, Colleen Donnay, Betty
O’Neil
Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm: Steve
Lemmer

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
Nov. 29: Steve & Tamara Lemmer
Dec. 6:  Colleen & Jerry Milz

USHERS FOR DECEMBER
Sat. 5:00 pm: Volunteer & Michael Schwichtenberg
Sunday 8:00 am: Bill Dvorak & Tom Fahey

SACRISTAN:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Tamara Lemmer

Sun. 8:00 am: Pat Clark

Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm: Pam
Stoks

GREETERS:

Sat. 5:00 pm: Ann Dettmann

Sun. 8:00 am: Lisa Whitaker

Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception 6:00 pm: Sheila

Hart

MASS SCHEDULE INTENTIONS
Monday Nov. 30 No Mass
Tues. Dec. 1 7:15 am Norman & Rosamond

Stiewe T
Wednesday Dec. 2 No Mass
Thursday Dec.3 No Mass
Friday Dec. 4 7:15am Inactive Catholics
Sat. Dec.5 5:00 pm Dorothy

Lewandowski
Sunday Dec. 6 8:00 am  All Parishioners

Due to the early bulletin deadlines there will not
be a financial report for this week’s bulletin.
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